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  CLEAN BOATS… 
            CLEAN WATERS 

By Jan Hahn 

Exotic species or non-native spe-
cies have been hitchhiking their 
way into Wisconsin for decades.  
Aquatic exotic species can 
threaten the diversity and abun-
dance of native species, alter eco-
systems, affect aquaculture and 
recreational activities.  In today’s 
world, exotics can move at the 
speed of light and with so many 
lakes and with so few state re-
sources, it makes sense to en-
courage volunteers to monitor 
and educate boaters about inva-
sive species. 
 
COLA is in the planning stages of 
developing a Volunteer Boat 
Launch Monitoring and Education 
Program to kick off in the Spring 
of 2005.  Through the program, 
volunteers, both adult and youth, 
are trained to educate boaters on 
how and where invasive species 
are most likely to hitch a ride into 
our lakes.  By performing boat 
and trailer checks, distributing 
informational brochures and col-
lecting and reporting suspicious 
specimens, volunteers can make a 
difference in helping to prevent 
the spread of invasive species.  
Volunteer lake monitors have 
been an integral part of Wisconsin 
lakes since 1986 and are the core 

 

TRIAL SET IN 
MUSKY BAY  
LITIGATION 

By Alf Sivertson  

Judge Anderson has set the 
trial date in the Musky Bay 
litigation against William 
Zawistowski for September 19 
through September 30, 2005, 
at the Courthouse in Hay-
ward. 
 
By agreement of the parties, 
Judge Anderson will hear the 
case.  There will be no jury.  
The judge has also ordered 
the case to engage some 
form of alternative dispute 
resolution before proceeding 
to trial in September.  The 
primary focus of the litigation 
now is the exchange of evi-
dence and depositions of ex-
perts.  

“Clean” - Continued on Page 4 

Do You Know Who  
This Is? 

Details can be found inside this 
edition of Loon Call.   

Hint:  This picture was on the cover 
of a very popular book  
written about Lac Courte Oreilles. 
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Fellow lake lovers: 
 
I was pleased to see so many 
COLA members at our annual 
picnic last August.  Next year, 
we hope to expand the event, 
offering special activities and 
inducements, to entice more of 
our young families to join in the 
fun. 
 
This issue of the “Loon Call” will 
be sent to all non-tribal property  
owners.  (“Tribal properties” are 
those owned by the tribe, not by  
“individual” property owners.)  
In doing so, your COLA board is 
making a concerted effort to get 
more lake residents into our or-
ganization.  There’s strength in 
numbers, especially in view of 
today’s increasing pressures on 
our lake environment. 
 
Is membership worth it? You 
bet!  The $20 you parted with is 
put to work in many directions, 
each helping satisfy our purpose 
“in protecting, preserving and 
enhancing the quality of our 
lakes.” 

For example, COLA recently do-
nated $1,200 to help pay legal 
costs incurred by the Town of 
Bass Lake in fighting illegal land 
divisions (such as doglegging 
lots), developers attempting to 
include navigable streams as 
part of mandatory 100-ft shore-
lines and inconsistencies in lot 
areas (20,000-sq. ft. is mini-
mum). 
 
COLA also made a commitment 
to provide $1,000 in matching 
funds to help stock the lake with 
1,000 “extended growth” wall-
eyes. The project is, of course, 
subject to DNR approval. 
 
And while our checkbook was 
hot, your board also presented 
$500 to the Sawyer County 
Sheriff’s Dept. to help finance 
equipment needs for  a recrea-
tion officer  to patrol Lac Courte 
Oreilles and two other lakes. We 
also spent a $500 donation 
given COLA by the Victory 
Heights Association, in this case 
to help fund the current lawsuit 
against cranberry grower Wil-
liam Zawistowski (accused of 
polluting Musky Bay). 
 

The aforementioned donations 
were all made by COLA this last 
summer to address specific needs 
identified to us. Obviously, COLA 
can do much more in the future 
as our numbers grow. 
 
