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Official Newsletter of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

President’s Column 
                                     By Rob Engelstad—COLA President  
 

Spring is in the air…the snow is gone, the ice is out, and we’re approaching 
that time of year once again when we’re able to enjoy the famed Northwoods’ 

Summer.  Your COLA Board has been hard at work tackling the numerous 

tasks associated with maintaining the beauty, clarity, and experience we’ve 
grown to expect.  Some of the highlights are as follows: 

  
Bruce Wilson/Gary Pulford have completed the LCO Lake Management Plan.  

A comprehensive outline on what we will need to do to help protect Lac 
Courte Oreilles for generations to come.  We will be sharing information over 

the next several months including at the Annual Meeting on June 18th.  Many 

of the things we do in regards to how we maintain our shorelines, septic sys-
tems, even our yards will have either positive, or negative effects on our lake.   

 
Completion of the Economic Survey.  Of the 650 surveys that were mailed 

out—we received feedback from 219.  So a ―special‖ thanks to those that 

completed and mailed back their responses.   
  

Spring 2011 Treatment of Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLP).  The CLP taskforce has 
worked closely with Bonestroo (firm contracted to do the actual application) 

and the Department of Natural Resources to develop a CLP treatment plan for 
Musky, Stuckey and Barbertown Bays, and most recently in the Grindstone 

Channel.  The treatment cycle, which could take 3 – 4 years, is very costly 

and if not for the generous financial support of COLA members, through The 
Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc., would not be possible.    

As users of the lake we all have to 

do our parts to minimize the spread 
of this invasive species.  So, in ad-

dition to cleaning any weeds from 
your boat and trailer before putting 

them into the lake, when you’re 

boating or fishing in the affected 
areas—please clear your props be-

fore exiting that particular part of 
our lake.    

 
I’m looking forward to another ex-

citing season and hope to see  

everyone real soon. 

COLA  Annual Meeting  
The Annual Membership Meeting for 
COLA is scheduled for Saturday, June 

18 at the Activity Center of the St. 

Francis Mission on Little Lac Courte 
Oreilles (just off of E).   

 
9:00 am coffee and donuts. 

9:30 am General Meeting. 

 
This is a great opportunity for you to 

learn more about the current status 
of LCO and plans for its future:   

 
The LCO Lake Management Plan 

(see page 4).  We are linked into a 

large watershed including Grind-
stone, Whitefish Lakes, agricultural 

operations, forests, hundreds of land-
owners, and more.  How are we go-

ing to keep this lake and area from 

deteriorating for future generations? 
 

The LCO Aquatic Plant Manage-
ment Plan (see page 10). It’s not 

just about fighting invasive Curly Leaf 
Pondweed, it’s about goals and 

strategies to manage more than 30 

native species of aquatic plants and 
the health of the entire lake. 

 
These are just two of the subjects to 

be presented at the meeting.   

MEMBERSHIP NOTE: 
Your COLA membership expiration 
date should be displayed on the 
address label for this edition of 
the Loon Call. Please check to see 
if your membership is current, 
and if not, we need you, please 
renew today! 
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Dear Friends of Lac Courte Oreilles, 
As the warm weather returns and we head to our cabins once again to enjoy life at the lake, I want to take a moment to thank every-
one who has contributed to the Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
 
The Foundation was created two years ago to help fund the important work that COLA does to protect and preserve the quality of our 
lake water and shore lands. As you know, COLA’s membership dues are not sufficient to adequately address the issues we face.  
 
Our goal for 2011 is to raise $100,000.  It’s an ambitious goal but the cost of protecting the lake is increasing.  Your donations will be 
used in part to fund a treatment plan to help stop the growth of an invasive plant species known as curly leaf pondweed that threat-
ens the entire lake.  In 2011, 96 acres must be treated compared to 10 acres in 2010.   
 
We are well on our way to reaching our goal, yet we remain about $40,000 short.  If you have not yet made a contribution, please 
consider doing so.  Your financial support is critical.    
 
You can double or even triple your tax-deductible donation to COFI by utilizing your employer’s matching gift program.  Thousands of 
companies will match charitable contributions made by their employees—some will even match donations from retired employees.  
Ask your human resources department if they have a matching gift policy in place. 
 
Once again, thanks to everyone for your generous support of our beloved lake. 
 
