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Editor’s Column 
When COLA talks about volunteers that means the COLA Board and Committee 
Chairs and Representatives, too.  Some are locals, others are seasonal or weekenders.  
They give up blocks of time (however nice the weather) for meetings all year.  Some 
drive hundreds of miles just to attend the meetings, and there is no reimbursement for 
gas.  During the year they meet with the aquatic engineers, government officials at 
County, State, National levels, other members, experts on water, pollution, conserva-
tion groups and so on.  Most of these meetings are informative, though not particu-
larly fun.  But they are critical in order to work on LCO issues, knowing facts and 
details, not just opinions, rumors, spin and hearsay. 
 
Since the volunteers have families, lives and jobs it’s often difficult to find the time, 
and energy, to tackle all the ideas and efforts identified to help improve and protect 
the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes.  Some of these efforts could be full time jobs. 
 
 A lot of serious, hard work has taken place to meet goals set in the Lake Management 
Plan. Literally thousands of volunteer hours spent. When needed, consultants are 

enlisted to bring their expertise to 
tough problems: 
- CLP treatment 
- Shoreline Restoration 
- Septic awareness 
- AIS awareness 
- Local and State Advocacy 
- Water quality monitoring 
 
COLA owes it to its members to try 
to keep everyone in the loop on cur-
rent events as they relate to the lakes.  
It’s only through clear understanding 
and updates on our water quality 
threats that we can we work together 
to protect the lakes.  We need all 
property owners to become COLA 
members.  If you are not a member 
we need you to become one. 
 
A little history: 
- In the early 1960s the Lac Courte 
Oreilles Protective Association was 
formed by a handful of property own-
ers to respond to changes in water 
quality, clarity,                Cont. pg 10                

 
Cribs for Courte Oreilles 
 
You may need a dive mask and scuba tank to 
see the most recent lake improvement project 
performed in Lac Courte Oreilles.  Then 
you’ll need to dive a little over 20 feet deep to 
where 40 new fish cribs were placed in the 
lake October 19. 
 
LCO is a large lake with shallow sandbars, 
rock bars, deep drop-offs, weed beds, boul-
ders and everything in between.  In spite of 
this diversity, much of the lake is lacking in 
structure, meaning the lake bottom is rela-
tively clean and smooth.  But, fish like struc-
ture. 
 
So, COLA, the LCO Conservation Depart-
ment and Walleyes for Northwest Wisconsin 
got together to donate money and time to 
purchase, build and place new fish cribs. 
 
Fish cribs have been put into LCO before.  
This time there was an opportunity to study 
and compare several crib types which had 
been used in Round Lake.  The choice was a 
plastic fish crib about 4 feet by 4 feet in size 
with a solid top and bottom which volunteers 
jammed full of brush.  The cribs were placed 
fairly close to each other on the lake bottom 
creating an improved fish environment. 
 
All sorts of small fish move into the tangles 
of brush where they are much safer from 
predators.  The brush aids in the growth of 
beneficial algae, which in turn aids in attract-
ing phytoplankton and zooplankton which 
become food for the small fish.  The goal is to 
increase the numbers of fish maturing and 
reproducing in LCO. 
 
The fish cribs cost $110 apiece but this was 
shared by the groups working together.  Just 
as important the work of filling the cribs, 
attaching cinder blocks as anchors, getting the 
cribs out and into the lake was also shared by 
volunteers from all these groups. 

COLA MEMBER NOTE: 
Your COLA membership expira-
tion date should be displayed on 
the address label on the Loon 
Call. Please check to see if your 
membership is current, and if 
not, we need you. Please renew 
today!  See Page 8 
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What’s the point of all this? 

       By: Kara Fitzpatrick 
In addition to swimming, working at Marie’s Hideaway, and kayaking,  I actually 

researched my tail off this summer.  To fill you all in, an assessment of the shoreline 
conditions of Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles was conducted through June, July, 
and August this past summer.  The principle researcher (myself) and assistants 
floated along the shoreline (baking to a crisssp) and collected data on the vegeta-
tion, slope, erosion, and other characteristics of the shoreline.  Here’s why. 

