
Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 702, Hayward, WI  54843 

President’s Column      -    Kris W. Sivertson  COLA President 
        This past year has been one of significant achievement for COLA and the efforts to protect and preserve the water quality of our 
lakes. The TMDL study and the SSC study have been completed and are now in the review process with the WDNR. As part of that 
review process, it has been negotiated that the TMDL study will now morph into a Nine Key Element Watershed Plan, under section 
319 of the EPA’s Clean Water Act that will address the identified sources of phosphorous that are entering our lakes and formulate 
specific implementation plans for their reduction, on a watershed basis.  We perceive only great things for the lake once this plan is 
approved. 
        We continue to reach out to neighboring lake associations within the watershed and have been moderately successful in our 
attempt to organize and address water issues on a watershed basis. This effort will continue this spring and summer. 
        If you haven’t done so yet, please visit the brand new COLA website. We are still fine tuning it, but we felt that the new format 
will be very informative to our members and guests. We are making every effort to keep it up to date. To that end, we have anointed 
Mark Laustrup, of the COLA Board, to be the new website guru. 
        Our members and volunteers will continue with lake monitoring activities this summer that include taking Secchi readings on 
the clarity of the water, recording water flows from various inlets to the lake, monitoring the shoreline for invasive plants, and con-
ducting the boat inspections at the DNR boat landing.  In regard to the invasive species, namely Curly Leaf Pondweed, COLA has 
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been very effective in drastically reducing the quantity of the plant in Musky Bay, 
Stuckey Bay and Barbertown Bay. Four years ago we treated for over 90 acres of CLP 
and this year we will be treating for less than 3 acres.  CLP will never be eradicated 
completely, so this treatment will be a yearly event in order to control re-emergence or 
spread of CLP. 
        COLA continues to work very closely with the LCO Conservation Department in 
taking water samples from the lake for analysis. LCOCD has played a key role in 
COLA’s preparation of the studies and plans. 
        Of major note to our members and property owners on the lakes, COLA applied 
for a Shoreland Restoration Grant with the DNR and we were awarded a $94,440.00 
grant from the State.  This would not have been possible without the generous donations 
to the Foundation by the owners on the lakes as COLA needed to provide a 25% match 
in funds. We now have $125,000 to install shoreland buffers on properties on the lake. 
If you would be interested in installing a buffer on your property as part of this grant, 
you can contact me, Kris Sivertson, at either 715-210-0818 or by email at 
krisw3690@gmail.com. We will be most interested in those properties that have mowed 
grass/lawns down to their shorelines. 
        The COLA Board meets every 4th Friday of the month, from 3 to 5pm,  at the Bass 
Lake Town Hall in Northwoods Beach on County K.  These are open meetings and any-
one who wants to learn more about COLA is welcome to attend.  We always need vol-
unteers and if you want to become actively involved in COLA, please attend one of the 
meetings or contact a Board member. 
        The Foundation and COLA will be hosting the 3rd Annual Golf Charity Tourna-
ment at Big Fish Golf Course on August 15th. If you are interested in playing or in being 
a sponsor, you can get more information on the COLA website. 
        Finally, I hope to see you at the Annual meeting on June 27th at the Mission and 
the COLA picnic on July 18th at the Bass Lake Town Hall. 
Thank you for interest in and caring for the Lac Courte Oreilles Lakes. 
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The 2014 Third Annual COLA Golf Tournament 
                                                                      Get Ready for GOLF ! 
 
The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. and the Lac Courte Oreilles Lakes Association (COLA), 
would like to invite you to participate in the 3rd Annual COLA Charity Golf Tournament at the 
Big Fish Golf Club, On Saturday, August 15, 2015.  Registration at 12 noon.  Shotgun start at 1 pm. 
  
Last year’s event was another success in raising monies for water protection on Lac Courte Oreilles and Little 
Lac Courte Oreilles.  The Tournament  raised over $4800.00.  It’s a great way for you to contribute to the 
lakes’ protection and have a fun day doing it. 
 
*This will be a scramble event open to all with typical event holes. 
*Cost per player is $85.00 - includes green fee and cart, dinner. 
*All current COLA members receive a $10 discount. 
 
All proceeds from the event will help The LCO Foundation fund the on-going efforts by COLA to preserve and 
improve the water quality of LCO and Little LCO. 
 
