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President’s Column 
                                                 By Rob Engelstad—COLA President  
 
Once again…Summer has come and gone.  It took a while to take root, but 
once we rolled into July/August, it couldn’t get any better.  Our lake remains 
in pretty good shape, and rest assured, your LCO Lake Association will be 
hard at work this off season to make sure that it continues to be a great rec-
reational lake for years to come.  With that in mind we are looking to imple-
ment a “Lake Management Plan” which will address all issues that affect our 
lake (Agriculture, Buffer Zones, etc.).  Hopefully, more can be explained at 
next year’s annual meeting. 
 
We made great strides this past year in the battle against Curly Leaf Pond-
weed.  As we’ve explained, it is typically a 3 – 4 year battle.  This is one of the 
many programs that we oversee.  Most of these programs cost money.  
Thankfully we have the resources of the LCO Foundation.  The Foundation 
helps bridge the gap when additional funds are needed.  The Foundation is 
active once again in their drive to raise money.  We’ve been very fortunate so 
far, but it continues to be a challenge.  A number of dedicated people donate 
each year to support our ongoing efforts.  But, we hope more people can do-
nate, any amount is helpful.  Our challenge will be to reach the next genera-
tion…those people (like myself), who are not the owners of the lake prop-
erty—but are the beneficiaries of cabins that have been in families for gen-
erations.  Or, they may be co-owners of the property who can share in their 
support for the lake.  Please pass this along to family members that would 

have an interest in helping to main-
tain Lac Court Oreilles so that the 
next generation, your kids and 
theirs, will be able to enjoy our lake 
as we have. 
 
Thanks for your support.  I look 
forward to seeing you at Angler’s 
Haven, Water Front, or Trails End 
Resort. 

COLA’S New “Look” 

 
You probably noticed the new masthead 
at the top of this issue of Loon Call.  
Above is the new COLA logo, which you 
will see in more places in COLA’s mate-
rials as they are produced.  
 
Our great lakes, the water purity, our 
healthy fish population, and the forests of 
our area are all reflected in the logo.  The 
logo serves as a reminder of what COLA 
is trying to protect, and all of us are con-
tinue to enjoy.   
 
COLA thanks designer, Nick Beecher, 
for our new logo and Loon Call mast-
head.  Nick and his family have enjoyed 
a cabin on LCO for many years and we 
were very happy to accept his contribu-
tion of time and talent. 

MEMBERSHIP NOTE: 
Your COLA membership expiration 
date should be displayed on the 
address label for this edition of 
the Loon Call. Please check to see 
if your membership is current, 
and if not, we need you, please 
renew today! 
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We like these guys….send 
them some business! 

2011 COLA Annual Picnic 
The 2011 COLA picnic took place on Saturday, July 23rd. The day began with 
ominous dark clouds and drenching rain.  Once again, God smiled on this 
event! The skies cleared at, literally, the last minute, and COLA Board mem-
bers hustled to set up tables, squeegee water from the pavilion, start the 
cooking fires, spread the buffet, and ice the beverages.   
 
Our guests arrived and lunch was served on schedule! Over 150 COLA mem-
bers’ families and friends enjoyed this event. As always, the food did not dis-
appoint. Chuck Aubart served roast pork, accompanied by roast corn, and all 
the sides of beans, salads, and cake. The Angry Minnow Brewery was the 
choice for two types of beer again this year,  and was greatly enjoyed. 
 
Lunch was followed by a fund raising raffle. Since the picnic is free, the sale 
of raffle tickets helps to pay for it.  There were all sorts of raffle prizes and 
gift certificates from many of our favorite local businesses (listed to the right).    
Even if you didn’t win a prize from them this year, we hope you will continue 
to support these businesses. 
 
A special thanks to COLA member and local artist Jim Carroll for his donation 
of two framed pieces of wildlife art.  Thanks to everyone who attended, and 
the entire COLA board for all their help. 
Hope to see you all at next year’s picnic.                                Allan & Barbara 

Fish Stocking and LCO 
Stocking fish in Lac Courte Oreilles is sort of a good news-bad news 
proposition.  There was no stocking of walleye in the lake this year, 
which could strike most of us as bad news.  In fact, it is actually good 
news.  The reason is that LCO is one of the very few lakes in the area 
that still has a healthy, naturally reproducing population of walleyes.   
Not stocking reduces the introduction of genetics from outside wall-
eyes which may not be as suited to survival in this lake. 
 
For muskellunge it’s a different sort of good-bad news.  The good, 
2,100 musky were stocked in LCO this year.  Since most musky fisher-
men and women practice catch and release, the mortality for musky is 
usually age and natural causes as opposed to the frying pan or the 
wall.  Ideally, LCO would be stocked with a somewhat higher number 
of fish, and every year.  The current program is for stocking at this 
level every third year. 
 
