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COLA Spring 
Membership 

Meeting 
Saturday 
June 18th 

at the 
St. Francis Mission 
in the Activity Center  

 

9:00AM Coffee 
9:30AM Meeting 

     Summer is almost here and 
now is the time to plan to take the 
family to this year’s COLA Picnic. 
    A day of super fun is now being 
planned for the entire family.  The 
date has changed to Saturday, 
July 30th, the menu is new, and 
we’ve added fun-filled events.  
Bingo, horseshoes, music that will 
entertain us all day and activities 
and events for all ages.  Bring 
your children or grandchildren be-
cause they won’t want to miss the 
“Hunt for the Bucks$$$” Contest.  
And you won’t want to miss the 
drawing at 4:30PM for some great 
prizes. 
     The new menu is guaranteed 
to be a crowd pleaser.  A pig roast 
will be the main attraction with all 
the picnic fixins’ including hot 
dogs, corn, salads, desserts, beer 
and soft drinks. 
     So, for a day of fun and a 
chance to meet your friends and 
neighbors, plan to be at the COLA 
Picnic on Saturday, July 30th, 
Noon to 5:00PM.  If you know of 
someone who’d like to become a 
COLA member, bring them along 
too.  New members are always 
welcome.  Don’t miss it! 

A GOOD OLD FASHIONED 
SUPER-COOL  

COUNTRY PICNIC 
By Jan Hahn 

     COLA’s Spring Membership 
Meeting is scheduled for  
Saturday, June 18th at the St. 
Francis Mission Activity Center. 
     Speakers will include John 
Hack of the DNR, who will give 
an update on Zebra Mussels 
and the Eurasian Milfoil prob-
lem.  Also speaking will be Tim 
Ziegle, Chief Sawyer County 
Deputy Sheriff, who will report 
on the successful drug bust 
right in our own backyard and 
our rights as property owners 
against intruders. 
      In addition, another print-
ing of Tales of Lac Courte 
Oreilles has arrived, and history 
committee members will be 
selling this classic book. 
     Be sure to attend, and tell 
your neighbors! 

By Colin Williams 

     The U.S. Coast Guard has begun 
a boating safety outreach initiative 
which encourages all recreational 
boaters to take responsibility for their 
actions. 
     As a boat owner or operator, you 
are responsible for your safety and 
the safety of your passengers. 
Overall, operator inattention, care-
less/reckless operation, operator in-
experience, and excessive speed are 
leading contributing factors of all re-
ported accidents.  Alcohol was in-
volved in close to 40% of all boating 
fatalities.  86% of drowning victims 
were not wearing life jackets.  More 
information is available on the web at 
www.uscgboating.org/command/
initiative/htm. 

Please be safe on the water. 
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Fellow lake lovers: 
 
     As do the changing seasons 
here in the northwoods, your 
COLA organization routine un-
dergoes a metamorphosis of its 
own kind. New plans, new cir-
cumstances cause some of us 
to move on and to be replaced 
by others who offer new talents 
and ideas. It’s all very much 
like the gradual habitat changes 
taking place in the woods 
around us. 
 
     This year comes the news 
that Bob and Ann Degen will be 
moving back to the Twin Cities, 
where they will be in closer 
contact with family and their 
many friends. Regretfully, Bob, 
who is finishing his second 
three-year term as a director, 
will step down effective June 
18.  During this period,  he has 
served faithfully as secretary-
treasurer along with an extra 

responsibility as membership 
chairman, a post he has held 
since 1995.  Fortunately, Ann’s 
brother-in-law, Jeff Anderson, 
has offered to fill all three sets 
of shoes left vacant with Bob’s 
departure.  Jeff and his wife 
Ginni, have a lakeshore place 
on Sunset Bay. 
 