Consider being an event sponsor, a hole sponsor, or to reserve a foursome please contact: 
Kris W Sivertson      krisw3690@gmail.com 
            Or phone:   715-210-0818 
OR go to the COLA website (www.cola-wi.org) to register and pay 

 
The Upper Couderay River Watershed (UCRW).  Our Watershed (Part 1) 

            Gary Pulford 
       The UCRW is that area of land and water in Sawyer County that comprises the head waters of the Couderay River.  
The UCRW is some 69,000 acres or 125 square miles in size and stretches from Round Lake in the north to Sissabagama 
Lake in the south. The major lakes within the UCRW  that are connected to one another by streams are Round Lake, Lit-
tle Round Lake, Osprey Lake, Grindstone Lake, Sissabagama Lake, Sand Lake, Whitefish Lake, Lac Courte Oreilles and 
Little Lac Courte Oreilles. 
        Round Lake drains into Little Round Lake which then drains to Osprey Lake which in turn drains into LCO by way 
of Osprey Creek.  Grindstone Lake drains into LCO by way of an unnamed creek that flows under CTH K in North-
woods Beach.  Sissabagama Lake drains into Sand Lake that then drains into Whitefish Lake that drains into LCO by 
way of Whitefish Creek.  LCO drains into Little LCO then into the Billy Boy flowage and from there forms the 
Couderay River.                                See Map of watershed on page 14  
        All the water that falls (rain and snow) year after year within the 125 square mile UCRW, drains thru this system of 
streams and lakes on the way to becoming the Couderay River.  The major concern for the entire watershed is the 
amount of phosphorus being released into or otherwise entering this aquatic watershed system.   There are a number of 
land uses within the UCRW system that are responsible for releasing or discharging much of the phosphorus into the 
system.  Shoreline residential development often replaces natural ground holding, filtering vegetation with driveways, 
rooftops, and sloping lawns that deliver unobstructed runoff carrying sediment and phosphorus to the lakes and streams, 
and rivers of the watershed.  In addition individual septic systems, if not properly installed and maintained, can contrib-
ute significant amounts of phosphorus to the watershed system.   Crop and animal agriculture runoff from crop land 
can carry sediment, nitrogen and phosphorus from fertilizers and manure into lakes and streams.  Runoff from animal 
barnyards, feedlots, and manure storage areas can carry nutrients into public waters.  Cranberry operations within the 
watershed are significant sources of phosphorus and sediment discharge to waters of the UCRW.  Logging, if not done 
properly can cause severe erosion from construction of logging roads and steep slope clear cutting that carries sediment 
and phosphorus into adjacent lakes and streams.  Road construction and maintenance  Watershed continued on page 8       
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COLA members and “should-be-members” 
Please renew your membership, or join, and help us protect these lakes! 

 
Several of COLA’s ongoing efforts to protect and improve the quality of the LCO lakes are written about in this Loon Call.  Member 
benefits include the June Annual Meeting, the July picnic, reduced fees for the Golf Tournament and, most important, the satisfac-
tion from helping your friends and neighbors protect Big and Little Lac Courte Oreilles.  For more information see the COLA web-
site:       www.cola-wi.org. 
  
Your membership status is indicated on the mailing label – Note that membership renewal is on a calendar-year basis.                         
Look at the top line on your label, for example:         
    Member thru Dec 2014  If it shows you were good only through 2014 or earlier, 
    Shirley Lovelake    or that you are not currently a member please renew today: 
    4444 Sunny Shore Road 
    Stone Lake, WI  54876 
  
You can pay with a credit card on the COLA website. Just go to www.cola-wi.org and click on “COLA Membership”. Or, mail the 
form provided below with a check to COLA for $25 (2015) or $50 (2015 & 2016).  .  
 
If you have a family place owned with parents or brothers or sisters, get each of them to join COLA. 
 
Beyond your membership dues you can greatly help COLA in the research, study and projects being conducted or planned by con-
tributing separate donations to the Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation (http://lcofi.org/). 
 
Jim Coors     Courte Oreilles Lakes Association 
COLA Membership Chair    P.O. Box 702 
membership@COLA-wi.org   Hayward, Wisconsin  54843 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COLA Membership—Renew or Join 
 

Please circle one:  2015 renewal – $25  2015 & 2016 renewal - $50 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________  State: _______________________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________________  Email*: __________________________________ 
 
 
Lake Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________  State: _______________________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________________ 
 