The bad news, sadly, is that Musky Bay used to be a stocking source 
for muskellunge for other lakes in the state.  However, the bay has 
become impaired to the point the native musky can’t reproduce and 
maintain their population in Lac Courte Oreilles.   
 
There are ideas for how to restore the health of Musky Bay to condi-
tions that would allow for natural musky reproduction, as well as other 
fish.  Any of these would require the involvement of the lake associa-
tion and the Wisconsin DNR, and could involve any number of conser-
vation organizations, and of course, money. 

Anglers Bar & Grill-Hayward 
Anglers Haven - LCO 
Angry Minnow 
Art Beat 
Art Malin Guide Service 
Backroads Coffee and Tea 
Body Kneads, LLC 
Coop Grocery Stone Lake 
Coop Grocery Hayward 
Coops Pizza 
Dairy Queen 
Dairy Queen 
Don Johnson Motors 
Famous Dave's 
Fireside 
Flat Creek Eatery 
Fishing Hall of Fame 
Hayward Bakery 
Hayward Cinema 
Hayward Fly Fishing Company 
Hayward National Golf Course 
Karbala's 
McDonald's 
North Star Landscaping 
Northwood's Video 
Park Theater 
Pine Knoll- Stone Lake 
PINE RIDGE 
Ranch Supper Club 
SAWMILL SALOON 
Sawyer County Record 
SUBWAY 
Stove Works 
Towering Pines Mini Golf 
Trails End on K 
Tremblays Fudge Store 
Waterfront on K 
Jim Carroll, local artist 
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WATER QUALITY: 
Dan Tyrolt, Chairman 
715-624-0102 
waterquality@cola-wi.org 
 
WATER SAFETY:  
watersafety@cola-wi.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
Jim Coors 
608-628-0694,  608-231-3593 
membership@cola-wi.org 
Bob/Doris Sanders 
715-634-4180 
membership@cola-wi.org 

 
FISHING: 
Mike Persson, Chairman 
715-634-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 
 
GOV’T/COMMUNITY RELATIONS: 
Phil Nies, Chairman 
715-634-2920 
 
VICTORY HEIGHTS REP.: 
Steve Umland 
715-865-3166 
vic-hgts@cola-wi.org 
 

 
GRANTS COORDINATOR: 
Gary Pulford, Chairman 
715-865-6269 
grants@cola-wi.org 
 
HISTORY: (GOV’T AND HISTORY)           
Signe Schroeder, Chairman 
715-634-1476 
history@cola-wi.org 
 
LOON CALL: 
Kevin Horrocks, Editor 
715-865-2113 
looncall@cola-wi.org 

2010-11 COLA Committee Chairs and Representatives 

PAGE THREE 

Official Newsletter of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

 
 

West End                    
Angler’s Haven Resort 
Angler’s Haven Resort guests and visitors had “excellent” 
walleye fishing in the spring.  And that was followed by 
“one of the best bass, panfish and northern” seasons they 
can recall.  You may know Angler’s likes to put up post-
ings of catches, and it usually takes three pages tacked up 
by the bar...this year there were four pages up by Labor 
Day!   
 
Angler’s hosted a Leinie’s Kayak Give-Away in July.  Five 
beers earned a chance at the kayak and Angler’s (inside 
and out) was packed with “the most people” ever there at 
one time.  Jake Leinenkugel was on hand to award the 
prize, which will likely stay on the lake since it was won by 
Julie McCermid from Victory Heights. 
 
Angler’s Haven Resort closes mid October.  But, they open 
again the first Thursday in December, and stay open 
through mid-March.   
 
They’ll be open 4:00 pm Thursdays, and 11:00 am Fri-
days, Saturdays, Sundays until closing.   
 
Plus, open the entire week between Christmas and New 
Year’s from 11:00 am. 
 
 
Once the freeze hits you’ll have to use your car for both 
Angler’s Haven Resort and Trails End Resort.  But, once 
LCO is frozen thick enough both will be ready for snowmo-
bilers and any cross country skiers and snowshoers hardy 
enough to make the trip. 

East End 
Trails End Resort 
Trails End Resort may not have seen as many walleyes 
early on, but “lots of bass”, and even better for those of 
us who like eating fish….they’re seeing a lot more crap-
pies.   
 
July 1 Trails End started up their new gas pump for 
boats.  Anyone with a motor on LCO can appreciate this 
service.  It was also a great excuse to wander up and see 
the remodeling and have some food, and maybe a beer, 
and listen to some music, and… 
 
Apparently, though Michele Horman put in the hours tak-
ing care of her guests, she managed to carve out some 
time of her own to enjoy the lake.  She swam across Bar-
bertown Bay 130 times during the summer (about 53 
miles total).   
 