     Brace yourself, Jeff. During  
almost 10 years with COLA, 
Bob has developed a rather 
lengthy job description,  
handling everything from ar-
ranging meetings to managing 
the production and mailing of 
Loon Call, to offering his resi-
dence as COLA’s unofficial 
headquarters.  Despite all this 
responsibility, Bob handled it 
all cheerfully with a “business 
as usual” attitude. All of us 
around the shorelines wish the 
Degens following winds and 
promise to “leave the light on 
for ya.” Simultaneously, we 
give Jeff our 100 percent sup-
port. 
 
     Though he won’t be writing 
the checks and recording the 

minutes, Bob and Ann aren’t 
about to fade into the horizon. 
Like our charter president Harry 
Schroeder, who stepped down 
in 2003, my guess is that Bob 
will be close by when COLA 
needs a helping hand or hosts 
a feast. And there’s probably 
one more “big one” just waiting 
out there for Bob to land it.   
 
     Meanwhile, the rest of your 
COLA Board remains the same 
as last year.  Because of Bob’s 
departure, however, we have 
changed our mailing address.  
You’ll want to use the new ad-
dress for mailing in your mem-
bership renewals or other cor-
respondence to COLA. 
 
     Be sure to put two impor-
tant dates on your calendars:   
Saturday, June 18 for the  
Annual Membership Meeting, 
and Saturday, July 30, our new 
(and improved) Annual Family 
Picnic at the Bass Lake Town 
Hall on K. 

s/ Tom Burgess 
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Seen at the Birkebeiner:  (left to right)  Tom Blumenberg, Colin 
Williams, Loon Call editor, and Tom Burgess, COLA President.  The 
rough-looking characters putting the squeeze on the “journalist” are 
dressed as the Norwegian warriors who skied baby Prince Haakon 
to safety and thus prevented his demise back in 1206. 
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2004-2005 COLA COMMITTEES 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Jeff Anderson, 952-927-1665 
SEC. ASSIST 
Barb Batholomew, 634-1038 
WATER QUALITY: 
Dan Tyrolt, Chrmn. 634-0102 

WATER SAFETY:  
Bob Hahn, Chrmn. 638-2250 
HISTORY:   
Signe Schroeder, Chrmn. 634-1476 
FISHING:  
Mike Persson, Chrmn. 634-4543 

MEETINGS: 
John Bartholomew, Chrmn.  
634-1038  
COMMUNITY RELATIONS: 
Harry Schroeder 
634-1476, 608-782-3993 
  SGS-HAS@centurytel.net 

 

2005 Ice 
Fishing  

Tournament 
By Bob Degen 

     “Walleyes For Northwest Wis-
consin (WFNW)” and major spon-
sors Wild River Road & Trail and 
Kwik Trip sponsored the 9th  
Annual Family Ice Fishing Contest 
on Lac Courte Oreilles on Febru-
ary 19th.  Approximately 380 
adults and 80 kids participated in 
the contest.  The temperature 
was generally moderate and the 
ice, although about 24” thick was  

very accessible.  Several dozen 
northerns up to 35-inches, sev-
eral walleyes to 26-inches, crap-
pies to 14-inches and other 
perch, bass and bluegills were 
caught.  Prizes were awarded in 
all six categories in both the adult 
and kid divisions.  The largest fish 
of the contest were a 34 1/2-inch 
northern and a 25 3/4-inch  
walleye.  In addition to the fish 
prizes and other raffle prizes, 
there were a number of Grand 
Prizes awarded.  Unfortunately, 
space doesn’t permit listing all 
the winners or companies who 
donated the prizes.   Thanks to 
those who supported the Ice 
Fishing Tournament.  