 
The area of land adjacent to a water body is called the riparian buffer zone.  

These areas are crucial to water quality, the main functions being nonpoint source 
pollution mitigation and wildlife habitat.  By slowing the flow of runoff, riparian 
vegetation (plants near shore) filters pollution and nutrients before they dive into 
the lake.  The roots of these lakeside shrubs, grasses, and trees also help keep the 
soil in place to prevent sediment loading from erosion.  And, of course, these plants 
create more homes for critters that are important players in a healthy, thriving lake 
ecosystem. 

 
By keeping track of the current shoreline conditions of Lac Courte Oreilles, wa-

ter quality degradation can be avoided (which also means the property values of the 
area can be preserved).  Now that the data has been collected, it must be meticu-
lously catalogued, analyzed, and analyzed again.  Classes have begun here at Indi-
ana University, and I couldn't be happier.  I have an abundance of valuable re-
sources at my fingertips to ensure that the shoreline assessment and prioritization is 
completed with the pinnacle of scientific reasoning.  My academic adviser for the 
project is an expert in limnology, and my GIS (geographic information systems) 
instructor is helping me construct a database and write algorithms to conduct the 
spatial analysis.  Basically, overqualified IU researchers from multiple disciplines 
have my back.  The next step is to obtain more data on LCO, such as soil and to-
pographic maps, to include in the analysis.  

 
The point of assessing the shoreline conditions last summer, and collecting 

ecological data from other sources, is to consider all parameters relevant in deciding 
where to focus shoreline management efforts.  Based on my pure speculation of 
what we saw this summer, I would venture to estimate that less than 20% of LCO's 
shoreline is in "critical" condition.  Critical meaning that if action is not taken now, 
erosion and/or runoff will continue to affect the nearby water quality.  One of the 
many final products of this research project will be a digital, color-coded map of the 
shoreline indicating exactly where shoreline restoration efforts would be most bene-
ficial to water quality.  Also included in this map will be photographic representa-
tions of the shoreline to display the exact condition and environment of the affected 
area; this enables a proper diagnosis and prescription for the problem.  For exam-
ple, a red area of shoreline on the map represents terrain in need of immediate 
attention.  So, the authorized map user can click on that area to view its picture, 
description, and the contact information for that land owner.  In this way, an au-
thorized user of this information, such as the Wisconsin DNR or the Courte Oreilles 
Lakes Association, can reach out to those land owners with effective suggestions 
and plans on how and why to address that specific problem, which is affecting the 
lake's overall water quality. 

 
I hope I have answered anyone who may have been asking themselves, 

"What's the point of all this?"  Which I may have asked my frustrated-self once or 
twice… 

 
“What’s the point of all this?” is a followup to Kara’s article in the Spring 2012 

Loon Call, “We are the Stewards of Land and Water”. 
 

Sawyer County— 
Serious about Shorelines 
   Kevin Horrocks 
Actually, not just Sawyer County but all 
counties in the state and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources are tak-
ing the importance of shoreline conditions 
very seriously.  As  property owners, most 
with shorelines on the Courte Oreilles 
Lakes, COLA members should be aware of 
how this may affect them. 
 
There has been a Wisconsin State law on 
the books for quite a while now that re-
quires shoreline property owners have and 
maintain a 35 foot natural buffer from the 
edge of the water back onto their property.   
 
About a year ago, counties began tying 
compliance with this buffer law to property 
owners being able to obtain building per-
mits.  The building permits are the same, 
standard permits which have always been 
required for new construction, additions, 
whatever.     
 
However, in addition to what you need to 
provide to obtain a building permit, you 
will be required to sign and register an 
agreement to comply with the shoreline 
buffer.  There is a fee associated with this 
for the Registration of Deeds separate from 
the building permit fee. 
 