And get this, she didn’t get duck mites.  In fact, her 
guests reported very few mites all summer.   
 
Trails End Resort will be open through Halloween.  
There’s a possibility they will stay open Thursdays 
through Sundays after that….but go on line or call to 
check. 
 
In any case, they’ll reopen the day after Christmas for 
the entire week until New Year’s.  Then, Thursdays 
through Sundays, noon to closing, until mid-March. 
 
Snowmobilers, Trails End will have the gas pump going 
through the winter, set up so you can pay at the pump. 
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                                           What's on the COLA Website? 
         by Mickey Odawa, COLA Webmaster 
 
Most COLA members know that we maintain an official association website at www.cola-wi.org.  We keep adding to the 
site frequently, and now have accumulated a substantial depth and extent of materials. 
 
The page that comes up when you first arrive at the site is called the Home Page, and it acts as a table of contents to all 
the resources available on the site.  We try to put a new picture in the background of the Home Page whenever we 
make a big change to the contents, and we like to show a different picture at night than we display during the day.  If 
you have a high-resolution photo that you'd like to see on the front of our website, you can submit it by emailing 
to webmaster@cola-wi.org.  If we end up using your picture, we'll give you credit for it. 
 
The Home Page has two columns of article titles (we call them Menus).  On the left menu are news articles about COLA 
and LCO that change frequently, while the menus on the right are organizational details that remain fairly static over the 
years. 
 
Notice as you move your mouse, how some things change color or design while the mouse is over them, then revert 
back to the original color when the mouse moves away. Whenever something changes colors, that means there's an 
interesting article or document that can be viewed by clicking on it. 
 
One of the most useful resources on the website is found on the right-hand menu, under the title "Documents."  Here 
you can find a treasure trove of useful and interesting papers and pamphlets.  Do you want to see the current plans for 
management of LCO's fisheries, of its aquatic plants, and its shoreline?  What are the DNR's new Regulations for Docks 
and Piers?  What are the official rules for Boating?  Exactly where on the lake have LCO and others placed fish cribs?  All 
of these documents are available in the Documents menu. 
 
Another interesting resource on the right side of the website table of contents is called "Photo Album".  Here you will 
find a collection of snapshots from many of the COLA meetings, picnics, and other events stretching back over the last 
five years or so.  Additionally, in 2005 COLA sponsored an aerial photography series containing shots of the lake and 
many of its cottages.  These pictures are in the Photo Album as well. 
 
There's much much more on the COLA website.  Exactly how many and what kinds fish are found in LCO?  Where can I 
find a copy of the LCO History book?  What was that article that appeared in the Loon Call a couple of years ago about 
the Heinrichs and other old resorts?  Remember the Mystery Postcards?  The best way to find the answers to these 
questions and others you may have, is for you to explore the site and find things that pique your interest.  Go to the 
Home Page, www.cola-wi.org, and roll your mouse around the window.  If something changes color, that means there's 
something valuable or interesting for you.  Click on it and see what it leads to.  That's www.cola-wi.org 

                                                            COLA Lake Management Update 
 
     In last Spring’s issue of the Loon Call, there was an introduction to the purpose for, and content of the Lac Courte 
Oreilles Lake Management Plan (the “Plan”).  Members will recall that the Plan (find it at www.cola-wi.org) was adopted 
by the COLA Board back in February and subsequently approved by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(WDNR).  The Plan specifies long term water quality goals for big and little LCO that COLA intends to achieve by imple-
menting eighteen (18) specific actions under five broad lake management categories.  The five lake management cate-
gories are:  1) Agricultural and other Discharges.  2)Changing Land Use in the LCO Watershed.  3) LCO Shore Land De-
velopment and Buffer Area.  4) Invasive Species Management.   5) Lake and Stream Monitoring. 
 
     Since adopting the Plan, COLA has been working hard to establish an organizational framework and recruit volun-
teers to begin the job of implementing the eighteen action items.  The COLA Board has established the “COLA Lake 
Management Implementation Committee” (Implementation Committee) to coordinate and oversee lake management 
action implementation.           Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 4 
     The Implementation Committee is made up of a number of current COLA Board members and other COLA member-
ship volunteers.  COLA has also hired Frank Pratt, former DNR Regional Fisheries Biologist, recently retired from the 
WDNR, to help coordinate and advance the work of the Implementation Committee. 
 