* Please include your e-mail address with your membership info. COLA periodically sends timely e-mail 
blasts alerting you to events affecting our lakes. We value your privacy, and we do not share our email list 
with any other organization. 
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Septic System Survey Update:        Mark Laustrup 
        Work on the 2013 septic system survey is nearing completion.  Of the 815 parcels located on 
Lac Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, 661 of them had septic systems.  The difference 
between the two numbers includes 124 vacant parcels, 18 exempt parcels (tribal/government 
owned) and 12 that did not allow inspection.  Of the 661 with systems, 558 passed, 65 were incon-
clusive, and 38 failed.  Follow up inspections of inconclusive parcels pushed failures above 50.  To 
date, 75% of failures have been corrected and 31 of the inconclusive parcels that were re-inspected 
passed.  Of the remaining, 23 are scheduled for correction, leaving 18 parcels still needing resolu-
tion.  The work on the remaining 18 will be completed this summer. 
        Sawyer County has scheduled septic surveys for Whitefish Lake for 2015 and Big Sissaba-
gama in 2016.  As both of these lakes drain in to Lac Courte Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, 
we are well on our way toward eliminating septic systems as a potential source of nitrogen and 
phosphorus pollution.   

 

Web Site Update          Mark Laustrup 
        COLA has updated the web site (www.cola-wi.org).  New additions include interactive maps 
representing the results of the septic and Shoreland buffer surveys.  Once you have the map up on 
the screen, you can click on individual parcels to view the information for that parcel.  A Site Map 
has also been added to make it easier to navigate.  Buttons to access these options are located at 
the top and bottom of the homepage.  A photo gallery, (Flickr) has also been added to organize the 
photos. 
        To check for recent updates, go to the “News” box at the bottom of the homepage. This section 
is updated as new information becomes available, usually on a biweekly basis. 
        COLA Board meeting minutes are posted as they are approved meaning that there is lag of one 
month.  For example, January minutes are approved at the February meeting. 
        The email system has also been modified.  Prior to the move, each committee chair and board 
member had an email address (that were seldom used).  The new site has one address, 
(courte.oreilles.lakes.association@gmail.com) and the inquiries will be forwarded to the appropriate 
individual.  Please use this email address to notify COLA of any problems you might run across or to 
suggest enhancements.  You can also use the COLA Facebook page to communicate with the 
COLA Board (https://www.facebook.com/groups/CourteOreillesLakesAssociation/).  Updates are 
also posted there. 

 

2015 COLA Committee Chairs and Representatives 

 WATER QUALITY: 
Dan Tyrolt, Chairman 
715-634-0102 
waterquality@cola-wi.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
Jim Coors 
608-628-0694,  608-231-3593 
membership@cola-wi.org 

  FISHING: 
Mike Persson, Chairman 
715-634-4543 
fishing@cola-wi.org 
 
GOV’T/COMMUNITY RELATIONS: 
Phil Nies, Chairman 
715-634-2920 
 

 
Allen Hoeft, (Clean Boats, Picnic) 
865-4404, 608-788-9448 
cleanboats@cola-wi.org 
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Last Year’s, 2014 COLA 
Picnic Raffle Sponsors: 
Anglers - Hayward 
Anglers’ Haven- LCO  
Art Beat 
Backroads Coffee and Tea 
Beer Bellies 
Carnegie 
COLA 
Coops Pizza 
Don Johnston Motors 
Fireside 
Fleet & Farm 
Fred Sheers Lumberjack Show 
Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame 
Hayward Bakery 
Hayward Cinema 
Hayward Outfitters 
LCO Casino Lodger 
Lynn’s Custom Meat Market 
Marie’s Hideaway – Stone Lake 
North Star Landscaping 
Perkins 
Pizza Hut 
Sawyer County Record 
Steve’s Kitchen Cafe 
Tally Ho 
Titus Salon 
The Ranch 
Towering Pines Miniature Golf 
Treeland Resort 
Tremblay’s 
West Dairy 
Wilderness Walk 
Silent Auction Jim Carroll Original Wildlife 
Watercolor 

The 2015 COLA Annual Picnic 
Fun, Friends, Food, and lots of great prizes.   

Let’s Picnic Again, Like We Did Last Summer. 
 
For some COLA members the picnic is an annual tradition.  Others have never 
come, so give it a try.  Lots of friends, neighbors, and maybe a few people you 
ought to know.  There are cold cans of pop and water, cold kegs of beer (if we 
can get certain members to get out of the way), and once the food’s finished 
cooking it’s outdoor pic-a-nic time.   
 
If you’re feeling lucky, and even if you aren’t, you can buy raffle tickets to help 
support COLA and get your chances for an assortment of gifts and gift certifi-
cates.  Just take a look at last year’s sponsors for an idea of the prizes from lots of 
area businesses you ought to be, or are supporting already.   
 
