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President’s Column                                  
       Greetings to all. Summer’s just around the corner as this issue of Loon Call goes to print.  Hard to believe considering the long 
winter and slow start to spring.  Your COLA Board has had another busy “Off” season, though it never seems that way for those 
who meet each month to work through the projects and issues that we’re tackling every day.  A “Special Thanks” to every member 
who is involved with the Board.  The challenges faced today are different from what our founders faced when putting together the 
first COLA board.  What hasn’t changed is our goal of looking out for the interests of the Lac Courte Oreilles Lakes.  Those founders 
may not have imagined how important a role COLA would play in the continued interests of LCO, but I’m sure they’d be proud to 
see what it has grown to become… I know I sure am. 
       That being said, we’ve seen a drop in annual membership over the past couple of years.  This is an alarming trend when you 
consider the growing issues involved in maintaining Lac Courte Oreilles (preventing or treating CLP and other invasive species, pol-
lution and water quality, property values and rights, the list goes on).  Some of this decline may be attributed to cabin turnover.  
So, if you notice that you have a new neighbor, please reach out and tell them about COLA, the projects we’re involved with, and 
ask them to join.  You will see a push in the months to come to get our membership back up to strength.  Please do your part and 
be sure your membership is up to date. 
       Last, we always need volunteers, especially with any interest in getting involved with the COLA board of directors.  Our meet-
ings typically are on the 4th Friday of each month at the Bass Lake Township in Northwoods Beach.  We start at 3:00 and wrap-up 
by 5:00… please stop by and see what we’re all about.  Or, join in and let your voice be heard.  We want to make sure that we’re 
covering all interests. 
       I’m excited about another summer on the water and hope that you are too.  See you around the lakes!            Rob Englestad 

COLA and the Lake Foundation, (COFI) 
Would like to invite you to participate in the 

 

1st Annual COLA Charity Golf Tournament   
Which is going to be held at the Big Fish Golf Course 

 
On Saturday, August 24, 2013 

Shotgun start at 12 noon 
 

This will be a scramble event open to all with typical event holes. 
 We have not established the cost per player yet but will notify people 

through e-mail and regular mailings when we have. 
All proceeds from the event will help fund the on-going efforts by COLA to 

improve the water quality of LCO and Little LCO 
If you would be interested in being an event sponsor, a hole sponsor,  

or reserve a foursome,  please contact: 
 

Kris W Sivertson 
Krisw3690@gmail.com   
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COLA 2013 

Annual Meeting:   
 
The Annual Business Meeting for 
COLA Members will be at the St. 
Francis Mission on Little LCO just 
off of E. 
 
     Saturday June 22 
     9:00am coffee and donuts 
     9:30 General Meeting  
     11:00 Adjourn 
 
There are a number of subjects 
which could be presented or dis-
cussed at the meeting, more than 
there will be time for.  So, the 
agenda is still being developed at 
the time Loon Call had to go to 
the printer.  Agenda items may  
include: 
*Shoreline survey website dem-
onstration 
*Septic survey and plans 
*Agriculture run-off and control 
West End of LCO 
*Tribe Lake Standard Setting 
Process   
*Musky Bay impairment status 
*Secchi readers and AIS monitor 
volunteers  
*Spring 2013 CLP Treatment 
*Other subjects and members’ 
questions 
 

2013 COLA Annual Picnic 
       The picnic will be held Satur-
day, July 20, 2013 at 12:00pm to 
3:00pm.  If you were at last year’s pic-
nic you’ll want to put this even on your 
summer calendar.   
       The picnic is open to all COLA 
members so bring your family to the 
Bass Lake picnic grounds by the Town 
Hall on Hwy K in Northwoods Beach.  
Lunch should be ready about 12:30.  
Ask anyone who has been there in the 
past years...there is no better food 
served anywhere at any picnic, any 
time in the Northwoods!  Hey, we 
wouldn’t exaggerate. 
 Once again, Hayward legend 
Chuck Aubart will return to serve his 
fabulous roast pork.  Roasted corn on 
the cob, hot dogs, potato salad and all 
the fixings will be served by your COLA 
board and volunteers.  Cake, soft 
drinks and a variety of beers from Hay-
ward’s Angry Minnow Brew Pub com-
plete the fare.   
 Lunch will be followed by a 
super raffle with prizes and gift certifi-
cates provided by local businesses and 
COLA supporters. 
 The picnic grounds have a big 
play area for kids and grandkids.  Any-
one want to volunteer to sponsor 
games and activities?  Please let us 
know. 
 Your COLA Board works hare 
to improve and maintain our great lac 
Court Oreilles water quality.  Come and 
join us and celebrate summer. 
 See at the Picnic 
 Allan and Barbara Hoeft 
 715-865-2232 
  