     The Implementation Committee, as their first task, has prioritized the action items and has decided to concentrate 
and advance ten of the eighteen action items over the next two years starting July 1, 2011.   The ten action items and 
the COLA lead(s) for implementation are: 
 
     1.  Work with Cranberry growers to eliminate discharges to LCO ----Rob Englestad 
     2.  Monitor and advance agricultural “best management practices” on farms within the direct drainage area of  LCO---             
     Tom Heinrich 
     3.  Evaluate feasibility of dredging/chemically treating Musky Bay to remove phosphorus----Rob Englestad and 
 Mike Persson 
     4.  Evaluate and make recommendations to form a Lake Management District----Frank Pratt 
     5.  Survey and establish shoreline buffer zones----Kris Sivertson and Carol Heinrich (see related story) 
     6.  Survey big and little LCO septic systems and oversee follow up----Mark Laustrup (see related story) 
     7.  Ongoing treatment of curly leaf pond weed/AIS grand coordination----Steve Umland, Dan Tyrolt, Sue Horrocks 
     8.  Maintain the “Clean Boats” program----Allen Hoeft 
     9.  Water flow monitoring----Gary Pulford 
     10. Water quality monitoring----Gary Pulford 
 
     “Lake Management Action Plans” that lay out the objectives, strategies, tasks and timelines for implementing each of 
the ten action items have been prepared and can viewed at www.cola-wi.org.  COLA intends to keep the membership 
fully informed of the progress in implementing the Lac Courte Oreilles Lake Management Plan through regular updates 
on the COLA web site and in the Loon Call.  The COLA Board is convinced that through implementation of these action 
items we can be well on our way to achieving the water goals that we have set for our beloved lakes.  If you want and 
can help in the implementation of these vital activities…….please contact any one of the COLA Board members. 

 
LCO Shoreline Assessment Study 
 
During the fall of 2011 and the spring/summer of 2012 COLA will be making an assessment of the shoreline vegetation/
buffer of Lac Court Oreilles. This assessment is a critical management goal of both the Lake Management Plan and the 
Aquatic Plant Management Plan (APMP) that were completed for the lake during 2011. 
 
It is COLA’s long term goal to establish shore land buffers zones of 100% of LCO properties. This is the most cost effi-
cient action that can be done to help eliminate pollution runoff into the lake as stated in APMP. 
            Continued on page 6 
 

Dock Regulations and Permits  -   
     A couple years ago Wisconsin passed more restrictive dock size regulations regarding width and length and the size 
of the “loading area” or platform.  Enforcement was to begin summer of 2011.  If your dock was in compliance with the 
new rules you were fine and did not need to do anything.  People with pre 2004, non-compliant docks could apply to be  
‘grandfathered’ in.  Such a poor job was done informing people and so many docks would have been in violation the 
blowback convinced the state to extend the application deadline to: April 1, 2012.    
     The DNR suggests going to DNR.WI.GOV/waterways/recreation/piers.  Use the on-line program for your dock 
and know if you are in compliance...or how far out of it.  If yours is in compliance you’re fine.  If not, you can probably 
submit Dock Registration Form 3500-114 and be grandfathered in.  If yours is over the specifications allowed for being 
grandfathered you either modify your dock or submit an Individual Permit form.  Sorry there aren’t better directions but 
these new regulations are a moving target.  The best suggestion is to go on line and figure what you need to do.      
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Continued from page 5 
In order to achieve this goal, a base line inventory of the existing shore line is required. This process involves photo-
graphing the existing conditions of the first 35 feet of each lot on the lake. This information will NOT be used for any 
enforcement actions against property owners. We are simple gathering information.  
 
The following (Goal 5) is from the Aquatic Plant Management Plan and best describes our actions. I also urge to read 
the study protocol on website.  
 
Goal 5) Restoration and preservation of native shoreline vegetation  
 
Shoreline vegetation is very important to the ecosystem of Lac Courte Oreilles Lake. It provides key habitat for amphibi-
ans, reptiles, insects, birds and aquatic mammals. Furthermore, it buffers the lake from non-point source pollution and 
reduces erosion into the lake. As development occurs, the native vegetation that was present around the lake shore gets 
replaced by lawns and/or non-native, ornamental plants. Many times the tree and shrub layers are reduced or elimi-
nated resulting in heavier runoff containing more sediment and nutrients. It is vital that the shoreline buffer be pre-
served and areas that have been adversely affected are restored. Due to the importance of the shoreline buffers and 
vegetation, lakeshore property owners should be highly encouraged to consider shoreline restoration projects. Sawyer 
County does have a program in place for helping with buffer restoration projects.  
 