The COLA Board and volunteers do a lot of work all year long to preserve and 
improve the quality of the fabulous LCO Lakes.  The Picnic is one of the times 
when we can get together and simply have some fun.   
 
The 2015 COLA Picnic!  Let’s continue to grow this great Lac Courte Oreilles 
tradition. 

Saturday, July  18, 2015  
Picnic lunch starts at 12:00 noon and goes to 3:00 
Bass Lake Town Hall in Northwood’s Beach 
 

Thanks to the COLA Board volunteers and all members who continue to make 
this event such great fun.                    See you there.   Allan and Barbara Hoeft 
 

Sailing Club  
looks to another brisk season 

 
The Courte Oreilles Sailing Club (COSC), following a downwind 2014 season supported by 21 members, 

hears the starting gun for this year’s races on Saturday, June 20.  All skippers regardless of residency or boat 
configuration are encouraged to join in the fun.  

 Boat races, with finishing times corrected by handicaps for each type, are scheduled every Saturday through 
Labor Day weekend; first race begins promptly at 1:30 p.m. Exception to race dates is Saturday, July 18, 2015 
during the Annual COLA Picnic.  

Annual membership is $35 for skippers and $10 for associate members, but the club allows a free trial race 
day without membership obligation.  “We open this organization to anybody who would like to sample race sail-
ing and enjoy the comradery of fellow sailors.  The races are competitive, but the participants are very friendly, 
and above all else just like being out on the lake,” comments Dick Land, club commodore. 

Land notes that boat safety rules are employed, and at least one safety boat is present in case of any incident. 
Normally, races are cancelled when winds are less than 5 mph or more than 20 mph. Large yellow buoys mark 
the course set up by the committee boat (race manager); most race days are held in Chicago Bay depending on 
wind direction. 

Those seeking more information may contact Dick at 715-865-6756 or Bruce Lillyblad at 715-865-4164. 
Membership payments may be mailed to: COSC,  c/o Tom Burgess, 15171W Circle Road, Hayward, WI 54843.   
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Site Specific Criteria and the Total Maximum Daily Load Study                               
     The Federal Clean Water Act requires that a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) study be completed to  address an “impaired 
water”.  Normally the WDNR would complete the TMDL study, but since there are so many impaired (polluted) water bodies in 
Wisconsin, the WDNR could take up to thirteen years to complete the TMDL study.   Consequently, in the spring of 2012, COLA 
and the LCO Tribe decided to privately fund and undertake the TMDL study when the WDNR first decided that Musky Bay was 
polluted to the point where it qualified as an “impaired water”. 
 
     Site Specific Criteria:  About this same time (Spring 2012), COLA and LCO Tribe also decided that the current WDNR total 
phosphorus (TP) criteria of 15 parts per billion (ppb) for LCO were not stringent enough to: 
     *Achieve the federal and state anti-degradation TP standard of 8-10ppb that applies to this Outstanding Resource Water (ORW). 
     *To support the designated uses set for LCO because the current criteria of 15 ppb is too high to maintain the 2-story/cold water  
       fishery so unique and vital to LCO. 
     COLA and the LCO Tribe through their consultant (LimnoTech) set about to develop a “Site Specific Criteria” (SSC) proposal as 
provided for under state and federal law that would be stringent enough to maintain water quality and preserve the 2-story/cold fish-
ery eco-system of LCO into the future.   
 
     After extensive literature review, water quality data analysis, climate change and water dynamic computer modeling, COLA and 
the LCO Tribe decided that a water quality goal/standard of 10 ppb total phosphorus determined as a lake wide average would be 
protective of LCO water quality and preserve the LCO 2 story/cold water fishery in perpetuity.   
 
     COLA submitted the Phosphorus Site-Specific Criteria Proposal for: Lac Courte Oreilles to WDNR on July 17, 2014 for 
their review and eventual approval.  After a public comment period and upon approval by WDNR, 10 ppb will become the enforce-
able total phosphorus standard for LCO under State law. 
 
     At the same time COLA submitted the proposal to WDNR, the LCO Tribe submitted the proposal to U.S.EPA as a proposed 
Tribal standard for LCO to be enforceable under Federal and Tribal law. 
 
     Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Study                                                                                                    
     Because recreational use has been limited in Musky Bay due to elevated phosphorus levels resulting in algae blooms, algal mats, 
excessive aquatic plant growth and depleted oxygen levels and because elevated phosphorus in the other basins of the lake has re-
sulted in increased oxygen demand and degraded conditions for the 2-story fishery, COLA and the LCO Tribe decided to scope the 
TMDL study to address both impairment of Musky Bay and attainment of the 10ppb total phosphorus standard proposed for the lake. 
 
     Under the law and U.S.EPA requirements, the lake-wide TMDL study MUST: 
     *Identify all the sources of phosphorus that are being discharged into LCO that are cumulatively violating the proposed stan-
dard for the lake and causing the degradation of water quality. 
     *Determine how much each of the identified sources of phosphorus MUST REDUCE (called a “Load Allocation”) in order 
to meet the total phosphorus standard proposed for LCO and reverse the water quality degradation. 
     *Provide a plan and timeline of actions necessary to reduce the phosphorus loading to the lake and clean up Musky Bay, the 
most polluted part of the lake. 
 
     In the Spring of 2012, COLA retained a number of consultants and the LCO Conservation Department (LCOCD) to complete the 
TMDL study.  During the growing season months of 2012 and 2013, the LCOCD collected  weekly water quality samples, water 
quality profiling data and inlet and outlet flow readings to inform the TMDL study.  
 
      Starting in early winter of 2013 and running through to early summer of 2014, LimnoTech, the prime contactor on the project 
working with the now available data: 
 
     *Completed the analysis of the accumulated water quality data (15 years of data in all),  
 
     *Populated and ran a 3-D hydrodynamic computer model that shows how the water of Musky Bay and Stuckey Bay mixes in the 
West Basin and the rest of the lake,  
 
     *Documented the depleted oxygen levels that are occurring throughout LCO,  
 
     *Populated and ran the BATHTUB predictive computer model numerous times to document  the      TMDL continued on page 11      
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Jump Start Fishing Tips       Art Malin 
 
If you’re an experienced fisherman (meaning male or female) you already have favorite techniques, tackle, times, and 
locales.  So, good luck, have a great season and brush up your stories on the one that got away.   

But, if you fish when, where, and for what you can and don’t have much luck, or are just starting here are some tips you 
can learn the easy way  Fishing can actually be easy.  Think of it this way; ninety percent of the fish are in ten percent 
of the water.  Generally, that is where there are weeds.  The little fish are in our lakes’ weeds seeking cover.  Not just 
the small fish, but other organisms;  bugs, zooplankton, phytoplankton.  Also lurking near and in the weeds, attracted to 
the little fish are the larger fish, the predators.  

The jigs that many people use are just too large and heavy.  The lighter, 32nd oz., 64th oz. jigs sink slower, tempting the 
fish, and they do not pick up as many weeds, therefore are more effective.   

Our clear water can make fish “line-shy.”  If your line strength is over 6 lbs. it is thicker and easier for fish to see, and 
avoid.  Use two or four pound clear fluorocarbon line.  It’s nearly invisible, and plenty strong.  

If you are chasing panfish like perch, bluegills, and crappie, you need to simply put something that looks edible in front 
of their face.  Using a float (bobber), or a slip float can suspend your bait where it’s hard to resist.  Or a light jig that has 
some hang time suspended in the water can help get you and the kids get some fish. However, you need to move 
around.  If nothing’s happening in ten to fifteen minutes, move.  It need not be far, just a different room in the fishes’ 
watery house.  

Those after walleye need to remember they do not like light.  Dark days, early mornings and evenings are best.  Fish 
with light jigs and line using a piece of nightcrawler, a leech, or plastics.  By the way, do not just ball up the crawler on 
the hook.  Either use just a third hooked on straight or the entire crawler hooked in the nose.  Evenings or dark days, 
cast Rapalas, or Storm Thunder Sticks or other minnow-looking baits.  They can be bigger and tougher, so about 8 to 10 
pound line, which in darker water won’t be too easy to see. 

If you are chasing smallmouth bass then look for glacial rubble humps in the lake or near shorelines that show lots of 
rocks.  They feed primarily on minnows but especially like crawdads.  No weeds necessary.  Our lake has fantastic small 
mouth numbers and nice sizes, too.  Fisheries experts encourage you to release them  as the population could be better. 

If you are chasing Northern Pike or Muskie, then use action lures, the more action the merrier. Stick baits, really jerked 
a lot work best.  A straight pull-in seldom will out fish a really jerked bait. The old standby spinners worked fast some-
times will out fish jerk bait.  Just change lures often, find a pattern that raises fish and stick with it.  These fish have 
bony mouths.  I usually set two to three times if it is a large Muskie or Northern Pike. By all means make a figure 8 with 
your rod when your lure is at the boat as it can prompt a strike by a trailing lunker.  Big turns are necessary. 