     The fishing contest is the pri-
mary revenue source for WFNW 
and the monies raised are used to 
support numerous habitat and wa-
ter quality programs in area lakes.  
To this end, we have contributed 
in excess of $45,000 over the past  
several years.  Lac Courte Oreilles 
has benefited directly from these 
programs by the placement of 80 
fish cribs over the past several 
years.  In addition, we will be 
stocking 1000 extended growth 
walleyes (6-10-inches) this fall.  
More information about WFNW 
may be obtained by contacting 
Bob Degen at 634-3336 or via 
email to boandeg@cheqnet.net. 
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May 5, 2005 
 
Mr. Frank Pratt 
Area Fisheries Biologist 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
10220 N. Hwy. 27 
Hayward, WI 54843 
 
Dear Frank: 
 
As directors of the Lac Courte Oreilles Lakes Association (COLA), we are proud of our lake’s 
historic reputation as a producer of trophy-size muskies. This reputation undoubtedly has con-
tributed to this area’s phenomenal growth and millions of dollars of tourism revenue. 
 
However, it has been brought to our attention that large fish catches are down considerably in 
Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles in recent years. The average time required to bag a trophy 
musky (or even experience a strike) has skyrocked to the point that fishermen are whetting 
their lines elsewhere. 
 
Apparently there is more to this downward trend than lack of spawning habitat. We have 
learned that degradation of hatchery brood stock is a major contributor to the decline in trophy 
muskies, specifically the stocking of small and mixed strains such as from Bone Lake brood 
stock. These were conclusions of the Wisconsin Muskellunge Restoration Project (WMRP). 
 
To reverse this downward spiral, our association asks that you cease stocking Lac Courte 
Oreilles with these lower growth fish from the current Bone Lake brood stock. Instead, we ask, 
as the WMRP has recommended, that you select eggs from the larger strain of muskies native 
to this lake, or if not sufficiently available, then stock with the only pure native Mississippi 
River strain in existence. I understand this was the original strain to inhabit Lac Courte 
Oreilles. 
 
We are aware of the DNR’s current plan to study the brood stock situation, but can we afford 
to wait another 11 years with little guarantee of success? To save trophy musky fishing on this 
lake, we need to act now and place our bets on proven larger mucky strains. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Burgess 
President 
Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

CLEAN  
BOATS, 
CLEAN  
WATER 

 

     COLA is making good progress in 
gearing up for the Public Landing 
Boat Launch Inspection Program this 
year.  Recreational boating is a sig-
nificant corridor for the spread of 
invasive species between water bod-
ies in Wisconsin.  This pathway is a 
concern because of the more than 
610,000 registered boaters moving 
around Wisconsin’s 15,081 lakes.  
Inspecting watercraft for invasive 
species offers a frontline defense at 
the lake landing to prevent further 
destruction of lake ecosystems.  Wa-
tercraft inspections are designed to 
increase public awareness about in-
vasive species and to assist boaters 
in taking preventative steps to avoid 
further spreading of the nasty crit-
ters. 
     To get started, COLA participated 
in the “Clean Boats, Clean Waters” 
training workshop which provided all 
the tools needed to start a volunteer 
watercraft inspection program on Lac 
Courte Oreilles.  Volunteers, both 
adult and youth, are now being re-
cruited so that boat inspections can 
take place when the lake is the busi-
est.  Inspectors will perform four 
duties;  visually check boats and rec-
reational equipment for any hitchhik-
ing plants or animals, demonstrate 
how to clean recreational equipment, 
what preventative steps boaters 
need to take every time they leave 
the water, and distribute educational 
materials.  Volunteers will also be 
trained to collect, accurately label, 
and store any suspected plant or 
animal that is attached to any rec-
reational  equipment.  At least two 
people will be scheduled at the land-
ing at one time.  Ideally, an adult 
with a youth volunteer.  A short 
mini-training session will take place 

prior to a volunteer’s scheduled time 
at the landing and will “buddy” with 
an experienced partner.  Volunteers 
will wear clothing to identify their 
involvement in the inspection team.  
Plans are currently underway to en-
gage the local 4-H Club, Boy and Girl 
Scouts and Boys and Girls Clubs in 
the Inspection Program.  Volunteers 
are needed now and flexible sched-
ules are available.   
     Won’t you take some time out of 
your day to volunteer for this very 
important initiative on LCO?  Either 
contact Jan Hahn now, or  at the 
Spring COLA meeting on June 18th.  
The rewards of these efforts will be 
appreciated by many generations to 
come. 