WATER QUALITY: 
Dan Tyrolt, Chairman 
715-634-0102 
waterquality@cola-wi.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
Jim Coors 
608-628-0694,  608-231-3593 
membership@cola-wi.org 

FISHING: 
Mike Persson, Chairman 
715-634-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 
 
GOV’T/COMMUNITY RELATIONS: 
Phil Nies, Chairman 
715-634-2920 
 

VICTORY HEIGHTS REP.: 
Steve Umland 
715-865-3166 
vic-hgts@cola-wi.org 
 
LOON CALL: 
Kevin Horrocks, Editor 
715-865-2113 
looncall@cola-wi.org 

2013 COLA Committee Chairs and Representatives 

Sailing Club looks 
to add new members 

     The Courte Oreilles Sailing Club 
(COSC), ice-out provided, has planned 
a full summer season of sailboat races 
on Big Lac Courte Oreilles. First race 
day is scheduled for Saturday, June 22, 
2013, with the opening gun to sound 
off at 1:30 p.m. sharp with the race 
course depending on wind direction. 
Normally, the course is set up some-
where in the greater Chicago Bay. 
     The initial plan is to schedule races 
for every Saturday through Labor Day 
weekend (August 31) without makeup 
days, except July 20.  That by the way 
is the COLA beer fest or better known 
as the picnic.  Acceptable weather con-
ditions include wind between 5 and 20 
mph and with no immediate threat of 
thunderstorms.  “We sincerely hope 
some area sailors who haven’t raced 
with us before will come out and par-
ticipate,” said Dr. Tom Austin, commo-
dore of the club. “Those off LCO will 
find the DNR boat launch off Highway 
K very convenient with plenty of space 
for raising the mast and for parking.” 
     Annual membership was $30 in 
2012, but first time sailors are given a 
bye. Normally two afternoon races are 
followed directly by an informal atti-
tude adjustment hour on the southwest 
corner of the bay. COSC has strived to 
make races fun without burdensome 
rules. In many cases, free sailing les-
sons have also been made available for 
youngsters. 
     Those seeking more information 
may access the COSC website at 
www.COSC-Wi.org or call either Tom 
Austin at 715-865-4593 or Tom Bur-
gess at 715-634-2291. 
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COLA needs you! 
Please join or renew your membership 

 
COLA is doing a great job preserving all that we cherish. Having read the Loon Call, you know it’s lot of work, and we need every-
one to help share the load. Becoming a member or renewing your membership is the first critical step to show your support. 
 
Your current membership status is indicated on the mailing label – Note that membership renewal is on a calendar-year basis. 
 Look at the top line on your label, for example:         
    Member thru Dec 2012  If it shows you were good only through 2012 or earlier, 
    Shirley Lovelake    or that you are not currently a member please renew today: 
    4444 Sunny Shore Road 
    Stone Lake, WI  54876 
      
You can pay with a credit card on the COLA website. Just go to www.cola-wi.org and click on “COLA Membership”. Or, include 
the form provided below, make out a check to COLA for $25, and mail it to us. If you have a family place owned with parents or 
brothers or sisters, each should consider joining COLA. 
 
Member benefits include the July picnic, reduced fees for the August golf tournament and, most important, the satisfaction from 
helping your friends and neighbors protect our lakes. 
 
You can contribute to COLA beyond your membership dues by sending your donations to the Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation 
(http://lcofi.org/) – see article elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
Jim Coors     Courte Oreilles Lakes Association 
COLA Membership Chair    P.O. Box 702 
membership@COLA-wi.org   Hayward, Wisconsin  54843 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COLA Membership—Renew or Join 
 

Please circle one:  2013 renewal – $25  2013 & 2014 renewal - $50 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________  State: _______________________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________________  Email*: __________________________________ 
 
 
Lake Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________  State: _______________________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________________ 
 
* Please include your email address with your membership info. It is time-consuming, expensive, and a waste 
of resources to send out membership reminders via the postal service. COLA also periodically sends timely 
email blasts alerting you to events affecting our lakes. We value your privacy, and we do not share our email 
list with any other organization. 
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Lac Courte Oreilles – a rare and fragile “ Two Story Fishery”                 Frank Pratt 
 
A “two story” fishery is a lake capable of supporting warm-water species like bass, northern pike and muskellunge in its 
warm, “top story”.  It also can support cold-water species like cisco or whitefish in its deeper, colder, well-oxygenated 
“lower story”.   

Lac Courte Oreilles is one of these rare two-story fishery lakes.  In all Wisconsin there are only about 200 of these lakes.  
LCO has smallmouth and largemouth bass, walleye, northern, muskies and other warm water species in the top story. 
   