If you have never used a slip bobber or certain plastic baits, stop in to Hayward Bait and Tackle and ask the guys how 
to rig them.  They will help. A professional guide will teach you a lot. Hire one. They know how to help you become suc-
cessful. Take along a GPS unit and mark where you fish. Some guides might protest your having a GPS unit, I don’t. 

Patience is critical to success. Have fun but be a little stealthy.  Remember noise travels 8 times faster in water.  If you 
bang around in the boat lots of noise will chase fish away. 

The Courte Oreilles Lakes have a wonderful diversity of fish, and the big lake is one of the few in the entire state with a 
two-story fishery.  People fish these lakes from boats, canoes, kayaks, from the shore, from docks, while wading.  Get 
the most from these great waters, get your family, get some fun, get fishing.   
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Watershed continued from page 2     can contribute significant quantities of sediment and phosphorus to our water re-
sources if stormwater control structures, silt curtains and slope stabilization practices aren’t strictly followed.  Identifi-
cation and protection of critical natural areas that slow water flow and consume nutrients like wetlands, river and 
stream riparian areas, and sloping forested areas need to be identified and preserved thru conservation easements or pur-
chase/trust arrangements to insure these natural areas continue to buffer the effects of human activity.     More on Upper 
Couderay Watershed in future communications. 
 Part 2 How much phosphorus must be reduced and how can this be done? 
 Part 3 What can we do with other lakes and associations to address this? 
 

Don’t Blame Billy Boy      Kevin Horrocks 
When the LCO lakes’ water levels are low we all notice a bit more shore at the water’s edge.  Boaters who 
travel through the LCO to Little LCO channel are reminded when their props or hulls hit bottom rocks.  At the 
other end of the spectrum when the water levels are high people notice waves lapping along the shoreline 
and washing away dirt and sand, maybe even exposing plant roots and cutting into the shore. 
      
“Why don’t they close the dam until the water rises?”  Or:  “Why don’t they open the dam and get the water 
down to where it’s supposed to be?”  Two different situations, two different solutions, one blamed culprit.  
The Billy Boy dam.  But, the blame is misplaced and the suggested solutions aren’t practical. 
 
The following is a layperson’s (that’s me) explanation.  The dam was built back in the 1950s at least in part 
to create a navigable flowage just above the dam.  At that point the water would flow over the dam and con-
tinue to maintain the Couderay River  The dam was not designed or intended to perform great feats of rais-
ing or lowering the water levels, but to maintain an acceptable range of water level.  The low would be at the 
height of the dam.  The high water roughly a foot higher.  If there is water going over the top of the dam 
then the water level is within the normal range of the lakes’ level. 
 
The Gates Of Understanding 
The Billy Boy Dam is about 30 feet across.  It has 4 head-gates and one ’draw-down’ gate, each about 5 feet 
wide.  All have chains fastened to wheels which can be turned to raise the gates.  The dam was designed for 
water to flow over the top when the gates are closed and at full height.  So, raising the gates actually opens 
them below the surface of the water which releases greater volumes of water than that flowing over the top.     
 
During winter a couple of the gates may be opened as a precaution in preparation for the spring melt of 
snow and ice which can result in an enormous influx of water and subsequent high water problems.  Even 
then, gates need to be open virtually all winter in order to release enough water to make any difference in 
the LCO lakes’ volumes by spring. 
 
The fifth gate is a ‘draw-down’ gate.  This gate runs deeper to the concrete bed of the dam.  This can be 
used to lower the level of the flowage, but its effect on the LCO lakes is pretty negligible. 
 
Other than in winter about the only time the gates are used to try to affect water level is when conditions 
cause the Billy Boy Flowage and Little LCO to rise to a level higher than LCO and the water begins to flow the 
wrong way...upstream.   
 