By Jan Hahn 
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Your new source for all  
your paddlesports needs. 

We carry a large selection of Old 
Town Canoes and Kayaks, Necky 
Sea Kayaks, paddles, accessories 

and gifts. 

Float Your Cares Away… 
Explore the wild and scenic  

Namekagon River.   
Complete canoe and kayak rental 

with shuttle service. 

715-798-3310  
www.bigbrook.com 

FISHERY MANAGEMENT 
STAKEHOLDER MEETING 

FOR LAC COURTE OREILLES  
 

By Mike Persson 
 
    The DNR and COLA will host a fish-
ery management meeting to develop 
a vision for the future of the Lac 
Courte Oreilles fishery.   
     It’s called a “stakeholder” meeting 
because everyone who has an interest 
in the lake is encouraged to attend.  
There will be an update on the cur-
rent status of the fishery and discus-
sion of it’s future potential, by local 
fish manager Frank Pratt.  Dave 
Neuswanger, DNR Fisheries Team 
Leader, will then facilitate citizen in-
put for desired future conditions.   
This is an important opportunity for 
everyone with an interest in the lake 
to make their ideas and comments 
known.   
     The meeting will be held Saturday, 
June 11 from 2-6pm at the VFW Hall 
in Hayward.  For more information, 
call Mike Persson at 634-4543. 

COLA TREASURER’S REPORT 
By Bob Degen, April 25, 2005 

        Balance 
Balance as of 2/9/05      $10, 062.33 
Income 
 Memberships  $ 660.00 
 CD Interest  $   43.64 
  Total Income $ 703.64 
Expenses 
 Post Office-Stamps  $   37.00 
 Mail Call-Aerial Photo Postcard $ 153.18 
  Total Expense  $ 190.18 
Balance as of 4/25/05      $10, 575.79 
 
Cash on Hand   
 Cash       $   4,980.45 
 CD (Matures February, 2005)    $   5,595.34 
  Total Cash     $ 10,575.79 
Association Reserves 
 Walleye Stocking Program $ 1,000.00 
 History Committee  $ 2,500.00 
  Total Reserves  $ 3,500.00 
 
Uncommitted Balance      $  7,075.79 
 

     Here are the most important 
items that I think should be offered 
to everyone who shares our enjoy-
ment and concern for Wisconsin’s 
lakes. 
 
1. Buffer zones work.  Research 

now clearly shows that runoff 
from lawns and impervious sur-
faces washes phosphorus and 
other nutrients into our lakes.  A 
thirty-five foot buffer zone filters 
out many excess nutrients.  A 
larger buffer will better protect 
water quality and wild life habi-
tat. 

2. The stirring effect from aggres-
sive boating near shore and in 
shallow areas of lakes makes 

nutrients more available for plant 
growth.  So does the removal of 
naturally occurring aquatic plants.  
Aquatic plants:  vey good.  High 
speed boating near shore:  very 
bad. 

3. Although all fertilizers contribute 
to the problem, phosphorus is  
the worst.  Some studies show 
that one pound of phosphorus 
can yield 500 pounds of algae. 

4. Old and poorly maintained septic 
systems can have a devastating 
effect on a lake.  All septic sys-
tems should be serviced and in-
spected regularly. 

5. A healthy lake is more resistant to 
invasion by exotic aquatic plants 

Lake Protection Tips from WAL President, Jim Brakken 

TIPS: Continued on page 7  
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Shoreline Restoration — The Native Way 
By Paul Hlina, Owner, Leaning Pines Native Landscapes 