John Berg 
President, LCOFI  

 

The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc.  (LCOFI) 
 
Your contribution to The Foundation must be separate from your COLA membership, using a separate check.  Although 

LCOFI and the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association (COLA) are separate organizations, they both work to help protect, and 

restore the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes.  For example, treatment of Curly Leaf Pondweed.  The costs of this ef-
fort are beyond what COLA has available through its membership dues.  So, COLA can approach The Foundation with a 

specific financial request for funding to treat CLP.   
 

For this and other important efforts, please consider helping beyond your COLA membership and send a separate check/
contribution to LCOFI.  Contributions to the Foundation cannot be used for COLA memberships/renewals.  Please see 

next page for COLA Memberships and Renewals.    

 

Tax Deductible Contribution:   Make out check to Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. and mail to:   
   The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
   c/o  Richard R. Land, Trustee 
   6756 N. Victory Heights Circle 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Stone Lake, WI  54876-3054   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
LCOFI Contribution         Please include this form 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Permanent Address/Street_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Lake Address/Street__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________   State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Phone at lake______________________Home phone or cell________________ Email  ___________________                                                                                 
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Don’t just sit on the shore.  Renew, or join for the first time. 
Your membership helps COLA help the lake. 
The COLA Board and a number of COLA members literally put in hundreds of hours as volunteers.  In addition to the efforts men-
tioned in this issue COLA buys and helps place the buoys marking rock piles and channels, they help put in fish cribs for improved 
habitat, work on Clean Boats, monitor and test changes in water quality, help map and treat CLP, apply for grants to help cover a 
variety of costs, work with the DNR, the LCO Tribal Conservation Department. 
 
Many people never get enough time on the lake.  The last thing they want to do when they are here is to tangled up doing more 
work, spend their limited time in meetings, discuss all the lake issues and what to do.  They come here to get away from that. 
 
So, that’s a lot of what COLA does for all the lakeshore owners.  Help COLA and its volunteers help you and our fabulous lake.  
 
COLA’s membership last year was 435, the highest in its history. But there are many property owners who have not joined.  Be a 
member of your lake association.  We have a lot of challenges, and we need a united and strong COLA to meet them.   
             Editor 

 

Include this form, make out check to COLA and mail to:       Courte Oreilles Lakes Association 
              P.O. Box 702         
Help us keep working to protect our lake.   Hayward, Wisconsin   54843 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

2011 COLA Membership $25 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________   State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Comments_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Allen Hoeft, (Picnic) 

865-4404, 608-788-9448 
history@cola-wi.org 

 
Mickey Odawa, (Web Site) 

715-865-2503 

webmaster@cola-wi.org 
 

Tom Burgess, (Past-President) 
715-634-2291 

past-pres@cola-wi.org 

Mike Persson, (Fishing) 

715-364-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 

 
Sue Horrocks, (Public Relations) 

715-865-2113 

pr@cola-wi.org 
 

Dave Johnston, (Secretary) 
715-865-6518 

secretary@cola-wi.org 
 

Rob Engelstad, President (Water) 

612-581-5775 
president@cola-wi.org 

 
Kris Sivertson, Vice President 

(PR) 

715-210-0818 
vp@cola-wi.org 

 
Steve Lillyblad, (Treasurer) 

715-865-4612 
treasurer@cola-wi.org 
 

 
2011 COLA Board of Directors      (with areas of oversight) 
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2011 Clean Boat Program 
 
The COLA Clean Boats Program will 

continue in 2011. Plans call for moni-
toring the DNR boat ramp in Chicago 

Bay approximately 30 hours per week 

staring with the general season fish-
ing opening on May 7th. 

 
The goal of the Clean Boats Program 

is to continue the education and 

awareness of invasive species among 
Wisconsin boaters and fishermen, 

especially those putting in on Lac 
Courte Oreilles.   

 
Results of the 2010 surveys indicate 

overwhelming cooperation and un-

derstanding from the boating public.  
 

This program works to help protect 
our lake.  Last year a number of 

boats/trailers showed up with pieces 

of CLP and milfoil.  These were 
cleaned off before the boats brought 

them into LCO.  Be sure to check 
your boats and trailers, and those of 

your guests who bring their boats.  

Remove all aquatic plants whenever 
transporting your boat.  

 
Funding is an issue for this year’s 

Clean Boat Program in that we could 
not get another grant from the DNR 

to cover the costs. 

 
If you would be interested in volun-

teering please contact Allan Hoeft at 
715-865-2232.   

2011 COLA Picnic 
 
The date for the 2011 Annual COLA picnic is set for Saturday July 23rd. The 

time is 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm. The place is the Bass Lake Town Hall on Hwy K 
in Northwood’s Beach. 