With this agreement the property owner 
essentially states/agrees their shoreline is 
either in compliance with the State law, or 
that the owner will bring the shoreline into 
compliance within a specified time.    
 
Even with the 35 foot natural buffer the 
property owner can have an access corridor 
or opening up to 30 feet wide for every 100 
feet of shoreline.   
 
Don’t think this has to be some unsightly 
tangle of weeds.  There are all sorts of at-
tractive plants which perform as filters to 
help remove nutrients and pollutants before 
they enter the lake.    
 
See the COLA educational brochures in 
the Lake Management Update for how to 
get more information about some of the 
plants well suited for you, which you may 
want on your shoreline. 
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waterquality@cola-wi.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
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715-865-3166 
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Kevin Horrocks, Editor 
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looncall@cola-wi.org 
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2012 COLA Annual Picnic 
 
July 21st, 2012 marked the COLA annual picnic. More than 150 
members, family and friends gathered at the Bass Lake Town Hall 
picnic grounds to celebrate on a beautiful summer afternoon. 
 
COLA board members and volunteers arrived early to set up ta-
bles, ice the soft drinks and beer and start the grills to cook roast 
corn on the cob and hot dogs. 
 
Chuck Aubart arrived with his barbeque wagon and provided the 
delicious roast pork we all look forward to each July.  Add potato 
salad, corn on the cob, baked beans and cake for dessert.  No 
one went home hungry. 
 
Thank Tom Burgess, former COLA President, for once again vol-
unteering as our bartender and serving up great beer from Hay-
ward’s Angry Minnow Brew Pub. 
 
The Sawyer County Record was on hand to photograph and inter-
view several families who have enjoyed lake places on Lac Courte 
Oreilles for many generations. 
 
Following our terrific lunch was a raffle for many super prizes and 
gift certificates.  This calls for a double-thank you.  First, to the 
many area businesses and individuals who generously donated 
the raffle items to help put some additional fun and excitement 
into our picnic.  Second, to the picnic goers who put so much 
spirit into the event and bought the raffle tickets.  Yes, they 
hoped to win, but many expressed how it gave them a fun way to 
support the picnic.  Thanks to their combined generosity COLA 
raised more than $800 to offset the cost of this year’s picnic. 
 
A special thanks to artist and COLA member Jim Carroll who do-
nated a beautiful wildlife print that was featured in the drawing 
and to Art Beat of Hayward for donating the custom frame. 
 
A complete list of area businesses who provided gifts for 2012 
COLA picnic follows.  Whether you are full time or seasonal, 
please continue to support them during your time in Hayward and 
here at the lake!  They support us, let’s support them. 
 
We look forward to planning next year’s picnic.  If you would like 
to help or have ideas to make this event even more fun, give us a 
call.  Plan for next year’s picnic for the third Saturday in July.   