Let’s Blame Somebody! 
There is blame.  Mother Nature and how she set up the entire watershed.  The LCO lakes are at the down-
stream end receiving water from Big Round, Grindstone, Sand, Whitefish, Big Sissabagama, and every 
smaller lake or pond, little creek, stream, trickle, seep, marsh, swamp and spring feeding into any of these.  
Even with all those lakes sending water our way it’s a slow-flow process.  For example, Big Round lake water 
has to travel over 5 miles as the crow flies, through a creek so small you        Billy Boy continued on page 10             
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Dear Friends of Lac Courte Oreilles Lakes: 
       I am sure we are all looking forward to another great summer at the both Little LCO and Lac Courte Oreilles.  
       The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation has worked closely with COLA for over 5 years to improve and maintain the quality of 
our lakes.  During that time we have raised in excess of $500,000 to support the efforts of COLA in the aggressive planning and 
implementation of programs to help protect and preserve the rare water quality of the LCO Lakes and to improve their condi-
tions from the damage they’ve suffered.  The progress is highlighted in the Loon Call.   
       Our goal for 2014 was $100,000 and we raised $105,090.  We received contributions from 255 families.  Our goal for 2015 is 
again $100,000.  Although much progress has been made in addressing water quality issues, there is much work to be done.  
We expect that we will continue to seek at least $100,000 annually for the next few years to continue to move forward in our 
fight to save our Lake. 
       We have many families that have supported us every year.  We have families that now appreciate the importance of raising 
sufficient funds to support the programs of COLA and have begun supporting us on a regular basis.  We very much appreciate 
your support—please continue.  There are over 300 families who have not contributed support to the Foundation.  Please con-
sider being involved. 
       The future of our Lakes depends on a significant response by our Lakes’ families.  COLA is doing an amazing job in protect-
ing, preserving and improving the water quality of our Lakes.  Without adequate funding from the Foundation many of the criti-
cal programs and efforts will be impacted.   Thanks much for your support.                                                               
                              John Berg     President, Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
 
     Your contribution to The Foundation must be separate from your COLA membership, Contributions to The Foundation cannot 
be used to include COLA memberships/renewals.  However, contributions to The LCO Foundation are tax deductible.  
 

Tax Deductible Contribution:       Make check out to: Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc., and mail with the form 
below to: 
   The Lac Courte Oreilles Foundation, Inc. 
   c/o  Richard R. Land, Trustee 
   6756 N. Victory Heights Circle 
   Stone Lake, WI  54876-3054 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
LCOFI Contribution                    Please include this form 
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Permanent Address/Street_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________  State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Lake Address/Street__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________   State _____     Zip _________________ 
 
Phone at lake______________________Home phone or cell________________ Email  ___________________ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _                 

LOON CALL: 
Kevin Horrocks, Editor 
715-865-2113 
looncall@cola-wi.org 
 
Steve Umland    (CLP Treatment)
715-865-3166 (Victory Heights Rep) 
vic-hgts@cola-wi.org 

Mark Laustrup (Septic & Runoff) 
715-634-0842 (Website) 
runoff@cola-wi.org 
 
Gary Pulford, Vice President 
(Chairman Lake Management Plan 
Implementation) 
612-839-8558 
 
Paul Eckerline     
 

Kris Sivertson, President  
715-210-0818       (Shoreline) 
vp@cola-wi.org 
 
Steve Lillyblad, (Treasurer) 
715-865-4612 
treasurer@cola-wi.org     
 
Sue Horrocks, (Communications) 
715-865-2113 
pr@cola-wi.org 

        2015 COLA Board of Directors      (with areas of oversight) 
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Billy Boy continued from page 8       can probably jump over where it enters LCO.    
 
To raise the level of LCO and Little LCO a total of just 1 inch would require about 147,500,000 gallons of 
water.  Whether there is water going over the dam is barely important.  It’s primarily the amount of pre-
cipitation and water moving throughout the watershed and into LCO.  The big lake level rises because the 
water is held back due to the narrow LCO/Little LCO channel, not Billy Boy Dam.  The rise and fall takes a 
long time due to the sheer volume of water involved and the physical restrictions on how fast it can enter 
or leave the LCO lakes. 
 
So, the rate of inflow has to be fast and vast enough that the constriction at the channel to Little LCO es-
sentially causes the hundreds of millions of gallons needed to be held back in LCO.  And, the constriction 
at the mouth of the flowage below Little LCO would need to hold back enough to raise that level, too.   
 
Want to raise the water so the channel between the two LCO lakes is six inches higher?  No problem. We 
just need about 900,000,000 gallons of additional water inflow to the lake.  The answer to raising the 
lakes’ levels are patience, rain, time.   
 
One last point about being part of a larger watershed.  As much as we are hoping to receive plenty of wa-
ter from all the lakes and streams above the Billy Boy Dam there is a responsibility and requirement that 
water continuously flow over or through the Billy Boy Dam as a critical part of the Couderay River.  It’s 
not ours to keep at the cost of the Couderay River and the entire watershed we are part of to the south. 
 