 

The tradition continued in 2010 with more than 150 lake residents, neighbors, 
family and friends enjoying an afternoon of laughter, kid’s games, raffle 

prizes, great food and friendly conversation. 
 

We plan to have Chuck Aubart again in 2011 to serve up his delicious barbe-

que pork. Also on the menu is roast corn, hot dogs with the fixings, potato 
salad, baked beans, soft drinks and cake for desert. The sampling of the local 

Angry Minnow Micro-Brewery beers was enjoyed by many so plan on its re-
turn for 2011. 

 
Food Service will begin at 12:30pm so come early and bring your appetite! 

Hope to see you on July 23rd.                                  Allan & Barbara Hoeft 

LCO Lake Management Plan 
 

We all think of Lac Courte Oreilles as a beautiful, unique lake.  Whether a full 
time resident or a second home owner, or even someone who visits only oc-

casionally, you will probably be surprised by the content of the LCO Lake Man-
agement Plan. 

 

The Plan was completed this winter after two years of research, study and 
analysis.  Upon seeing the completed Plan the DNR personnel were very im-

pressed, stating, ―This is one of the best lake management plans I’ve seen.  It 
is unique and could be a model of what other important lakes should be do-

ing.‖ 

 
The Lake Management Plan is a formalized analysis of a number of aspects of 

the lake; its economic value and importance, what makes the lake unique, the 
health or quality of the lake, specific threats or concerns over the ongoing 

health of the lake, some of the efforts that should be made to maintain the 
lake into the future. 

 

One of the critical aspects to understand about the future of Lac Courte 
Oreilles is that it is a piece of a much larger watershed.  It may be the center-

piece of that watershed, but it is influenced by, somewhat at the mercy of the 
area around it. 

 

Look at it this way, Grindstone Lake, Whitefish Lake, Sand Lake, Windigo 
Lake, Durphee Lake, Spring Lake, Osprey Lake all drain into Lac Courte 

Oreilles, which then drains into Little Courte Oreilles and then the Couderay 
River.  This means that our lake is influenced by all these others, plus a num-

ber of creek drainages, and all the surrounding homes, cabins, yards, farms, 
fields, forests, swamps and animals (human and others). 

 

This is why the Lake Management Plan is necessary. 
 

The Plan is the result of cooperative efforts of COLA, LCO Band of Ojibwe  
               Mgmt Plan Continued on page 5 - 

 

 
"Will you have visitors to your lake 

place this summer? Many like to send 
gifts in gratitude for your hospitality, 

but why not suggest a donation to 

the Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation 
instead?" 
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WATER QUALITY: 
Dan Tyrolt, Chairman 

715-624-0102 

waterquality@cola-wi.org 

 
WATER SAFETY:  
watersafety@cola-wi.org 

 
MEMBERSHIP: 
Jim Coors 
608-628-0694,  608-231-3593 

membership@cola-wi.org 
Bob/Doris Sanders 

715-634-4180 

membership@cola-wi.org 

 
FISHING: 
Mike Persson, Chairman 

715-634-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 

 
GOV’T/COMMUNITY RELATIONS: 
Phil Nies, Chairman 

715-634-2920 

 
VICTORY HEIGHTS REP.: 
Steve Umland 
715-865-3166 

vic-hgts@cola-wi.org 

 

 
GRANTS COORDINATOR: 
Gary Pulford, Chairman 

715-865-6269 
grants@cola-wi.org 

 
HISTORY: (GOV’T AND HISTORY)           
Signe Schroeder, Chairman 

715-634-1476 
history@cola-wi.org 

 

LOON CALL: 
Kevin Horrocks, Editor 

715-865-2113 

looncall@cola-wi.org 

2010-11 COLA Committee Chairs and Representatives 
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2011 LCO Fishing Outlook 
 
Ice out came slowly to Lac Courte Oreille in the spring of 2011. By this time volunteers should have completed placing 

marker buoys on the major rock bars and hazards. 

 
According to the Wisconsin DNR forecasts LCO fishing populations are in good shape for 2011. Test samplings indicate 

an encouraging trend toward natural reproduction of Walleye and Musky throughout the lake. There is a strong popula-
tion of 17 to 20 inch Walleyes and several Musky’s over 50 inch were boated and released in 2010. Smallmouth Bass 

continue to offer great fishing opportunities on LCO. 