     Objective 1: The Courte Oreilles Lake Association will implement an aggressive, effective education effort about the  
     importance of native shoreline vegetation 
 
     Objective 2:  Designate several successful buffer zone restoration projects so lake residents can better understand 
     what a buffer restoration looks like and track its progression. 
 
Action Items 
Organize and provide education about the importance of native shoreline vegetation and encourage restoration. 
 
Encourage shoreline restoration projects and facilitate shoreline restoration projects through incentives and/or cost 
share programs with Sawyer County or other grants. 
 
Should there be any property owner who would be interested in participating in demonstration plantings with shared 
costs with COLA, Sawyer County and the DNR, please contact me through the COLA website.  Kris Sivertson  VP COLA 
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Curly Leaf Pondweed Treatment 2011 
There was a huge, collective sigh of relief last spring when Bonestroo (the engineering firm hired to perform the CLP 
treatment) was able to get onto LCO and smack the heck out of the Curly Leaf Pondweed.  Originally, it was scheduled 
to be treated on May 2.  But, Ice-out was late and the weather remained cold, significantly slowing the warming of the 
lake water.  Repeatedly Musky Bay, the biggest problem area, was checked to see if any CLP had begun to grow.  The 
aquatic herbicides are effective when used while plants are actively growing and time after time no plants were ob-
served.  But, we were also running out of time, the DNR permit had an expiration date.  Though the water finally was 
warming up there was also a temperature limit we had to stay under so as to avoid damage to the native, good plants. 
 
At the eleventh hour CLP suddenly sprouted throughout the targeted areas, volunteers put up the required treatment 
signs at shoreline properties in the designated areas, Bonestroo was called in and treatment began, non-stop.  They 
were working well into the night treating Musky Bay, Stuckey Bay, Barbertown Bay, and Grindstone Creek.   
 
Overall, the results were excellent.  Musky Bay started with roughly 90 acres of CLP.  Observers went all over the area 
for the post treatment results and were amazed at how the CLP had been knocked down, none was seen.  Stuckey Bay, 
although having a much smaller area of CLP, was also very effectively treated. 
 
The disappointment was Barbertown Bay.  Although the area previously mapped out and treated was effectively cleared, 
            Continued on page 7 
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          Continued from page 6  
additional, new CLP was widely dispersed, growing through much of the northern most part of the Bay.  The treatment 
permit only allows treatment of the specific, mapped, designated areas.  Even if there is plenty of herbicide on the boat 
and CLP is spotted, plants outside the areas designated in the permit cannot be treated.  Instead, the new infestation 
must be measured and mapped using GPS coordinates.  Then, application for a treatment permit must be submitted, 
and approved for the following spring treatment. 
 
Native plants and fish 
 A number of people expressed concern that the CLP treatment in Musky Bay had also killed the native plants since they 
could not see weeds growing in the treated areas.  Without the weeds they were also concerned that the fishing had 
been ruined.  There were also photos of the bay taken from an airplane and no weeds were showing up.   
 
Here’s a short version of the situation.  Overall weed growth in Musky Bay has been excessive for years, often resulting 
in large floating mats of weeds and blue-green algae to the point boats can hardly get through.  The invasive CLP grows 
earlier and faster than the native plants, so more and more it would shade and crowd out the native plants.  CLP would 
also drop turions (think seeds) earlier and die off earlier than the natives leaving areas devoid of any plants later in the 
summer.  When all these weeds, CLP and natives, died off each year they fall to the bottom and rot, using up dissolved 
oxygen, releasing stored phosphorus, and creating more muck.  This led to areas so lacking in oxygen they wouldn’t 
support fish.  Musky Bay, and to some extent Stuckey Bay, are so overloaded with phosphorus (the engine that drives 
plant and algae growth) and are so damaged that the DNR no longer captures muskellunge from Musky Bay for stocking 
other lakes, they don’t believe muskies can even sustain their numbers in Lac Courte Oreilles. 
 
The treatment in 2011 killed off 90 acres of CLP when it was still small and growing.  Though this would fall and rot it is 
dramatically less than if it had grown and run its course.  The native weeds in the same areas had already been sup-
pressed or eliminated, by the CLP.  The water remained murky for some time so observation of weeds on the bottom 
would have been very difficult.  But, several people involved with LCO water quality went out by boats specifically to 
check on the status and found that native weeds were, in fact, growing, moving back into the areas previously taken 
over by CLP.  Some native plants might have been killed in the treatment, which would not be surprising for this strong 
an effort, but more importantly they are reestablishing themselves where they belong.  The fish will move out of an area 
they don’t care for.  But as the area improves, they’ll move back in.   
 