LCO is particularly unique, really rare because it supports both cisco and lake whitefish in its narrow, colder band or 
layer of water, in its lower story.  There are only four such, inland lakes in the entire state. 
 
Cold-water habitat in lakes is by its very nature fragile and imperiled.  As organic matter dies and sinks, its decay uses 
up oxygen in deeper water.  The amount of decay and the rate of oxygen loss depend upon how fertile the lake is.  LCO 
is right on the verge of too much fertility.  We cannot put any more nutrients into our lake without risking loss of the 
lower story fishery.  LCO is at a tipping point.   

The longer the summer, the greater the oxygen depletion.  Imagine a first floor (lower story) where the floor and ceiling 
squeeze together for three or four months.  Then a “normal” September brings surface cooling.  Cisco and whitefish 
squeezed by low oxygen in the first floor now have an open stairway to the second floor (top story) because surface 
waters are now cool enough to meet their survival needs.  If, however, summer hangs on well into September, a full 
month of squeeze is added and the stairs are blocked. The lower story can become devoid of oxygen but there is no 
escape since surface waters remain too warm.  So, the cold-water fish now face a double barreled shotgun – eutrophi-
cation (too many nutrients, not enough oxygen) and climate change. * 

This diagram depicts conditions in August , 2011. 
The first floor (lower story) is just a 3 foot band at 
34-37 feet.  Cisco can occupy the lower story 
pretty much throughout the lake, including sus-
pending over the middle of the lake.  Cisco migrate 
into warm surface water (top story) in the evening 
to feed, and when that happens the big predator 
fish put on the feed bag.  This is one reason LCO 
consistently produces such big fish, including world
-class muskellunge. 
   
The whitefish are under more stress, requiring 
even colder water than cisco, plus they like living 
near bottom.  They occupy the first floor (lower 
story) near the floor in the corners, only about 5% 
of the first floor volume.  So, whitefish are the real 
canary in the coal mine for worsening water qual-
ity.  

 
Below the first floor (lower story) is the cold, “basement” which is completely devoid of oxygen. 
   
We should be concerned about our cold-water fish for two reasons: 1. They are food for other fish and the prime reason 
LCO is such a quality fishery; and 2. They are our best index of lake  conditions.  If cold-water fish go away it will fore-
tell a series of problems for the lake; loss of water clarity, increased weed growth/nutrient loading, imbalanced fishery, 
decreased property values and other economic damage. 
 
The best management prescription for protecting any two-story fishery is preventative maintenance – keep nutrient lev-
els at or below their current levels.  Protecting the watershed protects the lake, protects the fish. 
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Fishing Survey  -  what’s going on down there?                    
In the spring of 2012 the WDNR Hayward Fish Team surveyed Lac Courte Oreilles using fyke nets to capture northern 
pike, walleye, and muskies. The early warm up made it difficult to hit the peak spawning activity of muskies and very 
few were captured. But ignoring difficulties related to sampling, the population of muskellunge in LCO appears to be 
very low density at this time.   The low oxygen and soft bottom of Musky Bay make poor conditions for reproduction.  In 
2014 the DNR may use the Bay, again as a brood source.  But, if they do they’d put 3-5 thousand muskies back into the 
lake when large enough to have a better chance at survival.   
  
Northern pike were captured at a high rate (8 per net per night). The pike population in LCO appears to be one of the 
most dense in the area with fish concentrated in the shallow weedy bays. Size structure of pike is moderate to poor with 
most fish between 18 and 24 inches. However, large pike (upper 30 inch range) are occasionally found. Harvest of 
smaller pike is encouraged, reducing numbers of pike will improve growth rates of pike and may also benefit muskies 
which compete with them.  Eat those northerns. 
  
The walleye population in LCO looked very healthy based on our 2012 survey. We captured 14 adult walleye per net per 
night which is one of the highest rates in Sawyer County currently. On top of that size was very good with almost 70% 
of the fish in our sample being legal size (over 15 inches). Growth rates of walleye were above average for northern 
Wisconsin. The year class of walleye produced in 2012 in LCO was smaller than average but was still better than most 
lakes in Wisconsin that year. Weather early in the year appears to have limited survival of fry.  The Lac Courte Oreilles 
Band of Ojibwa have a great relation with the DNR and have continued to do a lot of walleye stocking in LCO, even 
though the natural reproduction is still okay.  
 