 S/Tom Burgess, President 

The COLA Board of Directors re-
cently approved $500 for the pur-
chase of several new marker 
buoys.   By next spring there will 
be a total of ten buoys marking 
shallow areas (rock bars, sand 
bars, etc,) on Lac Courte Oreilles.  
A better permanent anchor sys-
tem is also being devised.  For 
more information or to offer to 
help with the buoys, please call 
Bob Hahn or Phil Nies.   

Season’s Greetings  
From the Board  
of Directors of 

COLA. 
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2003-2004 COLA COMMITTEES 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Bob Degen,  634-3336 
SEC. ASSIST 
Barb Batholomew, 634-1038 
WATER QUALITY: 
Dan Tyrolt, Chrmn. 634-0102 

WATER SAFETY:  
Bob Hahn, Chrmn. 638-2250 
HISTORY:   
Signe Schroeder, Chrmn. 634-1476 
FISHING:  
Mike Persson, Chrmn. 634-4543 

MEETINGS: 
John Bartholomew, Chrmn.  
634-1038  
COMMUNITY RELATIONS: 
Harry Schroeder 
634-1476, 608-782-3993 
  SGS-HAS@centurytel.net 

You have invested a considerable 
amount of your personal time and 
cash in your piece of paradise on 
Lac Courte Oreilles.  Wouldn’t you 
like an eagle’s eye view of your 
property in the form of a big color 
photo for your living room? 
 
COLA’s History Committee is re-
searching professional aerial pho-

tographers who operate in this 
part of Wisconsin.  The commit-
tee, which produced the book 
“Tales of Lac Courte Oreilles,” 
would like to document the pre-
sent appearance of the lake and 
existing properties with aerial 
photos.  The end result could be 
a CD with digital photos to be-
come part of a historical record. 
 
Individual property owners can 
facilitate this project by signing 
up for an aerial photo to be 
taken of their lake homes.  The 
cost of each will depend on how 
many owners participate.  Pho-
tos could be available in several 
sizes, including 16” x 20”, 11” x 

Aerial Photo of Your 
Property? 

by Jerome Gunderson 

Did you know that debris burn-
ing is the #1 cause of wildfire  
in Wisconsin?  According to the 
WDNR, more than 1,000 fires 
each year are caused by burn-
ing debris.  Remember that if 
your open fire grows into a  
wildland fire, you will be liable 
for suppression costs and dam-

ages to property, including the 
value of timber lost.  Never leave 
your outdoor fire burning  
unattended!  
  
For more information, visit on-line 
at: www.dnr.wi.gov/org/land/
forestry/fire or at 
www.firewise.org. 

14”, 8” x 10” or even as Christ-
mas cards. 
 
If only a few property owners 
participate, the cost per order 
could be anywhere from $50 to 
$150.  However, if even just 25 
participate, the cost will be con-
siderably lower.  At COLA’s picnic 
in August, about 40 people indi-
cated their interest. 
 
If you’d like to be on the list, 
please contact me using the 
email address:   
JHGundersen@centurytel.net  
or call Tom Burgess at  
715-634-2291. 

 

Ice Fishing  
Tournament 

Once again this winter, Walleyes 
For Northwestern Wisconsin will 
hold their annual Ice Fishing 
Tournament on Lac Courte 
Oreilles.  This year’s event is the 
9th annual tourney and is tradi-
tionally one of the highlights of 
winter in the Hayward area.  The 
event is scheduled for February 
19th, 2005.  For more informa-
tion, you can call Bob Degen. 
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of the Wisconsin lakes Partner-
ship.  Volunteers can be a valu-
able tool in helping slow the 
movement of invasive species 
across the state while protecting 
our most precious resource. 
 
More details will be available in 
the Spring issue of the Loon 
Call.  Anyone interested in 
learning more about the pro-
gram or participating in the pre-
liminary plans may contact Jan 
Hahn directly. 

Couderay Waters Land 
Trust News 

By James Garvey 

Couderay Waters Regional Land 
Trust, specifically created to 
benefit the Hayward areas’s lakes, 
forests and open spaces, has 
launched it’s second full year of 
operation.  The Trust, one of 52 
similar Conservation Trusts in 
Wisconsin, accepts appropriate 
legal duty, when requested by 
private landowners, to preserve 
and protect for all time the natu-
ral resources and beauty of the 
landowner’s own property. 
 