The largest threat and the cause of the eutrophication of Musky Bay is phosphorus.  Phosphorus makes the CLP grow 
bigger and “better.”  So, robust CLP, and even too robust native plants, are a symptom of the larger phosphorus prob-
lem.  It is vital that aggressive treatment of curly leaf pondweed continue to control it or it will continue to spread 
throughout Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles and cause nearly irreversible damage.  But, this is dealing with only one 
symptom of the much larger, phosphorus problem.    
 
CLP Treatment 2012 
Unfortunately, beating CLP will require several years of treatment.  The turions dropped 2-3 years ago will likely begin to 
grow next spring and those new plants must be killed.  But, each year there should be less and less.  In 2012 we know 
COLA has to again treat Musky Bay, Stuckey Bay, Barbertown Bay.  Plus we’ll want to coordinate with treating Grind-
stone Creek, and there is CLP reported in a drainage canal we hope will be treated.  The 2012 Loon Call will likely have 
a complete update on the status of 2012 treatment.   

Impaired Water Status For Musky Bay 
 
The history and current conditions of the water, aquatic plants, phosphorus, bottom sediment, dissolved oxygen, fish 
numbers and diversity and reproduction, natural and man-made problems, normal evolution of the Bay is terribly compli-
cated.  Especially when examined in detail.  Professionals, experts, people who’ve spent their careers working in the 
field struggle with agreeing on the problem.  Involve the state and federal governments and it’s even more complex.   
 
           Continued on page  11 
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COLA needs your membership renewal for 2012,   
and 2011 if you did not renew!  

 
COLA represents most of the property owners on both big and little Lac Courte 
Oreilles.  Our efforts affect the entire lake, so we want to represent all property 
owners.  
 
In 2010 membership totaled 435 out of the 661 non-tribal lake properties, 
which was a record.  It’s disappointing that nearly 70 members from 2010 did 
not renew in 2011.   
 
These are your lakes.  Renew or join COLA and play a part in protecting them, 

keeping them lakes you love and love to use.    
 
The summer season may be over but COLA will continue working on lake issues over the autumn, through the winter, 
and will be working on the lake itself come spring and summer 2012.  Now is a great time to help out, renew your mem-
bership for 2012.  If you did not already renew for 2011, you should consider renewing 2011 and for 2012 at the same 
time.   
 
If you own a place with parents or brothers and sisters, each of you should join COLA and be a member of the lake as-
sociation.  Share the responsibility of caring for these lakes. 
 
All sorts of lake issues require ongoing attention, hundreds of hours of volunteer efforts, and expenses;  invasive weeds 
and animals, native weed diversity and health, water clarity, pollution and sediment threats from a number of sources, 
fish populations, maker buoys and safety, and more.  Remain a COLA member and keep involved and informed. 
 
COLA membership only costs $25 a year.  Include the form, below, and make check out to COLA.   
 
OR you can pay with a credit card using PayPal on the COLA website.  Just go to  www.cola-wi.org.   
In the menu on the right click on COLA Membership. 
 
Include this form, make out check to COLA and mail to:       Courte Oreilles Lakes Association 
              P.O. Box 702         
Help us keep working to protect your lake.   Hayward, Wisconsin   54843 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------

---------------------- 

(Circle option )      2012 COLA Membership    $25      
you are taking)     2011 Membership              $25     
       2011 & 2012 Membership  $50 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc.  (LCOFI) 
The Foundation is the source for COLA being able to finance important  work on Lac Courte Oreilles and Little Lac 
Courte Oreilles.  You are the source for funding The Foundation.  Without your support The Foundation, and ulti-
mately COLA simply can’t do the work necessary for the protection and restoration of the water quality of LCO.  For 
example, the extensive, costly efforts to stop CLP from spreading to more areas of the lake and to get rid of the CLP 
already here. Without these efforts CLP could literally move around the entire lake.   
 
Your contribution to The Foundation must be separate from your COLA membership, using a separate check.  How-
ever, contributions to The LCO Foundation are tax deductible.  
 
Please consider helping beyond your COLA membership (Contributions to The Foundation cannot be used to include 
COLA memberships/renewals).      
 