      COLA 2012 Picnic—Raffle Prizes Donors  
 
Anglers Haven—LCO  Five Sweatshirt/T-shirt packages 
Anglers Bar & Grill—Hayward    Two Gift Certificates 
Angry Minnow   Growler with 12 refills of beer 
Backroads Coffee and Tea One pound Backwoods Coffee  
Body Kneads, LLC  1/2 Hour Massage gift certificate 
Chippewa Inn   Two Gift Certificates 
Coops Pizza  Coupon Card 
Dairy Queen  Gift Certificate for 8 inch Ice  
   Cream Cake 
Dressy Log Furniture Log Wood Stand with Dish for Dog 
   Log Wood Candle Stand 
End Zone  Gift Certificate 
Fireside Restaurant Gift Certificate 
Fishing Hall of Fame Six Admission Tickets 
Great Reflections Car Wash       Two Wash/Dry Certificates 
Big Fish Golf  Four 18 Hole Rounds of Golf 
Hayward Golf & Tennis  Two 18 Hole Rounds of Golf with  
   Cart 
Golf at Spooner Golf Club Two 18 Holes of Golf with Car 
Hayward Amusement Center    Go Kart & 18 Hole Mini Golf 
Hayward Bakery            Gift Certificate 
Lumberjack Mini Golf One free round 
LumberShack  Two Gift Cards 
North Star Landscaping  Gift Card 
Outdoor Ventures  Gift Certificate 
Perkins   One Whole Pie 
Pizza Hut  Two Medium Pizzas, Pop, Bread 
   sticks 
Salon Soleil—Hayward One Consult/Haircut with Jennifer 
Sawyer County Record Annual Subscription 
Stove Works  Gift Certificate 
Trails End Resort  Two Gift Certificates 
Treelands Resort in Chippewa Flowage Pizza Party (3  
   Large Pies), Four Beer/Soda Pitchers 
Trembleys  Three Gift Certificates 
The Ranch Supper club Gift Certificate 
The Waterfront on K Gift Certificate 
Jim Carroll, LCO Artist Wildlife print framed by Art Beat 
 
            See you on the lake.         Allan and Barbara Hoeft 
            715-865-2232                  e-mail    a.hoeft@att.net 
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Phosphorus—Secchi Relationship       Gary Pulford 
Secchi transparency or clarity readings are a simple yet effective way to judge the concentration of phosphorus in water.  
More phosphorus in the water means more algae is produced which results in loss of water transparency/clarity. Right 
now, phosphorus concentrations in the deeper parts of Lac Courte Oreilles average about 9 parts per billion (ppb) and the 
Secchi readings average 18 – 19 feet.    Increasing phosphorus concentration from 9 ppb to 15 ppb can be expected to 
reduce transparencies from 18/19 feet to less than 12 feet. 

 
  Average summer transparency in feet as a function of total phosphorus   

 

 
 

The progression of average summer Secchi readings per LCO bay/basin are plotted below ranging from the lowest readings in 
Musky Bay, West Basin (Stuckey Bay) and Barbertown Bay to the highest readings in the East Basin. These Secchi readings corre-
late well to the phosphorus concentration found in the different bays/basins and shows that the whole of LCO is affected by sources 
of phosphorus as water moves through the system. 
 

 Average summer Secchi Transparency by LCO Bay for 2009 and 2010.                     
 

 
 

Average Summer Total Phosphorus and Secchi Transparency 
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Lake Management Plan Implementation Update 
 
Education            Susan Horrocks 
We hope COLA members have received and read the series of educational brochures that were mailed to all LCO property owners 
this past spring and early summer. Because the water quality issues in the LCO lakes are complex and require the cooperation of all 
of us, it’s important that we be proactive, work from facts and good information and be knowledgeable. 
 
COLA developed the first in the Educational Brochure series, Lac Courte Oreilles – What Makes it Special, Why It’s At Risk as an 
introduction to limnology, the study of fresh water lakes and ponds.  It points to the troubling reality that LCO lakes are at the tip-
ping point; that without controls on phosphorous in the lakes, the aggressive growth of algae and aquatic invasive species, like curly 
leaf pondweed, will take over, spread and further degrade the lake water. 
 
Be on the Lookout for these Lake Invaders is a good reference guide to five of the most dreaded aquatic invasive species either pre-
sent, or threatening, to enter the LCO lakes.  Color photos with full descriptions make identification easy and actionable. 
 
The third in the series (Stop working so hard and start enjoying…)promotes shoreline protection and restoration; a critical piece of 
the water quality equation. The brochure offers practical tips for preservation, such as establishing a shoreline buffer and rain garden, 
reducing impervious surfaces and controlled use of pesticides and fertilizer. It points out that while a beautifully manicured lawn that 
runs to the edge of the lake may be the envy of the neighbors, it can be a real threat to the lakes. To help in the restoration process, 
the brochure offers photos of several native plants that are approved and locally available to help make LCO cleaner and healthier. 
 