In it’s successful first year, the 
Trust aided the “Big Chip” Pro-
ject’s successful preservation of 
Big Timber Island and continues 
similar efforts to preserve the 
Moonshine Lake Islands on the 
Chippewa Flowage.  It has 
planned an educational series of 
environmental and conservation 
publications for public consump-
tion and has started the required 
review and processing of conser-
vation easements now being re-
quested by numerous landown-
ers. 
 
The Trust seeks to increase its 
membership in order to better 
serve conservation interests in its 
focus area embraced by or adjoin-
ing the Couderay River Water-
shed.  This territory includes a 
dozen or more major lakes, such 
as Lac Courte Oreilles, and the 
lands surrounding them.  Since 
Couderay Waters is an IRS ap-
proved Sec. 501 (c)(3) tax ex-
empt organization, all member-
ship dues and donations are tax 
deductible to its members. 
Lake Association members, in-

deed all thinking lake property 
owners, are interested in envi-
ronmentally protecting their own 
property, and all owners benefit 
when neighbors preserve theirs.   
 
Thanks to COLA and other lake 
associations, the Board of 
Couderay Waters has been 
given this opportunity to invite 
all lake property owners to be-
come members.  Anyone want-
ing to support this valuable con-
servation effort need only send 
their check for $25.00. payable 
to, 
 
   Couderay Waters Regional  
         Land Trust, Inc. 
    P.O. Box 13097 
    Hayward, WI  54843 
 
and thus become an Individual/
Family member.  A larger mem-
bership donation is recognized 
at higher level participation and 
is additionally appreciated as it 
accelerates this important con-
servation work. 

“Clean” - Continued from Page 1 

(zebra)     (mussel) 
Not Something to Be 

Laughed At! 
by Colin Williams 

Apologies for the bad humor!  But 
worse than bad humor is the bad 
news that zebra mussels 
(dreissena polymrpha) have been 
found as close to LCO as Round 
Lake! 
 
So what’s the big deal, you say.  
Well, simply put, they clog things 
up.  Things like the cooling sys-
tems on boat engines, and water 
treatment facilities.  They also pile 
up on beaches and decay, leaving 
behind razor sharp shells (watch 
your step!).  But mostly they feed 
on plankton and remove an in-
credible amount from the water 
each day.  As they remove plank-
ton, more sunshine reaches the 
lake bottom.  Plants living there 
grow rapidly.  Small fish feed on 
plankton too and end up having 
less to eat.  Their numbers de-
crease.  Big fish feed on, well, you 
guessed it, small fish and then 
their numbers decrease.  Zebra 
mussels reproduce so rapidly that 
they out-compete other animals 
and have few natural predators.  
Much more information on the life 
cycle of the  
zebra mussel 
can be found 
on the internet. 
They come in 
many colors.  Most are white or 

“Zebra” - Continued on Page 8 
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Response by a Farmer to the Cranberry Lawsuit 
By Colin Williams 

COLA recently received a copy of 
a letter written to the President of 
the Wisconsin Farm Bureau (and 
copied to Attorney General Peggy 
Lautenschlager) from a farmer in 
Wood County, Joseph R. Behlen. 
Mr. Behlen was commenting on 
an article (“Attorney General At-
tacks Right To Farm Law”) in a 
farming publication in which the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau was at-
tacking the Attorney General for 
her role in the Musky Bay lawsuit.  
Here are some excerpts from his 
letter: 
 