 
Keep in mind that clear water often makes fishing better early or late in the day. Listen for area fishing reports with Tim 

Duffy on WRLS (92.3 FM) radio 7:30 am Saturdays or tune in John Myhre and Art Malin on WHSM (101.1 FM) Sunday at 
9am, or stop in the bar at Angler’s Haven near Stuckey Bay to find out where fish are biting on LCO. 

 
Take your kids fishing. Take your neighbors fishing. Take any kid fishing…and practice catch and release. 

 

See you on the lake           Allan 

      -  Mgmt. Plan continued from pg 4 
Conservation Department, Wisconsin DNR, and Sawyer County Conservation.   
 

The Plan was directed, organized, analyzed and written by Bruce Wilson, who was hired by COLA for this purpose.  
Bruce is a 30 year professional who has helped develop landmark lake management plans for watersheds in Minnesota.   

 

The COLA Board is in the process of completing the most important aspect of the Lake Management Plan: 1) COLA is in 
the process of setting long term water quality goals for LCO and 2) COLA is prioritizing and designing the lake manage-

ment actions COLA will undertake in the future to preserve the water quality of LCO 
 

There is far too much information to try to include it in Loon Call.  A lot of the details are best explained in person rather 
than trying to capture it all in writing. 

 

So, at the Annual COLA Meeting to be held June 18 at the St. Francis Mission there will be a presentation of the LCO 
Lake Management Plan.  If you can attend this is a great opportunity to learn a lot more about your lake and its future, 

and what you can do to help. 
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West End                   Angler’s Haven Resort 
Head west on the lake, almost to Stuckey Bay.  Look for the dock, a giant wood fish and a couple of signs on the north 

shore and you’ll find Angler’s Haven Resort.  By land take K east from Highway 27 to KK, look for the signs.  K runs all 
the way to E right near the LCO Grocery Store if you come from that direction. 

 
If you go there for the first time don’t think you’ve just discovered some great place.  People have been discovering it 

since the early 40s.  And it’s always been named Angler’s Haven.  The resort has gone through 6 previous owners, 

Bruce, Sarah and Paul Wick are the current owners.  They’ve also owned it longer than any of the others.  So, what 
have they done that has kept them very much in business when virtually every other resort on the lake has disap-

peared?  A lot of hard work.  Jordan and Kelsey Gensmer have more recently become familiar faces to visitors to the 
restaurant and bar as they’ve shown the same hard work, and friendly hosting visitors have come to expect. 

 
Since 1983 Bruce, Sarah and Paul have removed two cabins.  The seven rental cabins they kept have all been remod-

eled, buffed out and turned into ―complete‖ 1-2-3 bedroom cabins.  There’s not much point in talking too much about 

their cabins since they are already rented out for the entire summer, by the people who stayed in them last summer.  
Some first came as little kids, and are now the renters with their own kids, 4th generations of return renters.  

 
If you have friends who want to visit, there are a few openings in May and September, but not summer.  The resort 

opens the day (May 6) before the fishing opener and will stay open until mid-October.   

 
Those who know Angler’s Haven and aren’t looking for a place to rent know that Angler’s remains a very enjoyable des-

tination.  One great reason is, of course, that you can go there by boat.  Making a western run on the lake while hot, 
getting a little too much sun, needing a break from swimming, skiing or sailing and from making your own meals is one 

of summer’s genuine treats on Lac Courte Oreilles.   

 
It’s open all week other than Mondays.  Tuesday and Wednesday they open at 4:00 pm.  Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday at 11:00 am.  Of course you can get there by car and there’s good parking.  Lots of dock space for boaters.  
And yes, they do get people coming by float plane.   

 
Angler’s is well named since many of their guests and visitors catch many fish and big fish and head for the bar to do 

some bragging.  They’ve been keeping annual trophy/photo books for 29 years.  Visitors often longingly ask to look up 

past catches.  Others look and simply get jealous. 
 

The restaurant can seat around 60 people when the outside deck is open, too.  Old timers who have quit whining about 
no burgers or curly fries have admitted that the wild variety of pizzas are great.  You are still discouraged from giving 

handouts to Nash, Shandy and Morgan, the four legged greeters.  It can get crowded and noisy but that’s all part of the 

fun since you almost always see some friends you didn’t even know were visiting.   
 

And it’s summer.  What could be better than visiting the first honorary Leinie Lodge?  Since 1995 Angler’s Haven has 
been officially recognized by Leinenkugel’s.  Summer in Wisconsin is made for cooling off with Wisconsin beer (okay, 

soft drinks for the kids).   
 