A new COLA mantra is, “Don’t Feed the Lakes”, and this brochure is a guide to keeping your septic system – and the lakes – 
healthy. There are practical do’s and don’ts as they relate to preventing septic system failure, controlling costs and protecting 
groundwater.  As with the other brochures in this series, it provides a list of resources for more information or treatment of your sys-
tem. 
 
If you would like additional copies of the brochures, or have other educational topics you’d like us to tackle, please contact Susan 
Horrocks,  pr@cola-wi.org. 
 
We all need to be aware of changes occurring within our environment, especially those growing, literally, under our noses.  Please 
help save the lakes we love. 
 
Shoreline Buffer Survey         Kris Sivertson 
The field work for the shoreline assessment portion of the LMP was completed this summer.  The next step is to implement restora-
tion projects on LCO.  To help property owners see the benefits of shoreline restoration and to see the fact that restoration can be 
both very aesthetic and functional, COLA is going to undertake several sample restoration projects during the summer of 2013.  The 
goal for next summer is to complete sample restoration projects on 3 properties on the lake. Using the data that has been compiled by 
Kara Fitzpatrick (see page 2), we will indentify one property in each of the shoreline types/classifications, contact the Owner and 
inquire if they would be willing to participate in a restoration project. 
 
The funding for these restorations would be provided by funds from the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) grant, COLA, and the prop-
erty owner. Some plant materials, and funds if available, will be provided by Sawyer County along with technical expertise.  Labor 
would be volunteer participation. 
 
We will cap the total expenditure for each project at $1500 for materials.  Depending upon the individual characteristic of each site 
the total costs for the property owner should be in the range of 350 to 500 dollars. 
 
Depending upon funds available to us for cost sharing we can work with more than three properties.  If a property owner wishes to 
undertake their own restoration project, COLA and Sawyer County could assist with design and plant selection.  There are also pri-
vate contractors that can be hired to do the restoration work.  Just be sure they have experience in restoration work. 
 
Should you have an interest in participating as a sample project, please contact Kris Sivertson vp@cola.wi.org .  We will require that 
a buffer easement be created along with maintenance and monitoring agreements. 

PAGE FIVE 
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2013 Lac Courte Oreilles Lake Wide Septic System Survey Update    Mark Laustrup 
Letters and ballots were mailed to all LCO shoreline property owners at the end of August with instructions to return the ballot no 
later than February, 2013. 
 
The Sawyer County Zoning and Conservation Department has recently agreed to use county resources to help defray costs for the 
2013 LCO lake wide septic system survey.  This will reduce COLA costs substantially. 
 
To date (9/4/12), 35-percent (278/785) of the ballots have been returned with 95-percent of respondents supporting the effort. 
 
A late fall/early winter reminder will be sent to those who have not responded.  According to Sawyer County protocol, no response is 
considered a yes vote. 
 
Curly Leaf Pondweed Treatment 2012                                            Steve Umland 
2012 was an extremely good year for our efforts to control the aquatic invasive plant specie, Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLP), in Lac 
Courte Oreilles.  
 
Musky Bay was a huge success story.  The Bay was choking with 91 acres of CLP.  The post treatment survey showed it had been 
reduced 30%, down to a bit under 65 acres.  Part of the challenge is that the turions from CLP can remain viable for several years, so 
can sprout new plants.  But we should be in good shape to attack the plants again in the Spring of 2013. 
 
Barbertown began with 4 acres to treat.  Post treatment measurements show we’ll have about 3 acres for 2013. 
 
Stuckey Bay was an anomaly.  Our pre-treatment survey in April of 2012 showed no CLP in the areas where we had treated in 2011. 
Wisconsin DNR would not allow us to treat these areas without visible proof of plant growth in our April 2012 pre-treatment survey, 
which was required by the DNR.  However, our post-treatment survey in June 2012 showed an increase in CLP at the mouth of the 
canal entering the east/northeast corner of Stuckey Bay.  There is CLP in this canal upstream of Stuckey Bay.  We’ll need to treat 
close to 3 acres of CLP in Stuckey Bay at the mouth of the canal in 2013. 
 