     Lawns, lawns and more lawns—all 
leading to the shore’s edge.  Not ex-
actly what vacationers and cabin 
owners bargained for when they 
came to the Northwoods.  Lawns all 
the way to the lakeshore edge spell 
out trouble for the adjacent lake.  
Natural shorelines are disturbed and 
the bridge between the terrestrial 
and aquatic world is severed.  Studies 
of natural shorelines depict that more 
than 90% of all lakeshore wildlife 
spend sometime during their life cy-
cle in these fragile shorelines.  With-
out prairie cord grass, switch grass, 
blue joint stem grass, the common 
loon would have no nesting material.  
Without the berries of serviceberry, 
arrowwood viburnum, and highbush 
cranberry, the orioles, thrashers and 
warblers would fly away to eat at 
another shore.  Without the white 
pine, paper birch and balsam fir, the 
bald eagles and osprey would have 
no perching grounds in the north-
woods for hunting fish. 
     Reversing the trend of the tradi-
tional suburban yard landscape to a 
natural shoreline must start with each 
individual.  Individuals can lead by 
example creating a domino effect of 
healing along the shoreline.  But how 
does one get started?  Retiring the 
lawnmower to the back shed may be 
the easiest way, but not necessarily 
the most aesthetic or natural way.  
Another option is to choose small 
areas near the shore to plant in na-
tive vegetation.  Native plants of the 
region have been around for thou-
sands of years.  These plants are 
adapted to the climate, growing sea-
son, soils and harsh winters, and they 
bring a great diversity of opportunity 
to the lakeshore.  Once established, 
erosion is reduced, wildlife activity 
increased and humans become much 
more interested in their natural 
shoreline.  A natural shoreline be-
comes a better place to live for you 

and wildlife.  There are no magic 
wands to heal scarred shorelines, 
but your commitment will pay off 
in the long run.  A natural shore-
line may take from one to three 
years to become self-sustaining.  
 
     Native plants once established 
will be low-maintenance, but they 
will never appear like a Victorian 
Garden.  Your native plants will be 
hardier and more adaptive to the 
soils and climate than non-natives 
from half-way around the world, 
but they are likely to be eaten by 
more types of insects, mammals 
and birds, that in turn will be eaten 
by others.  This is precisely the 
point of natural landscaping — to 
return ecological function and at-
tributes to the natural lake/woods 
environment. 
     You may find that tolerating 
tattered leaves and blemished 
flowers will be an indication and an 
excitement of the new life that you 
are inviting to your shoreline.  By 
restoring your shoreline you will be 
bringing nature closer in balance 
for the sake of yourself, your chil-
dren and all the other species 
around us. 
     No one is required to partici-
pate, but why wouldn’t you?  Cost 
is reasonable, water will cleaner 
and clearer, and the beauty of the 
natural shoreline will be intact for 
your children and grandchildren.  
What a legacy to pass on!  Protec-
tion of existing vegetation and cre-
ating a new native vegetative 
buffer will bring hours of enjoy-
ment for you, while creating new 
habitats for birds, butterflies, frogs 
and turtles. 

Simple Things You Can Do 
To Help Your Home  
Become “Firewise” 
From the DNR Publication 

“Living With Fire” 

     Improving your home’s chance of 
surviving a wildfire can seem like an 
overwhelming task—one that you 
may feel is impossible to achieve.  
Not necessarily so! 
     To begin making your home and 
property “firewise,” start with the 
structures on your property and 
move out as time allows.  
• Clean needles, leaves, and 

branches off roofs and out of rain 
gutters.  This kind of material can 
easily ignite and spread fire to 
your home. 

• Check all areas that tend to be 
natural traps for leaves, pine 
needles, and embers from a fire 
such as on and under decks, win-
dow ledges, and next to founda-
tions.  Keep these areas clean. 

• If you keep a canoe next to the 
house, make sure there isn’t a 
pile of leaves or needles hiding 
underneath! 

• Keep 100 feet of garden hose 
hooked to a faucet.  Attach a 
sprayer and keep a sprinkler 
close by. 

• Is that a hemp Welcome matt in 
front of your door?  Consider re-
placing it with something less 
flammable.  

     Look to what may carry fire to a 
structure and begin implementing 
“The Three R’s of Defensible Space:”  
Removal, Reduction and Replace-
ment. 
• Rake all dead grass. Leaves and 

pine needles away from the base 
of all structures. 