Tax Deductible Contribution:   Make check out to: Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. and mail to:   
   The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
   c/o  Richard R. Land, Trustee 
   6756 N. Victory Heights Circle 
   Stone Lake, WI  54876-3054 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 
LCOFI Contribution          Please include this form 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Permanent Address/Street_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Lake Address/Street__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________   State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Phone at lake______________________Home phone or cell________________ Email  ___________________                 
 

Allen Hoeft, (Clean Boats, Picnic) 
865-4404, 608-788-9448 
cleanboats@cola-wi.org 
 
Mickey Odawa, (Web Site) 
715-865-2503 
webmaster@cola-wi.org 
 
Open position, Secretary 
secretary@cola-wi.org 

Mike Persson, (Fishing) 
715-364-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 
 
Sue Horrocks, (Public Relations) 
715-865-2113 
pr@cola-wi.org 
 
Mark Laustrup (Septic & Runoff) 
715-634-0842 
runoff@cola-wi.org 
 

Rob Engelstad, President (Water) 
612-581-5775 
president@cola-wi.org 
 
Kris Sivertson, Vice President 
(PR) 
715-210-0818 
vp@cola-wi.org 
 
Steve Lillyblad, (Treasurer) 
715-865-4612 
treasurer@cola-wi.org 
 

 
           2011 COLA Board of Directors      (with areas of oversight) 
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You are NOT on a municipal sewer system 
 
In February 2011, COLA adopted and aggressive lake management plan, addressing all known sources of pollution 
to Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles.  Septic system failure was identified as one of those sources. 
 
Septic systems were required to collect and treat human waste after it became apparent that simply piping it to the 
lakes was creating a whole host of health and environmental problems.  A traditional septic system consists of a baf-
fled treatment tank that distributes the liquid fraction to a drain field where it is slowly absorbed and cleansed by 
the soil column where soil microbes consume bacteria and small particulate matter, rendering them harmless.   
 
When a septic system fails, the soils are no longer capable of providing the environment necessary for the soil mi-
crobes to carry out their task.  At this point, the effluent can reach a lake by either surface runoff (ponding at the 
drain field location and subsequent heavy rainfall or spring runoff) or by the movement of ground water to the lake 
when ground water levels are high.  In addition to bacteria, phosphorus and nitrogen are also polluting agents asso-
ciated with septic system failure. 
 
The last septic system survey of Lac Courte Oreilles was conducted 17-years ago in 1994.  The average lifespan of a 
modern septic system is somewhere between 20 and 30 years, depending on the local characteristics of the soils.  
After that time, they may need to be rejuvenated or relocated.  Since the time Sawyer County adopted septic sys-
tem regulations, many of the newer systems are either holding tanks or mounds.  This is because many of the re-
maining sites available to development could not meet the requirements for a traditional system, i.e., at least 3-feet 
of suitable soil between the bottom of the system and a restrictive factor such as groundwater or saturated soils. 
 
COLA wants to fund a new survey in 2013 and we need at least 51% of all Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles lake-
shore property owners to approve of the effort (Sawyer County requirement).  It is imperative that COLA members 
begin contacting their lakeshore neighbors to foster support and ask them to spread the word in support of the sur-
vey.  The water quality of Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles is being negatively impacted by a number of activities, 
each of which needs to be addressed in a meaningful way if we want to avoid any further degradation.  This survey 
represents the initial effort to tackle one of them.  For more information on your septic system or for more general 
information, go to the Sawyer County Zoning and Conservation website: 
http://www.sawyercountygov.org/Departments/ZoningandConservation/tabid/70/Default.aspx.  You may also con-
tact Eric Wellauer, Sawyer County sanitarian at 715-634-8288 with any questions that you might have. 
 
 
2011 Clean Boat Program 
 
The 2011 Clean Boats program kicked off on Memorial Day Weekend. COLA volunteers were at lake landings to 
greet boaters putting in, making sure their boats and trailers weren’t bringing in any vegetation, even offering 
donuts to the early arrivers.   
 
The boat ramp in Chicago Bay was monitored 32 hours a week from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
 
COLA ran public service radio spots on the local stations, in particular on the outdoors fishing shows, asking people 
to check their boats and not dump leftover minnows in the water (the dumped water could carry the VHS virus), or 
worms on the shore (they are actually invasive species).  
 
A grant application for 2012 and beyond will be included in COLA’s overall Lake Management Plan. 
 
The clean boats program continues to receive great support from the Wisconsin DNR, Sawyer County and the Boat-
ing Public. There were hundreds of public contacts and no reports of violations. Let’s continue our vigilance and slow 
the spread of invasive species. 
                                                                                                                    Allan Hoeft, Board Member 
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        Impaired Water continued from page 7 
Nearly anyone trying to unravel this situation may understandably glaze over, or throw up their hands in frustration, or 
have trouble controlling their blood pressure.  But the situation in Musky Bay is critical to the future not only of that bay, 
but of both Lac Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles. 
 
The correspondence back and forth on this issue number into double digits, often referring to yet more correspondence 
and documents and statutes, and so forth.  COLA and the appropriate government offices have plenty of experts wal-
lowing in facts and expertise, that’s their job.  So, rather than try to cover all the information in detail or try to explain 
all the nuances, we hope to provide an understanding of where things stand so subsequent updates will make some 
sense. 
 