*January 18, 2012  First meeting to start permit process for CLP Treatment in LCO. 
*March 14 2012. Permit submitted to WDNR for the three areas in Lac Courte Oreilles. 
*March 21, 2012  Public meeting held with applicator to discuss treatment strategy. 
*April 9, 2012  Pre-survey of Musky Bay, Barbertown and Stuckey Bay. 
*April 18-19, 2012 Treatment date for Musky Bay and Barbertown Bay. 
*June 18, 2012  Post survey for treatment evaluation of above treated acres. 
 
Total 2012 cost for Curley Leaf Pondweed treatment in Lac Courte Oreilles was a little over $ 43,000. 
 
2012 Clean Boats Program            Allan Hoeft 

The Clean Boats program, sponsored by COLA, is an effort to prevent aquatic invasive plants and animals from being 
brought into LCO on boats and trailers of visitors and residents alike, and to prevent them from being transported from 
LCO to other area lakes.  Not too much to report on this year’s Clean Boats program, which is a good thing for Lac 
Courte Oreilles. 
 
The DNR boat ramp launch in Chicago Bay was monitored about 32 hours a week, Thursday through Sunday from early 
May until Labor Day.   
 
The Wisconsin Clean Boats Program continues to have excellent support from our Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources.  Public awareness of invasive species among fishermen and recreational boaters is near 100%.  More than 225 
boat and trailer inspections were completed in 2012 and no major violations were reported.   
 
Keep your boats and trailers clean and free of weeds whenever transporting them.  Remember to empty live wells and 
dry your boats between uses.  We plan to continue Clean Boats Program in 2013.  It benefits and works for us all.
   

PAGE SIX 
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Water Quality and Flow Monitoring       Gary Pulford 
COLA and the Lac Courte Oreilles Conservation Department (LCOCD) have a long term plan in place for monitoring the water 
quality and measuring inlet and outlet flow for the Courte Oreilles lakes.  The monitoring plan is being implemented as part of the 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) study that has been undertaken by COLA to address the impaired water status of Musky Bay.   
 
LCOCD staff have been on big Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) each week since early June collecting water samples at the nine (9) per-
manent monitoring points on the lake.  The water samples are preserved and shipped off to Northern Lakes Services laboratory in 
Crandon, WI for analysis.   Each sample is analyzed for fifteen (15) different chemical/physical parameters like: total phosphorus, 
ortho phosphorus, ammonia, nitrogen, conductivity, pH, etc.    
 
In addition to the water quality sampling, LCOCD staff have been taking weekly water flow measurements at the three inlets and the 
outlet of LCO using side scanning sonar equipment.   
 
Finally, two lake level stations have been established; one on the east and one on the west end of the lake where lake level readings 
are being recorded on a daily basis by COLA volunteers. This TMDL study level of water quality and flow monitoring will continue 
thru mid to late October and then start up again for the second year in April/May 2013.  After the TMDL study is completed, COLA 
and the LCOCD intend to continue the monitoring program on an annual basis indefinitely in order to provide the scientific data nec-
essary to understand and monitor the water quality of the LCO lakes. 
                                                   
COLA Volunteers Monitoring Water Clarity on LCO     Gary Pulford 
In addition to the extensive water quality and flow monitoring being conducted by Dan Tyrolt and Brett McConnell from the Lac 
Courte Oreilles Conservation Department (see above), COLA volunteers are now conducting Secchi disk reading every 7-10 days at 
all nine (9) monitoring points on LCO.  The four volunteers are Jim Klabough, Glen Brown, John Pechacek, and Gary Pulford.  Jim 
is monitoring the lakes’ deep hole and a point in Anchor Bay.  Glen is monitoring a point in Barbertown Bay.  John is covering three 
points, Stuckey Bay, the west basin and the center basin.  Gary is monitoring three locations in and near Musky Bay. 
 