• Remove tree branches that ex-

FIRE: Continued on page 10  
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COLA MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
by Bob Degen, April 25, 2005 

 Total Non-Tribal Properties (Approx)  661  
 Total Memberships on Current List  329   
 Total Non-Members    332   
 Total ‘04 Memberships Paid Thru April 25, ‘05 266 
 Total “05 Memberships Paid Thru April 25, ‘05  92 
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For all your plumbing 
needs call  

Mr. Ed's Plumbing! 
 

We specialize in SERVICE  
always putting you,  

the customer, FIRST!   
 

No job too BIG  
or too small! 

Mr. Ed's Plumbing, LLC 
Stop by and visit us on Hwy 63  

or call us at 934-2218 

ONE CALL  
DOES IT ALL AT  

MR. ED'S PLUMBING 

Use this coupon to order copies of 

Tales of Lac Courte Oreilles 
  Name______________________________________ 
  Address____________________________________ 
  City___________________State_____ Zip________ 
 
 Number of books ___ @ $15 each      Total $ __________ 
 Shipping & Handling @ $3 each          Total $ __________ 
                     GRAND TOTAL $ __________ 
 
 Please make checks payable to : Tom Burgess 
 Mail coupon and check to:  
      Tom Burgess, 15171W Circle Road, Hayward, WI  54843 

COSC Sailing Club 
2005 Schedule 

 

     The Courte Oreilles Sailing Club’s 
2005 Regatta Schedule has been an-
nounced.  Sailers should gather at 
1:00PM, with the first race at 2:00PM.  
The following Sunday is the rain date.  
Watch for email announcements.  For 
more info email Tom Burgess. 
 
 Saturday June 18 
 Saturday July 2 
 Saturday July 9 
 Saturday July 23 
 Saturday August 6 
 Saturday August 20 
 Saturday September 3 

and other invasive species.  Eura-
sian milfoil is, in my opinion, the 
single greatest threat to our 
northern lakes.  Every landing 
should have large signs warning 
boaters to clean their boats and 
trailers properly and we should be 
training every boater about the 
urgent need to stop the spread of 
exotic species. 

6. Much of Wisconsin’s economy is 
dependent on tourism.  In turn, 
tourism is dependent upon clean, 
safe, healthy lakes.  Our local, 
state, county and federal political 
leaders all know that Wisconsin’s 
lakes are extremely important.  

They will help us.  Our job is to 
communicate with them and let 
them know we want to work 
with them.  They need our in-
put.  We need to be the 
squeaky wheel. 

 
     The people who value our lakes 
must be the ones who protect and 
preserve them.  It is up to us.  We 
have to pitch in. 
 
     There are no second chances.  
Once the resource is gone, it’s gone.  
But with strong support from DNR 
and UWEX Lakes, the citizens who 
value our lakes and lakeshores will 
determine the future of our lakes. 
 
Jim Brakken is the outgoing President of 
the Wisconsin Association of Lakes 
(WAL).  WAL is a nonprofit group of 
citizens, organizations and businesses 
working for clean, safe, healthy lakes for 
everyone.  He wrote the article for The 
Lake Connection.  

TIPS: Continued from page 5  
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There’s History In Those Old Postcards! 
by Jenifer Williams 

5  Great Reasons to Restore Your Shore 

* Improve Water Quality 
* Control Erosion 
* Enrich Wildlife Habitat 
* Promote Species Diversity 
* Increase Property Value 

100% Locally Grown Native Plants! 
Canopy Trees  

Berry-Producing Shrubs   
Woodland Plants  
Shoreline Grasses 

Wildflowers 

  Shoreline Assessments  
Landscape Design 
Site Preparation  

Installation 
Monitoring 

Leaning Pine Native Landscapes 
3130 South Camp Amnicon Road, South Range, WI (near Superior) 
Contact us today to schedule your shoreline assessment! 