Angler’s Haven is a throwback to the old days when resorts were for families.   Yes, it’s a great place for adults to truly 

be on vacation, but I don’t know if anyone on this lake has ever heard a kid complain about having to go to Anglers’ 
with their parents.  Lac Courte Oreilles offers boating, fishing, waterskiing, sailing, kayaking, canoeing, swimming, sun-

ning, and a great summer.  And it offers two resorts with food, beverage, and fun.  Angler’s Haven is the west one. 
 

At the time this was written it was snowing (April 28) so I almost hate to mention, Angler’s Haven restaurant and bar  

does re-open the first  week in December to mid-March for snowmobilers.   

     At one time Lac Courte Oreilles had a number of resorts.  Rental cabins.  Bars.  Restaurants.  But, owners passed 
away, places went out of business, buildings deteriorated, resorts were sold off as individual cabins.   
     Two of the unique, fun features of Lac Courte Oreilles are at the East and West, opposite ends of the lake.  We are 
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                                      Trails End Resort                   East End  
Motor east on the lake to Barbertown Bay by boat.  Round the corner and head a bit north, look on the northwest shore 

for the dock, the signs and the beach where people are having fun.   By land it’s highway K, toward the eastern end.  
From the LCO Grocery Store head south 1 mile and look for the sign.   

  
Trails End Resort has to be considered a ―classic‖.  It was started in the 1920s.  The guests were connected with the 

Chicago White Sox and brought up by train to a true vacation get-away.  It was Trails End Resort then, and it still is to-

day.   There have only been a half dozen or so owners over nearly a century.  Cal and Adeline Horman acquired it in 
1969, and later added an RV campground hidden back in the forest.  Now Michele Horman pretty much owns the whole 

works and this will be her 25th summer running it.   
  

There are five cabins right on the lake, a large rental home, and two rental mobile homes, and all are fully outfitted.  
Guests have fallen in love with Trails End, booking for the next year when they leave.  There are a few holes in the 

rental schedule, but July through August are full.  The campground has 8 overnight RV rental sites.  However, the ma-

jority of the sites in the campground are full time RVers who love the place so much they keep their spots year-round.    
  

Part of the attraction is classic summer fare:  family time, a stunning lake, sandy beach, campfires at night, play all day, 
just like the old days.  But there’s a lot more than that going on to make Trails End a destination for all of LCO.   

  

Last year Trails End put in a grill.  There’s seating for 75 people inside and another 50 out on the big deck so there is 
lots of room for burgers, salad, chicken sandwiches, BBQ pork and brisket.  They open at 11:00 am all week long.  Food 

is served until 9:00 in the evening.  It’s summer, it’s vacation time, and this is a great way to get out of the cooking.   
  

The hard work of making a successful resort didn’t end there.  Trails End is expanding, adding a game room with video 

games and pool table, and all new handicap accessible bathrooms.  Fans from before will be surprised at the changes 
they’ll see when returning this summer.  

  
Live entertainment.  Every weekend there are bands, musicians, karaoke.  On Sundays there’s entertainment from 5:00 

pm to 9:00, outside on the deck if weather permits.  Vacation time?  There’s also a Bloody Mary Bar for making your 
own from 11:00 to 2:00 on Sundays.  Sound good?  Of course you can get there by car, but it’s summer so motor over 

by boat and you’ll find there is plenty of dock space reserved for bar visitors.   

  
Kids will find sand, a big playground with all sorts of ways of tiring themselves out.  There’s a swimming area roped off, 

a big raft and for those who still think they’ve ―got it‖ there is sand volleyball.    
  

So, food, beverages, inside/outside facilities, entertainment, fabulous lake, calm bay, games, playgrounds (also some 

very good fishing).  What more could boaters on Lac Courte Oreilles want?   Gas.  Just a reality.  Water skiing or hauling 
kids on a big inflatable, trolling for walleye, on your pontoon just cruising, even a lot of sailboats have little motors.  A 

lot of summer fun on the water means motors and gas and it’s usually a huge pain in the neck.   
  

Trails End is adding at-shore gasoline this year.  We have not had that available anywhere on LCO since the old Pine 
Shores closed up a few years ago.  There will be dock boys to handle the dispensing of the gas.  The hope is the equip-

ment will be in and gas available by Memorial Day.    

  
Their season begins May 5th, right before the fishing opener, and runs to about October 22.   