Taking Secchi disk reading is a simple, yet very effective, method for determining the amount of algae in the water column by way 
of the correlation between algae concentration and water clarity.  (see article on page 4)  The less algae in the water, the deeper one 
can see the black/white Secchi disk when it is lowered into the water.  The water clarity on LCO varies greatly depending upon 
where in the lake the Secchi readings are taken.  For instance, back in midsummer the water clarity in Musky Bay dropped from 9ft. 
to less than 2ft. in one week’s time registering a major algae bloom that extended out of Musky Bay half way to Wissmo Point.  At 
the same time Secchi reading taken in the lakes’ deep hole showed the usual 22 ft. of water clarity. 
 
The LCO volunteer Secchi monitoring program is sponsored by COLA in connection with the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources’  “Citizen Lake Monitoring Network” where the data from the Secchi monitoring is stored and available for viewing and 
analysis at http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/CLMN/ 
 
Many thanks to these COLA volunteers for helping to preserve and protect the quality of the Lac Courte Oreilles lakes. 
 
 
Three of the other initiatives being worked on as part of the Lake Management Plan Implementation are being worked on, but reports 
are not ready at this time.   
 
 Musky Bay Impairment  
       

 Lake District Feasibility  
       
 Dredging and Chemical Sequestering of Phosphorus   
 
 

End Lake Management Plan Implementation Update—this issue 
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COLA needs you! 
Please join or renew your membership 

 
COLA is doing a great job preserving all that we cherish. Having read the Loon Call, you know it’s lot of work, and we 
need everyone to help share the load. Becoming a member or renewing your membership is the first critical step to show 
your support. 
 
You can pay with a credit card using PayPal on the COLA website. Just go to www.cola-wi.org and click on COLA 
Membership. 
 
Or, include the form below, make out a check for $25 to:  COLA, and mail to: 
 
 Courte Oreilles Lakes Association 
 P.O. Box 702 
 Hayward, Wisconsin  54843 
 
Please include your email address with your membership info. It is time-consuming and expensive to send out mem-
bership reminders via slow mail. COLA also periodically sends timely email blasts alerting you to events affecting our 
lakes. We value your privacy, and we do not share our email list with any other organization. 
 
 
Your current membership status is indicated on the mailing label for this newsletter! 
 
If you have any questions regarding your membership, please contact: 
 
Jim Coors 
COLA Membership Chair 
membership@COLA-wi.org 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
COLA Membership      $25 per family      
 
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Street Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Phone ____________________ e-mail ________________________________________ 
 
 
Lake Street Address ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________   State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Phone ____________________  
 
Comments_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dear Friends of Lac Courte Oreilles: 
Hopefully everyone has had a terrific summer at the lake! 
 
It has been a very active year so far for COLA and the Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation.  Much has been accomplished in our col-
lective efforts to protect and preserve the quality of our lake.  Highlights of the progress are described in this Loon Call. 
 
As we approach the end of this year, the Foundation has made good progress in meeting our fundraising goal of $100,000; year to 
date we have raised $66,195 from 173 contributors.  It is critical that we achieve our goal in order to continue moving forward in 
support the priorities of the Lac Courte Oreilles Lake Management Plan. The projected costs for 2012 are $201,500, with grants 
reducing our net cost to $125,000. We have sufficient reserves to cover the $25,000 difference. 
 
We expect that we will need to raise at least $100,000 in each of the next few years to continue to fund the Lake Management 
Plan. It is critical that we keep moving forward, especially in light of all that has been accomplished to date. 
 
If you have not already contributed to the 2012 campaign (173 families have contributed in 2012 vs 273 in 2011; 72 families have 
contributed all three years since inception of Foundation), we need your help. Our lakes’ future rests in the hands of our collective 
ability to meet our financial goals. 
 