Most recent survey information shows smallmouth as being more abundant than largemouth bass. Smallmouth size is 
good with fish over 20 inches occasionally observed and fish over 14 inches are common. Largemouth bass are low den-
sity, however, are thought to be increasing and spreading into parts of the lake where they have   Continued on page 7       

  
*Note: Can the cisco and whitefish survive both eutrophication and climate change?  Probably not.  If we hold the line on nutrients 
they do have a fighting chance.  Climate modeling for cisco puts their chance of survival to 2100 in a lake like LCO at about 65%. 
That model assumes no significant eutrophication. If our phosphorus levels rise just 3 parts per billion then our children’s children’s 
children will only read that cisco and whitefish were once present in Lac Courte Oreilles.  Of the two factors it looks like nutrients 
are our biggest, most immediate worry.  
 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cisco are also known as Tulibee or Lake Herring.  In LCO they are abun-
dant and grow to about 8” maximum size.  Small cisco have a long body 
shape.  Larger cisco are deep bodied and can look a lot like whitefish.  
Whitefish, however, have an over-hanging snout, cisco don’t.  Small 
populations tend to grow bigger cisco.  So, if cisco numbers decline in 
LCO, we should notice them getting bigger.  They are somewhat related 
to trout and salmon, however, cisco are most closely related to lake 
whitefish.  The two rarely share habitat in inland lakes which makes LCO 
very unique in that respect.  Cisco do not have teeth like smelt do and 
filter feed on microscopic zooplankton, often migrating upward into 
warmer water to feed.  They prefer water in the 60-67 degree range. 
Cisco suspend in dense schools in mid-water portions of the lake and are 
perfect prey for large, warm-water, predator fish, and the main reason 
LCO gamefish get so big.  They spawn around Thanksgiving and can be 
seined.  Good eating – smoked or pickled. 

Whitefish are probably the most threatened species in LCO. They are much 
more sensitive to declining water quality than cisco are.  Whitefish prefer 
colder water than cisco and are very bottom oriented, so they rarely suspend.  
Suitable whitefish habitat is about 5% that of good cisco habitat.  Like cisco, 
they will filter-feed on plankton, but often feed on insect larvae in, on, or 
around the sediment.  They are much rarer than cisco in LCO, but can get 
very big – up to 12 pounds.  Occasionally they can be caught by hook and 
line vertical jigging with a spoon or blade bait in 35 – 40 feet of water.  Also 
try casting a spinner in the shallows early May and late October.  They spawn 
usually right around Thanksgiving , and can be seined then.  Great eating – 
smoked, pickled, baked, boiled, or fried.  In commercial retail markets con-
sidered one of the highest quality and most valuable species, worldwide. 
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Action Steps For A Healthier Shoreline            
Kara Fitzpatrick          karafitz@indiana.edu 
 
 Actions speak louder than words!  To declare one’s love for the tranquility of the Lac Courte Oreilles Lakes community is 
the simple part of our lives here; now the hard part: preserving that pristine peacefulness.   
 

There is a general consensus that since human development is not going to stop, we face a dire exigency to seek out more 
sustainable lifestyles.  Otherwise, what kind of lakes are we leaving for our children and grandchildren?  So, how can we make our 
lives at the lake more sustainable?  There are countless possible discussions, but a wonderful, silver bullet of an answer is to take 
action!  To facilitate “action steps”, COLA has invested in exploring how to address the number one stressor of lakes in the U.S. 
today, poor lakeshore habitat. ** 

 
 This past summer the shorelines of Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles were surveyed and photographed so that an effective 
plan could be developed targeting areas of poor habitat, sediment and nutrient deposition, and non-point source pollution.  Each par-
cel on the lakeshores will be prioritized according to the condition of its riparian buffer (area 35 feet back from the ordinary high 
water mark) based on parameters such as natural vegetation, erosion, and slope.  This spring, members of COLA will be contacting 
one homeowner from each category to pilot the very first riparian buffer management projects on Lac Courte Oreilles!  Although this 
is a demonstration of a collective action step toward preserving the lakes it would take many years for this model of shoreline man-
agement to put a dent in the ecological stressors affecting Lac Courte Oreilles.  Therefore, the ultimate responsibility of environ-
mental stewardship falls on all of our shoulders. 
 
 The physical conditions of the shorelines are results of the lifestyles of those who live there.  So, to dig even deeper, a sur-
vey of the lakeshore residents was conducted to observe the general attitudes and understanding of those residents.  The results of the 
survey, in Table 1, represent a 29.7% response rate of the 250 surveys that were mailed to random shoreline property owners. 

Table 1 

 

 Based on the above results, though not an exhaustive list of the information collected, we can observe the following:  A) 
Most people understand the importance of shoreline vegetation.  B) About half the people are concerned about the effects of their 
lifestyles on the lake (i.e. erosion and runoff).  C) Most people have declared that they are willing to plant on the shoreline of their 
property to protect the water quality of Lac Courte Oreilles.  D)  Even more people have expressed that willingness if they could 
afford to do so.  E)  Lastly and most notably, more than one fourth of the people are actually willing to help out with this effort!   