“First the law suit brought about by 
the attorney general has nothing to 
do with the “right to farm bill”, it has 
to do with being good stewards of 

the land and water and not having 
any state agency with authority to 
make sure that good stewardship is 
taking place. 
The WDNR has no authority to is-
sue orders to the cranberry grower 
due to exemptions provided to 
cranberry growers by the legisla-
ture.  Wisconsin Statute 281.19, 
only applies to instances set forth in 
Wisconsin Statute 254.59, where a 
health officer has found a hazard to 
human health, which typically 
means sewerage or manure.  Cran-
berry growers are exempt from 
statutory restrictions governing the 
discharge of water pollutants; 
unlike other agricultural operation 
like dairy farms, hog operations, 
beef producers, poultry operations, 
in other words all of us who are 

actually farmers. 
Secondly, there are cranberry opera-
tions that actually have limited im-
pacts on water resources.  And just 
like years ago when we used to pas-
ture cows in the creek, the old time 
growers, like the one in Sawyer 
County, need to “upgrade” to a 
method that promotes stewardship of 
the land and water resources.  Up-
land cranberry growers have limited 
impacts on surface water quality be-
cause they discharge little if any wa-
ter from their “closed loop” systems.  
They depend on on-site storage of 
water for their water needs rather 
than using lakes, rivers or trout 
streams.  Just like fencing my cows 
out of the stream was needed to pro-

“Lawsuit” - Continued on Page 7 
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Date to Clip for 2005 
 
 
 
 
 

COLA Spring 
Membership 

Meeting 
Saturday 
June 18th 

at the 
St. Francis Church 
in the Activity Building  

 
For more area Event Dates  
visit www.haywardwi.com 
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Boat Racing & Time Trials on LCO, Again 

By Jan Hahn 

Last spring (2003), the Town of 
Bass Lake created an ordinance 
for all watercraft exhibitions and 
races in direct response to numer-
ous complaints cited by on- and 
off–lake residents during a boat 
race held in Chicago Bay by a 
group of individuals from out of 
the area.  Excessive noise and 
speed as well as negligent opera-
tion of the high performance 
boats were among the com-
plaints.  It is interesting to note 
that this boat race was previously 
held on Grindstone Lake and due 
to numerous complaints cited 
there, the group moved the race 
to LCO. 
 
The Town of Bass Lake ordinance 
requires a permit for the event 
and includes restrictions on when 
the event can be held and it’s du-
ration, requires event paramedic 
and event support staff, proof of 
insurance and an appropriate 
number and placement of caution 
buoys in the interest of public 
health and safety.  While all 
“water exhibitions and races” are 
exempt from some of the Wiscon-
sin Statutes, maximum noise lev-
els, required safety devices, spe-
cific operational requirements and 
regulation of a watercraft remain 
in effect. 
 
The group held another race on 
September 11th of this year with 
a theme of “Liberating The Lake” 
and violated both provisions 
stated in their town permit as well 
as DNR rules for boaters on public 

waterways, as witnessed by a 
number of lakeshore property 
owners.  More specifically, the 
participants failed to confine 
their radar runs/drag racing 
events to the four hour limit 
stated in their permit (the event 
lasted seven and one-half 
hours).   There were insufficient 
caution buoys and event person-
nel present in the interest of 
public health and safety, causing 
pleasure boaters to dangerously 
enter the race course unknow-
ingly.  Additionally, when the 
boats were not racing, “hot-
dogging” occurred at speeds as 
high as 140 mph.  Racing close 
to shorelines less than 100 feet 
from docks was seen, while the 
event coordinator promised their 
activity would be no closer than 
300 feet.  Also, noise levels ex-
ceeded the maximum levels al-
lowed under Wisc. Stat. of 86 
decibels.  These violations are 
recorded with the Town of Bass 
Lake.  Once again the event was 
headquartered at The Beach 
Club. 
 
COLA’s purposes are “to protect, 
preserve and enhance the qual-
ity of our lakes, their shorelands 
and surrounding areas, respect-
ing the interests of property 
owners and the rights of the 
general public.”  Initially, the 
group sponsoring the event 
committed to conducting only 
“time trials” and promised to 
comply with all regulations, con-
ditions of the permit, and to the 
wishes that were expressed by 

property owners who were pre-
sent at the Town Board Meeting 
when the permit application was 
presented.  Drag racing has since 
been added to the event. The 
group has demonstrated a failure 
to comply with the rules.  Accord-
ingly, the COLA Board of Directors 
has requested that the Bass Lake 
Town Board deny future permit 
applications for water exhibitions 
and races of this nature by high 
performance boats within the 
township. 
 