Please send a check to Dick Land, Treasurer, using the form below. 
Thanks very much for your support!                                  John Berg President, The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
 
Your contribution to The Foundation must be separate from your COLA membership, Contributions to The Foundation cannot be 
used to include COLA memberships/renewals.  However, contributions to The LCO Foundation are tax deductible.  
 

Tax Deductible Contribution:   Make check out to: Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. and mail to:   
   The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
   c/o  Richard R. Land, Trustee 
   6756 N. Victory Heights Circle 
   Stone Lake, WI  54876-3054 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
LCOFI Contribution                    Please include this form 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Permanent Address/Street_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Lake Address/Street__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________   State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Phone at lake______________________Home phone or cell________________ Email  ___________________ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Allen Hoeft, (Clean Boats, Picnic) 
865-4404, 608-788-9448 
cleanboats@cola-wi.org 
 
Mickey Odawa, (Web Site) 
715-865-2503 
webmaster@cola-wi.org 
 
Gary Pulford, (Chairman Lake Man-
agement Plan Implementation) 
612-839-8558 

Mike Persson, (Fishing) 
715-364-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 
 
Sue Horrocks, (Public Relations) 
715-865-2113 
pr@cola-wi.org 
 
Mark Laustrup (Septic & Runoff) 
715-634-0842 
runoff@cola-wi.org 

Rob Engelstad, President (Water) 
612-581-5775 
president@cola-wi.org 
 
Kris Sivertson, Vice President  
715-210-0818       (Shoreline) 
vp@cola-wi.org 
 
Steve Lillyblad, (Treasurer) 
715-865-4612 
treasurer@cola-wi.org 

        2012 COLA Board of Directors      (with areas of oversight) 



                                                                                                                         Autumn 2012 

 

 

RESTATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR COLA  The purposes of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 
(COLA) are (1) to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes, their shorelands and surrounding 
areas, while respecting the interests of property owners and the rights of the general public, and (2) to consider, study, survey 
and respond to issues deemed relevant by the membership of the organization.  The Courte Oreilles Lakes consist of Lac 
Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, both located in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 

Courte Oreilles Lakes 
Association, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 702 
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843 

www.cola-wi.org 
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Editor’s cont.fom page 1                                                                               
swimmers’ itch, disappearance of native plants and animals, dam con-
trolled water levels being too high. 
-This group funded the first professional study, by BARR, to assess and 
report on the lakes' water quality. 
-In 1995 COLA was established as the official name of the non-profit 
organization 
- Water quality has always been COLA’s primary mission.. 
- Planning for the future and the inevitability of change is COLA’s 
reality today. 
 
How COLA Works 
-Volunteers; the Board, Committees, members joining to help on spe-
cific projects. 
-Expert consultants ; limnologists, engineering firms,  water conserva-
tion professionals 
-Funding from: 
   Membership dues to cover ongoing projects, meetings, social events. 
   Donations to COLA  
   Donations to the LCO Foundation, Inc. 
   Grants.   COLA applies for identifiable grants to cover costs of spe-
cific efforts, for example the Aquatic Invasive Species Grant (2012-
2014).  This helps cover the costs to work on six goals of the Lake 

Management Plan:   Prevent Aquatic Invasive Species infestation, 
Control CLP already present, Preserve diverse native plant commu-
nities, Raise awareness among property owners, Restore native 
vegetation, Minimize damaging runoff. 
 
COLA 2013 and Beyond 
It seems simple.  COLA’s future is still inextricably tied to the wa-
ter quality of the lakes.  As long as the water quality continues to be 
degraded COLA will continue to try to improve it, to protect it.  For 
the sake of the lakes and for the sake of COLA members.   
 
What COLA Members Can do 
- Keep your membership up to date, renew.   
  If you aren’t a member…..JOIN. 
- Volunteer. 
- Donate either to COLA or tax deductible to the LCO Foundation. 
- Be advocates for improvement and change, know the facts. 
- Enjoy the lakes.  Appreciate what we have. 
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