Percent of respondents Condition 

52.38% Are concerned about erosion on their property 

69.84% Are taking measures to control erosion on their property 

31.75% …are doing this with rip-rap 

55.56% …are using natural vegetation to prevent erosion 

41.27% Are concerned about runoff to the lake from their property 

69.84% Are taking measures to mitigate the effects of runoff 

53.97% …are using natural vegetation to do so 

88.89% Declared to have already been aware that impervious surfaces can be 
harmful lakes 

93.65% Declared to know that shoreline vegetation is highly important to wa-
ter quality 

74.6% Are willing to plant on the shoreline of their property in order to pro-
tect the lakes’ water quality 

82.54% Are willing to plant on their property if a free landscaping service 
were offered 

26.98% Are willing to volunteer in a program that would organize riparian 
buffer management and implementation 

PAGE SIX 
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Impaired Water Status and TMDL Study Update     Gary Pulford 
 
     As you know COLA has been seeking impaired water status for Musky Bay since 2006.  We’re still at it because despite over-
whelming scientific evidence documenting the severely degraded nature of Musky Bay and the effect it is having on the rest of the 
lake, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) continues to vacillate on whether or not to declare Musky Bay an 
impaired water (as of when this Loon Call went to print).  It has been over a year now since WDNR seemed to be moving forward 
and at that time seemed to have made a decision to include Musky Bay on the 2012 State list of impaired waters.  Many COLA 
members commented to WDNR during the public comment a year ago relaying your impressions of the impaired nature of Musky 
Bay and what it means to you.   
     But…….between then and now WDNR has yet to make a final decision regarding Musky Bay and the 2012 impaired water list in 
general.  We do not know why, in spite of documented, scientific facts WDNR hasn’t moved to declare Musky Bay impaired.  We 
have had a number of disagreements with WDNR regarding their approach and how they have made some of their decisions.  For 
example, the DNR has stated that Musky Bay is a separate body of water from Lac Courte Oreilles and therefore held to different, 
much lower standards of water quality than the lake as a whole.  How anyone who takes a boat to the west end of the lake and looks 
at the wide mouth of Musky Bay, 4/5 of a mile wide, and can conclude that it is a “separate body of water” is pretty hard to under-
stand. 
     COLA will continue to press the state, while at the same time examine other options including legal and appealing directly to the 
federal government to secure the listing of Musky Bay.  Without impaired water status we lose one legal basis to eliminate the pol-
luted discharges to Musky Bay and LCO and lose possibly millions of dollars of funds needed to help restore the Bay and its habitat.  
The COLA Board will update the membership at the Annual Meeting with anything that changes between now and the end of June.  
 
     As for the TMDL study……COLA is charging ahead with implementing the second year of the study.  This summer COLA con-
tractors, volunteers and the LCO Conservation Department will again be collecting weekly water samples for chemical analysis, 
measuring dissolved oxygen levels and water clarity and measuring the flow rates at the three stream inlets and the outlet of LCO.  
COLA volunteers will also be collecting water samples from public road right-a-way locations at the major cranberry bog discharge 
points into the lake.   In your travels out on the lake this summer…. if  you see folks in a boat  that look like they’re working….give 
em a wide berth or better yet slow way down …and holler a big “Thank You”. 
     Later this summer LimnoTech Inc., COLA’s prime contractor, using all the data collected over two summers will begin the task 
of computer modeling different scenarios that will pin-point the sources of phosphorus that will need to be reduced in order to pro-
tect and preserve the LCO lakes.  The final report and reduction allocation are expected by March or April of next year. 

Virtually all of us love these lakes.  It looks like many people recognize “the hard part” of  preserving them, and people are 
willing to take action and help with the work.  Imagine how much we could actually get done. 

 
So in closing, we all need to look at our own properties and shorelines and consider the impact our lifestyles may have on 

the lake.  Reach out to COLA, and to your family, friends and neighbors and be part of the effort to use our shorelines and buffer 
zones to protect the Courte Oreilles Lakes. 
 
**Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 2009.  National Lakes Assessment: A Collaborative 
Survey of the Nation’s Lakes.EPA 841-R-09-001.U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water and Office of Research and Development, Washington, 
D.C. 

Fishing Survey  
Continued from page 5      
not traditionally been observed.   Largemouth can become a predator problem for smallmouth and walleye.   So, if you 
catch largemouth bass, keep em and eat em.  Good for you, and for the lake.  The DNR will continue monitoring the 
largemouth population and sizes. 
 