If you have concerns about these 
types of events being held on 
LCO, perhaps you should person-
ally contact the Town of Bass 
Lake and the Beach Club to sug-
gest that they not be permitted in 
the future. 
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COLA MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
by Bob Degen, October 1, 2004 

 Total Non-Tribal Properties (Approx)  661  
 Total Memberships on Current List  324   
 Total Non-Members    337   
 Total ‘04 Memberships Paid Thru October 1, ‘04 190 
 

Later this fall, I will again send out reminder notices to all those who have  
forgotten to pay their 2004 dues.  It that includes you, please send in your dues  

payment today to help Lac Courte Oreilles! 
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For all your plumbing needs call  
Mr. Ed's Plumbing! 

 
We specialize in SERVICE  

always putting you, the customer, FIRST!   
 

No job too BIG or too small! 
 

tect water quality, so is the need to 
upgrade these outdated cranberry 
operations that send pesticides and 
fertilizers to our lakes and streams 
and degrade trout streams by raising 
the stream temperature. 
Just like those farmers who had ma-
nure overflows to creeks and streams 
and were issued Notices of Discharge 
by the WDNR, the cranberry growers 
using out dated methods of produc-
tion need to be motivated to up-
grade, and the only person with au-
thority to do that is our attorney gen-
eral. 
The real farmers in this organization 
[the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federa-
tion] are very good stewards of the 
land and water resources.  Unlike the 
Sawyer County cranberry grower, we 
follow the statutes of the state be-
cause we don’t have the exemptions 
granted to the cranberry growers.  As 
livestock producers we have spent 
millions of dollars bringing our facili-
ties up to date to protect the land 
and water resources.  It’s time the 
old time cranberry growers did the 
same.”      

“Lawsuit” - Continued from Page 5 

Paddle Lac 
Courte Oreilles 

 

by Colin Williams 

Those of us who are lucky enough to 
live on the best lake in Wisconsin get 
to enjoy many water sports.  There 
are sailing regattas, fishing tourna-
ments, pontooning and swimming to 
name only a few.  I’ve noticed more 
and more cars carrying sea kayaks 
and canoes over the past few years.  
I think it’s time for a “kayak and ca-
noe gathering” on LCO, probably in 
early Spring.  If you’ve got a boat, a 
paddle and a PFD, you’re invited to 
come out and enjoy one of “the quiet 
sports.”  If you’re interested, contact 
me by e-mail and when a date is se-
lected, I’ll let you know the details.  
Write to me at ckayakr@cheqnet.net. 

Mr. Ed's Plumbing, LLC 
Stop by and visit us on Hwy 63, Hayward  

or call us at 934-2218 

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL AT MR. ED'S PLUMBING 

Been Looking For a Copy of 
“Tales of Lac Courte Oreilles?” 

Due to popular demand, the sec-
ond printing of “Tales of Lac 
Courte Oreilles” has been com-
pletely sold out; there are, un-
fortunately, no more copies 
available at this time.  However, 
editors Tom and Sue Burgess 
plan to go back “on press” be-
fore the end of 2004 and have 
more “Tales” available soon 
thereafter.  They will again be 
sold by Book World on Main 
Street in Hayward, and by mail 
order through COLA.  Look for 
the order coupon in the Spring 
edition of Loon Call. 

The photo on the cover of this 
issue is of Lee Alan Corbine, a 6th 
generation descendant of Jean 
Baptist Corbin, the first white  
settler on Lac Courte Oreilles. 
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COLA TREASURER’S REPORT  
by Bob Degen,  October 1, 2004 

September 3, 2003 to October 1, 2004 
       Balance 
Balance as of September 3, 2004                $  9,281.89 
Income  
 Memberships         40.00 
 Risberg (Picnic Beverages)     200.00 
 Book Sales      255.00   ($11,856 to date) 
  Total Income              $ 495.00 
 
Expenses 
 Sivertson Legal Fund        500.00 
 Wisconsin Wetlands Assn.       100.00  
 Meat Palace (Picnic Expense)    459.76 
 Mail Call (Picnic Notice)       74.98 
  Total Expense                $  1,134.74 
 
Balance as of April 27, 2004                            $  8,642.15 
Cash on Hand 
 Cash          3,089.45 
 CD (Matures 8/04)                 5,552.70 
  Total Cash                $  8,642.15 
 
Association Reserves 
 Walleye Stocking Program   1,000.00 
 History Committee   2,500.00 
  Total Reserves    3,500.00 
 
Uncommitted Balance     $  5,142.15 

There’s History In Those Old Postcards! 
by Jenifer Williams cream-colored with jagged brown 

or black stripes.  However, some 
have been found that are all-
white, all-black or have stripes 
going the opposite direction. 
 