715-398-5453 or www. restoreshore.com 

     In the last issue of Loon Call the 
mystery postcard was of “Beckers 
Court O’Reilles Resort in Stone Lake”.   
I had no idea of the location of this 
resort and it’s always funny how once 
someone tells you where it is the fog 
lifts and you say to yourself “of 
course!.”  Beckers Court O’Reilles Re-
sort was on the south side of Lac 
Courte Oreilles and eventually became 
Thor’s Kitchen.  Bob Langham tells 
me that if you look at the two build-
ings you’ll see that the eaves of the 
house are the same as on the restau-
rant and I can confirm that this is so! 
 
     The resort was owned by Paul 
Becker from the late 30’s to the early 
60’s.  Betsy Becker, who is married to 
the grandson of Paul Sr., put me in 
touch with her husbands father, Paul 
Becker Jr., who was just 15 years old 
when the family moved to Stone 
Lake.  Paul Becker, Betsy and Bob 
Langham were wonderful at filling in 
the blanks for me and I extend my 
heartiest thanks to them for their 

time. 
     Beckers Resort was originally 
built by Dr. Oscar Bennett in 1897 as 
a private summer home.  The home 
had six bedrooms and a large barn 
on the property.  Dr. Bennett was at 
one time the Chairman of the Town 
of Sand Lake and sat on the County 
Board. 
 
     Paul Becker Sr., who had moved 
to the US from Germany, had been 
living in Chicago and along with his 
wife, Elsie, and two children (Paul 
and Ellen), bought the resort and 
surrounding property in 1934.  It had 
about ¼ mile of beautiful lakeshore 

and the Schramm’s were their clos-
est neighbors.  You may recall that 
members of the Schramm family also 
had a resort that was located on Lac 
Courte Oreilles near Grindstone 
Creek. 
 
     The Beckers moved to Stone 
Lake in 1936 and turned the prop-
erty into a resort. Their first year of 
business was 1937.  Through the 
years they added cabins to the resort 
and ended up with three cabins and 
one double cabin.  The double has 
some fascinating history!  It seems 
that before the Beckers moved it to 
their resort the cabin had been a 
part of the Wismo Club and was built 
by Mr. Studebaker to house the 
horses and jockeys that raced on the 
track in Hayward. 
 
     Paul tells me that he went to 
school in Stone Lake when there 
were only three grades.  Each class 
had only about four students.  He 
graduated from high school in Hay-
ward and occasionally worked as a 
fishing guide. 
 
     Bob Langham says he remem-
bers that Mr. Becker Sr. had a sign 
on the top of his car advertising var-
nish.  He sold the dark varnish that 
people used on the insides of their 
wooden boats.  I have many pictures 
of those lovely old wooden boats.  
You can see a classic on display at 
the National Fishing Hall of Fame. 
 
     The Becker family also owned the 
Green Lantern Tavern that was lo-
cated on the corner of 27/70.  Mrs. 
Becker did the cooking at both the 
resort and the tavern.  They bought 
the tavern around ’37 and sold it in 
1943 to Betty and Eddie LaPointe.  
The Green Lantern had a large dance 
hall and, as the building was built on 
a swampy patch, the floor would 
undulate as people danced!  Eddie is 
reported to have had a good voice 

POSTCARD: continued on Page 9 
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Do you know of a lake neighbor who is not yet a member of COLA?  
Please, pass this form on to them...Thanks! 

NEW MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

 Name(s):  _______________________________________________________ 
 Address on the Lake:  ______________________________________________ 
  City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________ 
  Phone:  715-________________ 
 Other Residence:  _________________________________________________ 
  City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________ 
  Phone:  ____________________ 
 ___Enclosed is my $20.00 Annual Dues for 2005 
 ___I would be interested in helping on the ____________________ committee 
 

Send to: COLA, P.O. Box 702, Hayward, WI  54843 

Official Newsletter of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

   Join The COLA Membership Drive! 
 