Bluegill and pumpkinseed are low density in LCO compared to many other lakes. Their numbers are kept in check by the 
dense walleye population, and also many areas of the lake are not suitable panfish habitat. Because density of panfish is 
low, growth rates are good and there is a high proportion of quality sized bluegill, pumpkinseed, and crappie present in 
LCO right now.                                                         Source:  DNR Fishery Biologist, Max Wolter
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HELP IDENTIFY INVASIVE SPECIES IN LAC COURTE OREILLES LAKES 
  
    As previously reported, COLA is the recipient of a DNR grant which is used to address the Curly Leaf Pondweed in the 
lake.  However, the real protection of our investment and the beauty of these lakes isn’t from this grant alone, but from 
the efforts of the property owners this year and in the future.   
 
     We need volunteers to help identify and report any suspicious plant life.  All property owners are encouraged to join 
in this monitoring effort. 
 
     The task is easy and involves a brief one hour training session conducted by representatives of the Sawyer County 
Land and Water Conservation Department and the Lac Courte Oreilles Conservation Department.   
 
     Training details follow: Monday, June 3, 2013   10am—Noon 
    LCO Boat Landing off of Hwy K 
 
     The training session will introduce volunteers to the characteristics of invasive species plants, and will be followed by 
a brief training period on the lake itself, if weather permits. 
 
     Then, from June through September the volunteers will make a once-a-month visual inspection of their appointed 
section of the lake looking for questionable plants growing at a 5—12 foot depth.  Since most of us are on the lake fre-
quently the task can be done at any time during each month.  It’s always fun to get the boat out on the lake, but if you 
don’t have a boat you can still inspect the shoreline from your dock. 
 
    If an objectionable plant is identified, the volunteer will mark the location of the plant by a GPS unit or other method, 
place the plant in a Ziploc bag and deliver it to the Sawyer County AIS coordinator in the Sawyer County Courthouse. 
 
     Other than filling out a simple post-inspection sheet each month and sending it to the Shoreline Coordinator, that’s 
all there is to it. 
 
     These simple and easy steps are essential to protect the LCO Lakes, their beauty and our property values.   
 
     If you’re able to help with this important effort please contact by e-mail or phone: 
     Susan Horrocks, COLA Shoreline Coordinator 
     horrocks@centurytel.net 
     715-865-2113 

CLP  Treatment: 2013 
 
We had a very successful treatment last spring, in 2012.  This, in spite of the record-breaking warm, early spring resulting in the ear-
liest ice-out on record for LCO which required some last minute scheduling changes.  Invasive Curly Leaf Pondweed, CLP, was dra-
matically reduced in Musky, Barbertown, and Stuckey Bays.  It was expensive, over $43,000, for the 2012 effort.   
 
In spite of the good reductions in the amount or acres of CLP we must continue treating.  CLP produces turions which can remain 
viable in the lake bottom for several years.  But, the treatment timing also knocks down the new growth CLP before it produces and 
releases more turions, so each year we are getting more ahead of the problem.  For example over 90 acres in Musky Bay three years 
ago have been reduced to an expected treatment of about 40 acres this year.  
 
Though LCO Lakes are still completely covered with ice, treatment in 2013 will have taken place by the time this Loon Call is re-
ceived.  The process is essentially the same each year.  After ice out water temperature is monitored and previously identified CLP 
areas examined for new growth of CLP which is vulnerable to treatment.  Once CLP is observed our engineering firm, which does 
the actual application/treatment, is notified and they conduct their own, official pre-treatment survey, required by the WDNR.  The 
exact locations of growing CLP are confirmed and the treatment date is set.     
 
New this year will also be the use of  a different herbicide, Clearcast, in part of the treatment.  Excellent results were seen in other 
lakes using this, and it may be a bit easier on the native plants.  Though the native plants have their own cycles, and should repopu-
late areas where CLP has been eliminated, we are doing all we can to minimize inadvertent treatment effects on them.   
 
Post-treatment, treated areas will again be examined to evaluate effectiveness of the treatment and provide the basis for plans for 
2014.  COLA volunteers will continue monitoring numerous areas.  There will be a followup report to this year’s treatment in the 
next Loon Call.                                                                                                           Steve Umland    CLP representative for COLA 



Spring 2013 

 

 

PAGE NINE 

Official Newsletter of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 

Dear Friends of Lac Courte Oreilles: 
We hope you are all looking forward to a wonderful summer of fun and memories at the lake.  Lac Courte Oreilles remains clas-
sified as one of the few Outstanding Resource Waters of Wisconsin, on par with the Boundary Waters.  A recent national report 
states that over 50% of the nation’s fresh water rivers, streams and lakes are badly compromised by pollution,  the most common 
being phosphorus and to a lesser degree, nitrogen.  There are many external factors which could put LCO into that category.   
 