Zebra mussels came from West-
ern Russia.  They were first found 
in the Great Lakes in 1988.  They 
have been found in several lakes 
in Wisconsin and Minnesota.  
Other lakes and streams are now 
at risk.  
 
What’s a person to do?   Basi-
cally, “Watch Out For Hitchhik-
ers!”  Don’t use your boat in sev-
eral different lakes without clean-
ing it off first.  Aquatic plants that 
get stuck to your boat or trailer 
can be carriers.  Don’t empty a 
bait bucket into one lake if it was 
filled at another lake.  If you do 
find a zebra mussel, take a close 
look at it, but don’t put it back in 
the water.  Contact the DNR to 
see if others have been found in 
this particular body of water be-
fore. 
 
According to the DNR web-site 
that I visited, there are chemicals 
that can be used to control Zebra 
Mussels.  But like many other so-
lutions to problems, it can kill 
other animals living in the lake.  
Scientists are looking for ways to 
control their growth.  Prevention, 
of course, is the best medicine.  
COLA is helping to develop a vol-
unteer program to inspect boats 
being launched into Lac Courte 
Oreilles.  Please see Jan Hahn’s 
story on Page 3.  More informa-
tion will be available at the COLA 
Spring Membership Meeting.    

“Zebra” - Continued from Page 4 

In the last issue of Loon Call our 
mystery postcard was of  “Del & 
Vi’s Place on Court O’Reilles 
Lake” and was postmarked in ’56.  
It must have been a wonderful place 
because I had several folks respond 
with warm memories of the people 
and resort.  We should all extend our 
thanks to Terry Fairclough, Margaret 
Hodges, Margery McMahon and 
Frank Ruzika for their part in adding 
to the collection of rich history of Lac 

Courte Oreilles. 
 
Del and Vi’s Place was owned by 
Emil and Violet Delmastro in the 
40’s and 50’s.  Emil and Vi and 
their three children, Helen, Violet 
and Emil lived in the Chicago area 
where Mr. Delmastro was a milk-
man.  In the summer of ’47 they 
built the first cabin that would be-
come the resort.  The Delmastro’s 
would come up for the summer 
and run the resort which was lo-
cated then on Cty K, now the Otte 
Road area, in Northwoods Beach.  
Mr. Delmasto built the house next, 
bringing rock in from the lake to 
make the fireplace.  Margaret  tells 
me that there have been two cab-
ins added since the Delmastro’s 

“History” - Continued on Page 9 
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Do you know of a lake neighbor who is not yet a member of COLA?  
Please, pass this form on to them...Thanks! 

NEW MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

 Name(s):  _______________________________________________________ 
 Address on the Lake:  ______________________________________________ 
  City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________ 
  Phone:  715-________________ 
 Other Residence:  _________________________________________________ 
  City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________ 
  Phone:  ____________________ 
 ___Enclosed is my $20.00 Annual Dues for 2004 
 ___I would be interested in helping on the ____________________ committee 
 ___I would be interested in the Aerial Photo Project of my property 

Send to: COLA, 7759N Wilkie Road, Hayward, WI  54843 

Official Newsletter of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

   Join The COLA Membership Drive! 
 

If you own property on the lakes, you should be a member of COLA.  You need to be involved to make Lac Courte 
Oreilles a better place to be.  Strength in numbers is very important to support many of the projects being undertaken 
to protect the lakes for you.  Please join today!  If you’re already a member, the most important thing you can do is to 
persuade your neighbors to join!  Please do it!  If you need an extra copy of the Loon Call for a neighbor, please call 
Bob Degen (634-3336).  And if you’re already a member, but haven’t yet paid your dues, please do so today. 

owned the resort and that the Del-
mastros had lived in the big house to 
the left of the picture. 
 