  
Trails End shuts down for a while in the fall, but, it’s Wisconsin so it reopens the day after Christmas for snowmobilers, 

cross country skiers, snow shoers.  Thursdays through Sundays, until first or second week of March.  
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fortunate to still have two successful resorts right on our lake.  Though both have rental cabins, generally, Loon Call 
readers own their places on the lake or nearby so don’t need to rent.  But, both of these resorts offer all of us some his-
tory, familiarity, food, drink, and, of course, fun.  What more could we want?    (No, they can’t change the weather.) 

PAGE SEVEN 
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Where Is The DNR? 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is quite involved with our lives on Lac Courte Oreilles.  The DNR man-

ages water resources, forests, boating, fishing, hunting, state lands, some aspects of use of private property, and the 
enforcement of a tangle of rules, regulations and laws.  The DNR is inextricably linked with the natural resources which 

brought most of us here in the first place. 
 

We all pay plenty (thousands) in taxes, buy licenses, permits, registrations.  Depending on what you were doing or the 

enthusiasm of the DNR you may have paid a fine here or there, too.  So, a lot of property owners wonder, ―Why isn’t 
the DNR taking care of the Curly Leaf Pondweed on Lac Courte Oreilles?‖ 

 
Quite simply, the DNR does not have enough resources in the form of people or money to do all the work needed across 

the state.  Wisconsin has thousands of lakes, tens of thousands of miles of rivers and streams, thousands of square 

miles of forests and public lands.  The DNR is just spread too thin.  In the current economic and political times the situa-
tion is going to get worse. 

 
The DNR is involved with the treatment of Curly Leaf Pondweed in Lac Courte Oreilles.  Their job is to oversee the op-

eration.  They review the mapping data, the permit applications, and ultimately provide approval for the treatment effort 

and then review that the treatment was done properly. 
 

But it won’t be the DNR directly attacking the problem.  If CLP is going to be eradicated, prevented from killing off na-
tive aquatic plants and ruining recreational use of whole sections of Lac Courte Oreilles it’s going to be COLA that stops 

it.  And you. 
 

A handful of COLA members working with the LCO Conservation Department and other professionals have located, iden-

tified and mapped the CLP presence in the lake.  COLA has written and submitted applications for permits to treat the 
invasive weed.  They have contracted with an engineering firm which specializes in aquatic weed treatment.  COLA will 

assist during the treatment.  And, COLA will pay for the treatment. 
 

This translates to hundreds of hours of work by a handful of COLA people, tens of thousands of COLA dollars.  Time and 

money not available from the DNR. 
 

Reality is that it is our job.  The people who have a stake in the health of LCO have to take matters into our own hands, 
to put the time, effort and money into doing something about it.  Beyond CLP, there are many other water quality chal-

lenges facing LCO and the people who care about preserving the lake.  DNR will help where it can, but in the end the 
preservation of LCO is the responsibility of all of us who enjoy and treasure this magnificent lake.   

 

And, frankly, that’s what COLA has done. 
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More sailing races planned for LCO 
Area sailors will have more opportunities to demonstrate their seamanship this summer as the Lac Courte Oreilles Sailing 

Club has planned races for almost every Saturday starting June 18.  This season, sailboat races will begin promptly at 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays with no rain dates to be scheduled. 

 As before, the official committee boat will lay out race courses subject to wind direction but usually somewhere in Chicago 
Bay.  It is important that sailors time themselves to be at the starting line promptly at 1:30 p.m. 

―We have intentionally scheduled every Saturday to provide more opportunities for sailors to take part in this fun sport,‖ says 
Tom Austin Sr., who assumed his duties as club commodore this year.  ―You don’t have to be an experienced sailor to take part and 

placements are determined by each boat type’s handicap.  This levels the playing field.‖ 
This year’s membership cost is $30 to help support the cost of operating both a committee boat and a rescue boat and for 

the additional races planned.  The schedule includes every Saturday from June 18, 2011 to Sept. 3, 2011 except for July 23 when 

COLA holds its annual picnic.  Sailors get a bye from membership payment for the first race in which they participate. 

 More information is available by accessing COSC’s website (www.COSC-Wi.org) or by calling either Tom Austin 

at 715-865-4593 or Tom Burgess at 715-634-2291.  Free sailing classes for youngsters are also being offered by master 
sailor Bruce Lillyblad at 715-865-4164.  Bruce will accept students from age 10 up to 16, and if there is sufficient inter-

est, he will arrange races for the young people. 