The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. was formed so that  resources can be raised and used to help protect and preserve the 
rare water quality of LCO, and even improve its condition from the damage it has already suffered.  The costs to treat Curly Leaf 
Pondweed, reduce drainage into the lake, secure properly operating septic systems, measure and study lake water quality and 
identify and deal with problem sources all take money.  And, perhaps harder to measure, these efforts require hundreds of hours 
of volunteer time year after year from the COLA Board and Committee members and other COLA supporters around the lakes.   
 
COLA is supporting all of us and the Courte Oreilles Lakes.  The Foundation helps support COLA with funding.  Our goal for 
2013 is to raise $100,000.  The monies will be used to support the priorities of the Lac Courte Oreilles Lake Management Plan 
adopted February 21, 2011. 
  
Please help us support the efforts to protect the Courte Oreilles Lakes by donating to the LCO Foundation, Inc.  
 
Thanks very much for your support!                                  John Berg President, The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
 
Your contribution to The Foundation must be separate from your COLA membership, Contributions to The Foundation cannot be 
used to include COLA memberships/renewals.  However, contributions to The LCO Foundation are tax deductible.  
 
Tax Deductible Contribution:       Make check out to: Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc., complete the form 
below and mail to:   
   The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
   c/o  Richard R. Land, Trustee 
   6756 N. Victory Heights Circle 
   Stone Lake, WI  54876-3054 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
LCOFI Contribution                    Please include this form 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Permanent Address/Street_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Lake Address/Street__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________   State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Phone at lake______________________Home phone or cell________________ Email  ___________________ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _                

Allen Hoeft, (Clean Boats, Picnic) 
865-4404, 608-788-9448 
cleanboats@cola-wi.org 
 
Mickey Odawa, (Web Site) 
715-865-2503 
webmaster@cola-wi.org 
 
Gary Pulford, (Chairman Lake Man-
agement Plan Implementation) 
612-839-8558 

Mike Persson, (Fishing) 
715-364-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 
 
Sue Horrocks, (Public Relations) 
715-865-2113 
pr@cola-wi.org 
 
Mark Laustrup (Septic & Runoff) 
715-634-0842 
runoff@cola-wi.org 

Rob Engelstad, President (Water) 
612-581-5775 
president@cola-wi.org 
 
Kris Sivertson, Vice President  
715-210-0818       (Shoreline) 
vp@cola-wi.org 
 
Steve Lillyblad, (Treasurer) 
715-865-4612 
treasurer@cola-wi.org 

        2013 COLA Board of Directors      (with areas of oversight) 



                                                                                                                         Spring 2013  

 

PAGE  TEN 

 
COLA AND THE LCO TRIBE: A PARTNERSHIP TO SAVE THE LAKE          Alf Sivertson 
 
Lac Courte Oreilles, with its exceptional water quality, has been the historical attraction to the area. The Lac Courte 
Oreilles Band of the Lake Superior Chippewa (the “Tribe”) has resided in the Lac Courte Oreilles area since the early 
1700s.  The Tribe’s early, bustling village was situated on the isthmus between Big and Little Courte Oreilles.  While the 
eastern third of Lac Courte Oreilles now is Reservation land, the Tribe’s hunting, fishing and gathering rights extend to 
all of Lac Courte Oreilles. In the late 1800s fishing attracted non-natives to the lake.  Fishing lodges were established, 
followed by early cabins and then the general recreational use of the lake that we all enjoy today. 
 
But deteriorating water quality now threatens the attraction to Lac Courte Oreilles. COLA and the Tribe have a vested 
interest in preventing this.  As a result, in the late 1990s COLA joined efforts with the Tribe to save the lake.  Since 
1996, the Tribal Conservation Department under the direction of Dan Tyrolt has been testing and monitoring Lac Courte 
Oreilles.  In 1998, using Tyrolt’s data, the COLA and the Tribe published the first Nutrient Budget for Lac Courte Oreilles 
that scientifically established the sources of phosphorus input into the lake.  In the 2005 trial against the Musky Bay 
cranberry farmer, the court relied in part on Tyrolt’s data to conclude that the Musky Bay cranberry operation was the 
“primary source of phosphorus entering Musky Bay.” 
 
The Tribe’s continued monitoring and testing of Lac Courte Oreilles was critical to the Lac Courte Oreilles Lake Manage-
ment Plan published by COLA in February 2011 that concluded, among other things, that the cranberry discharges to the 
lake had to be eliminated.  The combined COLA and Tribal efforts have culminated in preliminary impaired water status 
for Musky Bay that, when finalized, will make grant money available for restoration of Musky Bay, as long as the phos-
phorus inputs have stopped. 
 