The attached garage was a laundry 
room years ago and then was later 
turned into a bait shop when Dennis 
Gregory became the owner.   How-
ever, the first bait “shop” was run by 
the younger Emil and Margery 
McMahon…they sold worms to the 
local fishermen! 
 
Margery also passed along that the 
Delmastro’s had a Boy Scout camp 
on the Grindstone side of North-
woods Beach where boys from the 
Chicago area would come to camp. 
 
Margaret had fond memories of 
walking to the Log Cabin Store and 
getting an ice cream from the freezer 
outside the store.  The restaurant, 
now known as “T.J.’s Margaritaville,” 
was then the Milwaukee Inn.  It was 

just a bar…no food was served.  It 
had a dance floor and organ music 
(!) was played. 
 
Terry had some fun stories to re-
late.  Around the same time the 
postcard was dated he remembers 
that Del & Vi’s had the only swim-
ming raft around.  He and the other 
local kids would head over there 
regularly and swim the day away.  
While Terry says the resort was 
“exclusive” Del and Vi never minded 
the kids swimming from the raft. 
 
Frank had so many good stories 
and history to tell it will be hard to 
narrow them down.  But he’s owned 
Porkorney’s Byrwynette since 1949 
and was, of course, right next door 
to Del and Vi’s.  County K has now 
been rerouted but prior to that it 
had a very sharp curve right at the 
lake.  Frank tells me that many a 
time someone who had been 
“celebrating” at The Lamplighter 

(formerly the Chicago Inn) on K 
would take an unexpected dip in the 
lake.  He spoke of resorts now gone, 
Olle’s Breezy Point right at the Grind-
stone/LCO creek, Maddens Resort and 
Little Bit of Heaven run by Irene Ber-
wick. 
 
All in all, it appears that the Delmas-
tro’s left a happy mark on the pages 
of Lac Courte Oreilles history. 
 
One another note, at the COLA picnic 
this summer Tim and Mary Howe 
looked me up and invited me over to 
their cabin.  They had the most excit-
ing thing to show me!  While replac-
ing their cabin windows they found 
old pieces of a wooden table top. 
Carved into it was “The Chippewa 
Club” and Col. Payne’s name along 
with many other members names.  It 
appears that they carved in the date 
each year and the dates began in 
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RESTATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR COLA  The purposes of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 
(COLA) are (1) to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes, their shoreland and surrounding 
areas, while respecting the interests of property owners and the rights of the general public, and (2) to consider, study, survey 
and respond to issues deemed relevant by the membership of the organization.  The Courte Oreilles Lakes consist of Lac 
Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, both located in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 

Courte Oreilles Lakes 
Association, Inc. 

7759 N WILKIE ROAD 
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843 

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE! 

COLA’S SPRING  MEETING WILL BE 
SATURDAY JUNE 18, 2005 
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND! 

PAGE TEN PAGE TEN 

Snowmobiling provides great 
opportunities for family recrea-
tion during the winter months 
in Wisconsin.  Many people will 
be operating a snowmobile for 
the very first time and along 
with that, new skills must be 
learned and new attitudes de-
veloped.   
 
The purpose of Snowmobile 
Safety training is to expose 

Snowmobile Safety Education 
by the WDNR 

new users to basic snowmo-
bile safety, responsibilities, 
ethics, laws and mechanical 
functions.   
 
By visiting the WDNR web 
site at  www.dnr.state.wi.us, 
you can get schedules and 
more information on Snow-
mobile Safety courses offered 
throughout the state this fall 
and winter. 

1899 and went on thru the 40’s.  
What a find! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month’s mystery postcard is 
“Beckers Court O’Reilles Resort 
in Stone Lake”.  It has no postmark 
so I can’t even give a time frame.  
Please call me at 715-865-4808 or 
email (jeniferwilliams@cheqnet.net) if 
you have any information about this 
old resort. 
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