PAGE EIGHT 
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Results from the Lac Courte Oreilles Economic Survey and Assessment  
As part of COLA’s larger Lake Management Planning effort, COLA has completed an economic survey of Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) property owners to 
determine levels of annual expenditures and also completed an assessment of the survey data to show how those expenditures relate to or impact the 
Sawyer County area economy. The survey and assessment quantify the annual level of spending by full-time and seasonal LCO residents and their 
visitors and makes the connection between water quality and property values and residents intent to stay on LCO.  COLA will use the survey and as-
sessment information in discussions with local officials to underscore the need to preserve the water quality of LCO and other area lakes in order to 
maintain a healthy local economy.  The full report on the Lac Courte Oreilles Economic Survey and Assessment can be found at the COLA website at 
www.cola-wi.org 

Annual Expenditures:   COLA members will recall receiving the mail-in economic survey last fall.  The survey was sent to 650 LCO residents.    

219 residents completed and returned their survey for an excellent 34%return rate. Survey responses were summed by spending category (see Figure 
1) from the 219 respondents and then extrapolated to the 650 LCO residents.  Using a range of multipliers LCO resident expenditures for 2009 were 
estimated to range from $ 11 million to $15 million dollars. These values represent about 9% of total Sawyer County travel and tourism revenues for 
2009.  The reported annual mean expenditure per LCO household was nearly $16,000 with about 98% of the survey respondents indicating they shop 
in Hayward. 

Figure 1: LCO Resident Total Estimated Annual Expenditures by Category

 

Curly Leaf Pondweed Treatment 2011 
Plans to apply aquatic herbicide in 2011 to treat the known areas of CLP infestation began last year with the extensive 
GPS mapping of the weed locations in Musky Bay, Stuckey Bay at the west end, and Barbertown Bay at the east end.   

Several COLA volunteers began writing and submitting the applications for permits, meeting with the DNR, talks with 

Bonestroo (the firm contracted to do the actual application).  COLA and the Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. are 
funding the treatment, through your memberships and contributions, which will be $43,000 to $45,000 this year. 

 
Different herbicides were also looked at this year since one type should be more effective in smaller bays with smaller 

areas of CLP such as Stuckey and Barbertown Bays, and another type for a large treatment like Musky Bay.  This has 

required more coordination with the DNR for permitting.  COLA has tried to keep the cranberry farmers informed as 
things have progressed and Randy Jonjak, one of the growers, has been in direct contact with Bonestroo regarding the 

herbicides because of their use in water which might need to be used by the cranberry farmers early in the spring. 
Another patch of CLP was found in Grindstone Creek.  COLA brought in the Grindstone Lake Association and helped 

them apply to the DNR for a Rapid Response permit and treatment grant and for Bonestroo to treat this in coordination 
to treating LCO’s problem areas. 

 

At the time Loon Call was being written all permits have been obtained, COLA volunteers are ready to set up proper no-
tification on properties near the application areas, Bonestroo is scheduled to treat all the areas.  However, the late ice-

out and the continuing cold Spring weather has slowed the warming of the bays and the emergence of the CLP plants.   
The original treatment date had been set for May 2, but was pushed back until May 10.  At the time of this writing that 

was the schedule, though it might be later if the cold delays the CLP emergence even longer.  

                                     Economic Survey continued on page 10 



                                                                                                                         Spring 2011 

 

 

Official Newsletter of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

 

PAGE TEN 

 Table 1. Area Lake Property Values and Tax Summary*      

 
*Spreadsheet summary of data provided by Sawyer County        

 

 

                   Economic Survey continued on Page 11 

 
Lake 

Estimated 
Fair market 
Value 
Structure 

Estimated 
Fair Market 
Value  
Land 

Estimated 
Fair Market  
Value  
Forest 

Estimated 
Fair Market 
Value 
Total Taxes # Prop 

Lac Courte 
Oreilles $  97,686,885 $232,118,085 $1,312,085 $331,115,485 $2,857,856  785 

Little Courte 
Oreilles $    5,092,600 $    8,186,900 $        0 $  13,279,500 $   110,570    55 

Grindstone 
Lake $  40,398,700 $  94,529,200 $        0 $134,927,900 $1,152,688  351 

Whitefish 
Lake $  36,887,300 $  72,257,200 $        0 $109,144,500 $   959,493  288 

Lake’s Total $180,065,485 $407,091,385 $1,312,085 $588,467,385 $5,080,607 1479 

Economic Survey continued from page 9 
 
Property Values and Taxes           

 

     LCO, Little LCO, Grindstone and Whitefish Lake waterfront properties had a combined 2009 estimated fair mar-
ket value of $590 million with property taxes totaling 5.1 million (See Table 1).  Lac Courte Oreilles’s waterfront 

properties had a total estimated fair market value of $331 million and total property taxes of $ 2.9 million, exceeding 
the total of the other three lakes combined.    