Why does COLA want Musky Bay listed as “impaired?”    
 
Well, to start, it is.  Summer is the time of highest use.  Once the water warms sufficiently CLP first, then the native 
aquatic weeds begin growing.  The weeds grow to such large, choking mats of vegetation that boats can’t pass through 
without raising their motors to remove gobs of weeds.  The DNR even acknowledges having “to cut navigational corri-
dors through the heavy algal mats…”  Recreation is severely impaired.  Boating is difficult, sailing is out, waterskiing is 
out, swimming would be nearly suicidal.  The deterioration has caused the DNR to cease using Musky Bay as a source 
for muskies for stocking, and don’t believe the native muskies can reproduce a sustaining population.  There are areas 
where the dissolved oxygen has been so depleted fish cannot survive.   
 
If the Bay is listed as impaired the state and federal governments get involved to help figure out what is happening in 
Musky Bay, why it is deteriorating.  Officially determining the causes of the Bay’s problems should then lead to identify-
ing what steps must be taken, steps the government would require be taken, to fix the problems.   
 
Both state and federal governments can, then, also be approached for funding assistance through grants and through 
various programs to not only stopping further deterioration of Musky Bay, and ultimately the entire lake, but to restore 
the health and quality of the Bay.  We can get the resources necessary to get the work done. 
 
Why didn’t the EPA declare Musky Bay impaired? 
 
In 2008 COLA applied through Wisconsin DNR to have Musky Bay listed as an impaired water.  The listing was held back 
by the WDNR, even though that also meant holding up a couple hundred other Wisconsin waters from getting their im-
paired listings and getting help since the list submitted could not be cherry picked, it’s all or nothing.   
 
In 2009 COLA acted to have Musky Bay listed as impaired directly by the EPA (United States Environmental Protection 
Agency).  COLA was led to believe that the reasons for impaired water status should focus on the conditions that make 
Musky Bay unusable for recreation, such as the large weed mats and blue-green algae, not on more difficult to analyze 
conditions like excessive phosphorus, lack of oxygen, etc.  So, that’s what COLA, and you lakeshore property owners 
who responded to the request for input all focused on. 
 
The EPA indicated in their letter explaining their decision that, overall, they want more information.  Some of this may 
be more “scientifically” measured information such as parts per billion of phosphorus from various points around the 
lake.  Also, they seem to be asking for specifics such as the size of the weed mats, where in Musky Bay the weed mats 
were located, the length of time they were present and obstructing use of the Bay.   
 
However, the EPA recommended that the Wisconsin DNR place Musky Bay in “Category 3” of Wisconsin’s impaired water 
list.  This means the EPA agrees the Bay is impaired, and that the DNR should gather the necessary information to com-
plete the listing and list Musky Bay as impaired. 
 
Where do we go from here? 
Upon going through many of the details of the decision by the state and the EPA, COLA has identified a number of prob-
lems with getting Musky Bay listed which COLA is trying to work with the DNR to get straightened out.  Con’t page 12 
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RESTATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR COLA  The purposes of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 
(COLA) are (1) to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes, their shorelands and surrounding 
areas, while respecting the interests of property owners and the rights of the general public, and (2) to consider, study, survey 
and respond to issues deemed relevant by the membership of the organization.  The Courte Oreilles Lakes consist of Lac 
Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, both located in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 
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        Impaired Water Continued from page 11 
For example, the WDNR wants to deal with Musky Bay as a self-contained, shallow lake, as if it is an individual lake 
separate from Lac Courte Oreilles.  This allows the DNR to use high phosphorus levels which are considered accept-
able for shallow lakes.   
 
Lac Courte Oreilles, however, has been designated by Wisconsin as an “Outstanding Water Resource” (OWR).  Less 
than 1% of the lakes in Wisconsin can meet the high standards to be listed as OWR.  LCO is a two-tier lake, one of 
the very few remaining in Wisconsin.  As a reference, this is the quality of lakes and water found and protected in the 
Boundary Waters National Park.  The phosphorus levels which are acceptable in a lake of this unique quality are dra-
matically less than for a shallow, one-tier lake.   
 
Musky Bay is not a separate lake.  The opening to the Bay from the main lake is nearly a mile wide (.8 mile).  This is 
one of the reasons the lake should be viewed in its entirety.  Musky Bay clearly is part of the lake, and it’s through this 
opening from Musky Bay that many of the threats to LCO are introduced, such as high levels of phosphorus. 
 
COLA will continue to work with the WDNR and the EPA to help develop the scientific information they are looking for, 
and the common sense that’s also needed for getting Musky Bay and LCO and Little LCO protected, and saved. 
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