If you own property on the lakes, you should be a member of COLA.  You need to be involved to make Lac Courte 
Oreilles a better place to be.  Strength in numbers is very important to support many of the projects being undertaken 
to protect the lakes for you.  Please join today!  If you’re already a member, the most important thing you can do is to 
persuade your neighbors to join!  Please do it!  If you need an extra copy of the Loon Call for a neighbor, please call 
Bob Degen (634-3336).  And if you’re already a member, but haven’t yet paid your dues, please do so today. 

and sang  to customers from behind 
the bar. 
 
     So, another great tale that ties 
together those elusive loose ends.     
The Beckers eventually sold the resort 
and it became known as Holiday Ha-
ven when owned by the Kyerstens.  
Art and Lea Moe bought the property 
in 1971 and turned the main house 
into Thor’s Kitchen.   Unfortunately, 
the popular restaurant burned down 
on January 17, 1988.  The Beckers 
still have a cabin on the old resort 
property and Bob thought that some-
one in the Bennett family still owns a 
cabin there also.  Again, thank you to 
everyone who helped me pull this 
story together. 
 
      
      

     This month’s mystery postcard is 
the “Westwind” office at Brubaker 
Resort on Lac Courte Oreilles.   
The card is postmarked September 
6, 1955 and mailed to Mr. & Mrs. 
Ray Lutz in Freeport, IL from 
“Mother and Dad”.  It’s apparently 
the end of the season (some things 
haven’t changed!).  Please call me 
at 715-865-4808 or email 
(jeniferwilliams@cheqnet.net) if you 
have any information about this 
resort. 

POSTCARD: continued on Page 9 

Information Wish List 
 

• I’m still searching for information 
about Broken Arrow off of County 
E.  Please email me or give me a 
call if you have any info about this 
old resort. 

 
• Also, does anyone have any info 

about a resort on the flats of Vic-
tory Heights? 



                                                                                                                         Spring 2005 

 

 

RESTATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR COLA  The purposes of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 
(COLA) are (1) to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes, their shorelands and surrounding 
areas, while respecting the interests of property owners and the rights of the general public, and (2) to consider, study, survey 
and respond to issues deemed relevant by the membership of the organization.  The Courte Oreilles Lakes consist of Lac 
Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, both located in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 

Courte Oreilles Lakes 
Association, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 702 
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843 

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE! 

COLA’S SPRING  MEETING WILL BE 
SATURDAY JUNE 18, 2005 
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND! 
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tend over your roof.  Create ex-
tra space around chimneys. 

• Move that firewood stack at least 
30 feet from all structures.   

• Embers have been known to 
smolder in firewood stacks and 
catch fire long after the fire itself 
has passed. 

• Remove shrubs, saplings, or any 
other “ladder” fuels from under 
larger trees. Left in place, these 
can carry a ground fire into the 
treetops. 

• Prune the lower 6-10 feet of 
branches off trees in your defen-
sible space.  Prune all dead 
branches you come across. 

• Thin out your defensible space.  
Evergreens are especially flam-

mable and should have at least 
15 feet between the branches 
if they are with 100 feet of a 
structure.  Consider replacing 
them with hardwoods. 

• Remove any dead or down 
vegetation within 100 feet of 
your home. 

• The grass is always 
greener...when it is kept  

      watered.  Don’t allow grass to 
      dry out around structures. 
• Keep a 10-foot clearance 

around your propane tank.  
Keep the grass mowed short 
or fill in the area with rocks or 
gravel. 

• Is your driveway wide enough 
for a fire truck to make it to 
your home? 

• Is your roof made of fire-
resistant materials? 

• In case of a fire, do you and your 
family have a plan?  Where to 
meet?  Who to call?  Where to 
go?  What to take?   

 
Check out these web sites  

for more information: 
www.dnr.wi.gov/org/land/ 

forestry/fire 
www.firewise.com 

FIRE: Continued from page 6  

On April 28, 1948, Aldo Leopold, 
author of “A Sand County Almanac” 

died while fighting a grass fire  
between Portage and Baraboo. 