     Land values and taxes for properties associated with two of the three cranberry growing operations adjacent to 
LCO were about $1.8 million estimated fair market value with annual property taxes of about $15,000  

             

Lac Courte Oreilles Aquatic Plant Management Plan 
For the past two years Dan Tyrolt of the LCO Conservation Department (COLA Water Quality Chairman) has been de-

veloping the very important Aquatic Plant Management Plan.  This Plan provides an incredibly detailed analysis of ex-
actly what aquatic plants are in LCO (35 native species and the invasive CLP) and provides a baseline of knowledge for 

tracking the health and changes in Lac Courte Oreilles.   
 

The Aquatic Plant Management Plan is also a critical requirement for COLA’s ability to apply for and, potentially, re-
ceive significant financial grants from the Wisconsin DNR for long term, large scale treatment of invasive species, like 

Curly Leaf Pondweed.  Realistically, CLP can’t be totally eliminated from LCO.  It can be dramatically reduced and con-

trolled.  It is an ongoing process and financial assistance, from the DNR, will be an important part of it.      
 

To learn more about the current status of the lake and how this plan will help the future management and health of 
LCO you can read more of it on the COLA website or attend the annual meeting on June 18.    
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     Economic Survey continued from Page 10 

 

LCO Resident Water Quality and Property Value Perceptions 

Survey respondents were asked if the water quality was the same today as it was at the time of purchase and if it has changed… is it 

better or worse today.  59% of 219 respondents said the water quality was worse today than when they purchased their property (see 

Figure 2).  Some write-in comments included: less clarity, more aquatic plants, no frogs, more algae, wildlife all but gone, more 

weeds, no clams, slime and water not as clear.  

 

Figure 2: Perceived Water Quality Since Purchase         
    

  
 

Survey respondents were asked if they believe their property value has been negatively affected by an increase of aquatic nuisance 

weeds or an increase of cloudy water due to an increase of algae. up thru the summer of 2010.  Responses were fairly evenly split 

with 55% of respondents believing their property values had declined because of water quality conditions in their LCO bay (see Fig-

ure 3 ).       

Figure 3: LCO Resident Perception that Property Value Negatively Affected by Water Quality 

 
              

              

  For much more water resource, demographic, economic, and residency information please view the entire Lac 

Courte Oreilles Economic Survey and Assessment report on the COLA website. 
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RESTATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR COLA  The purposes of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

(COLA) are (1) to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes, their shorelands and surrounding 
areas, while respecting the interests of property owners and the rights of the general public, and (2) to consider, study, survey 
and respond to issues deemed relevant by the membership of the organization.  The Courte Oreilles Lakes consist of Lac 
Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, both located in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 

Courte Oreilles Lakes 
Association, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 702 
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843 

www.cola-wi.org 
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Report of Wisconsin lakes Conference presentation 

     On April 13th, Kris Sivertson, VP of COLA, and Alf Sivertson gave a presentation entitled ―The COLA Experience‖ at 
the 2011 Wisconsin Lakes Conference in Green Bay, WI.  The dominant theme at this year’s conference was phospho-

rus and the impacts that it is having on the lakes and rivers of the State.  Governor Walker’s attempted delay of the 

implementation of the phosphorus standards was a hot topic. 
     The forty minute talk centered on the partnership with COLA, the LCO Foundation, and the LCO Tribe, that has 

evolved to help save the lake’s water quality. 
     The power point presentation detailed the history of the organization’s efforts for the lake and the current and fu-

ture activities that each partner is involved in.  The aerial photographs of the lake with emphasis on the cranberry bog 

discharges were very effective tools. 
     We presented the results of the economic survey that was part of our Lake Management Plan and had numerous 

questions about the data. All were very interested in and amazed at the size of the benefit to the local economy that 
the lake residents have. This information dovetailed very nicely with the talk given at the luncheon by State Represen-

tative Cory Mason from the 62nd Assembly District (Racine area) about the need to protect the quality of the waters 
that fuel the lake economy in Wisconsin, which supports jobs at the local level. 

     We were asked by representatives of the Long Lake and Stone Lake Associations if they could use our presentation 

and show it to their members. Of course we agreed as this is exactly what we want to do. Get the information out to 
others and educate them about the impacts of degrading water quality will have on all of our lake experiences.      

Protect the ―Northwood’s Charm‖. 