COLA, the Tribe and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources are also engaged in a comprehensive Total Maxi-
mum Daily Load (TMDL) study that, when published later this year, will further identify the sources of phosphorus deg-
radation of our lake.  Finally, the Tribe, with support and assistance from COLA, is seeking “state status” to set enforce-
able water quality standards for Lac Courte Oreilles. 
 
This partnership between COLA and the Tribe will save our lake. 

Clean Boats 2013                                                  Allan Hoeft 
 
      The 2013 Clean Boat Program will begin with the opening of Wisconsin’s general fishing season on the 1st weekend 
of May.  By that time weather experts predict the ice may have cleared from the surface of the lake.  Maybe.   
      Plans call for monitoring of the DNR boat launch in Chicago Bay.  The program averages about 32 hours per week,  
Thursday through Sunday.  The Clean Boat Inspector (s) will be on hand to check boats and trailers for the presence of 
invasive aquatic plants and animals such as Curly Leaf Pondweed, Eurasian Water Milfoil, zebra mussels, and others.   
      Please cooperate with our inspectors.  Take a few minutes to read DNR information from available printed material 
or go on line to check Wisconsin’s aquatic invasive species regulations.  
      If you use a different launch area when putting in your boat please inspect your trailer, live bait wells, lower unit of 
your motor, the boat for any weeds.  Even if you don’t know what kind they are remove them and throw them in a trash 
receptacle.  If you fish with bait do not dump any unused minnows or crawfish into the lake.  Take them with you or 
dispose of them well up on shore where they cannot get into the lake.  Worms?  If you are done with worms either 
dump remaining worms in the trash or, with worms only, you can toss them into the lake.  Do not toss worms out onto 
the ground or in the woods.  All the worms, even those you may have dug up yourself, are invasive.  Dispose of them 
where they will not survive. 
      If you have guests and they will be putting in their own boat help them check their entire boat and trailer.  Be sure 
they dispose of their bait, if fishing, properly, too.   
      We all can do our part helping protect not only the Lac Courte Oreilles lakes, but the other area lakes.  Remember, 
CLP is present in LCO and could be on your boat when you leave.  Don’t spread it. 
      The “Clean Boat” program works for all of us.  Have a safe boating season and share the word with all who use the 
Lac Courte Oreilles aquatic environment. 
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SEPTIC SYSTEM SURVEY - IT’S A GO        Mark Laustrup 
     The survey of all parcels within the jurisdiction of Sawyer County Zoning and Conservation that have waterfront access to Big 
and Little LCO will happen this summer.  According to Sawyer County, there are a total of 663 parcels.  COLA received ballot re-
turns from 367 properties for a 55% participation rate. Of the returns, 339 (92%) voted “Yes” and 28 voted “No”. Well done LCOs! 
 
     Sawyer County Sanitarian, Eric Wellauer, has put together a great team to carry out the project.  Usually, these lake surveys cover 
some 400 parcels.  The Courte Oreilles lakes support almost 1.7 times that number, so additional staff is required to complete the 
work during one summer field season.  In addition to Eric, Merton “Mac” Maki will provide his expertise.  He is the Sawyer County 
Sanitarian emeritus and like the County staff, is also a certified soil morphologist and Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 
(POWTS) inspector.  Jay Kozlowski, the Zoning and Sanitation technician, will also be assisting with the project.  Jay worked as a 
UW-Stevens Point student intern on the Big Lake Chetac septic system survey in 2008.  Lastly, Craig Dantoin, a UW-Stevens Point 
senior, will be doing much of the field work under the guidance of the Zoning and Conservation Department. 
 
     Work will begin May 21st and end on or about September 1st.  The survey crews will pick a location to start and work their way 
around the lakes.  Some work will occur over the weekend.  If you have any questions, Eric would be happy to assist.  His phone 
number is 715-634-8288 and office hours are Monday through Friday, 8AM – 4PM. 
 
     The Zoning and Conservation Department is looking for new lakes to survey in the future.  Please speak to your friends on other 
lakes and let them know about the program.  Properly functioning septic systems protect against the contamination of the lakes we so 
much enjoy. 



                                                                                                                          

 

RESTATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR COLA  The purposes of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 
(COLA) are (1) to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes, their shorelands and surrounding areas, 
while respecting the interests of property owners and the rights of the general public, and (2) to consider, study, survey and 
respond to issues deemed relevant by the membership of the organization.  The Courte Oreilles Lakes consist of Lac Courte 
Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, both located in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 

Courte Oreilles Lakes 
Association, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 702 
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843 

www.cola-wi.org 
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