Curly Leaf Pondweed Treatment 2014 Into 2015                   Steve Umland, Wow! What a year. After what we worried about in plant growth last summer, 2014, in Musky Bay, the pre-treatment survey showed significant decline in Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLP) plants this spring, 2015. Long Cold Winter thank you! Don’t know how much that contributed to significant reduction in plants this spring. We don’t care why but we will take it.   Huge thank you to everyone who stepped in to help me last year due to my travel schedule. Specifically Kris Sivertson and Gary Pulford. As with most COLA projects it is a collection of talented folks working together to help fight for and preserve the water quality of our lake.  There has been a terrific learning curve through the years, for COLA and for our engineering/treatment firm and the Wisconsin DNR.  We’ve used Aquathol K and Clearcast 2.7G (two quite different herbicides) and learned how to use a combination of both for maximum effect.  As CLP spread, we believe, from Musky Bay into Stuckey Bay, appearing all the way east in Barbertown Bay and showing up in Little LCO there was a great deal of frustration.  Much of this was new effort, for all three groups.  When did CLP begin growing?  When best to treat it?  Can we treat it without harming the native plants?  Which herbicide?  How much?  How big an areas around the CLP?  It took a good amount of listening, testing, monitoring, arguing and cooperation between and among these three very different entities to continue to work together to deal with the CLP.     The bottom line is we have progressed from treating over 90 acres in Musky Bay, alone, of CLP still increasing in 2008 to a projected treatment of only 4.5 total acres in all three affected areas in spring 2015.  A significant reduction in this very aggressive invasive species and a real tribute to all the lakeshore owners who contrib-uted dollars and time to fighting CLP in the Court Oreilles Lakes. We are making a difference in water quality on our lakes! Thanks to you.  The ice went out of the LCO lakes  the first part of April.  As soon as volunteers could get their boats into the water inspection/monitoring began as they searched for the appearance of 2015 CLP in the areas treated last year.   At the time of this writing the aquatic plants are just beginning to emerge.  CLP continued on page 11 
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CLP continued from page 10     The challenge is to spot and differentiate the CLP from other plants, mark it by GPS, and continue to monitor its growth in height and see how wide the patch may be.  As it approaches the critical size, still actively growing and absorbing nutrients from the water COLA coordinates with our treatment firm for them to officially measure and mark the areas to be treated.  They coordinate closely with the WDNR for the ac-tual application treatment.    Treatment financial cost for 2014 was approximately $ 16,233.50. This is a significant dollar reduction from the treatment cost in 2012, which was just under $ 50,000.00.  But, we can’t lose sight of the cost in volunteers’ time, the hours and hours of monitoring both lakes looking for CLP and other invasive weeds not just pre and post ap-plication/treatment but throughout the summer.    Fingers crossed, we  hope we’ve turned a corner from treating entire Bays, instead, being able to work toward more targeted applications to specific, small plant growth areas.  Depending on specific survey results in 2015 we will be continuing to treat with herbicide specific plant growth areas and hand pulling small areas small or new enough that they don’t justify chemical treatment.  With continued member support we’ll keep it under control. 
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PAGE  ELEVEN 

TMDL continued from page 6 
the current phosphorus loading rates and determine the load reductions that would be necessary to meet the proposed 10 ppb total       
phosphorus standard for the lake,  
 
     *Prepared the draft TMDL study report “Phosphorus TMDL for Lac Courte Oreilles” .          
 
     Major conclusions of the TMDL study are: lake data shows low dissolved oxygen in deeper water:     

 

 
 

 

                          TMDL continued on page 12 
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TMDL continued from page 11 

Lake wide average for total phosphorus is currently 12.8 ppb, well above the proposed standard of 10 ppb 

            

 

Current phosphorus input to LCO in lbs/ year

Cont’d on page 12 
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TMDL continued from page 12 
 

How much phosphorus needs to be reduced to meet the lake wide average of 10ppb

 
 

                     The expected improvement in water quality from the reductions 
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RESTATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR COLA  The purposes of the Courte Oreilles Lakes Association, Inc. 
(COLA) are (1) to protect, preserve and enhance the quality of the Courte Oreilles Lakes, their shorelands and surrounding areas, 
while respecting the interests of property owners and the rights of the general public, and (2) to consider, study, survey and 
respond to issues deemed relevant by the membership of the organization.  The Courte Oreilles Lakes consist of Lac Courte 
Oreilles and Little Lac Courte Oreilles, both located in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 

 
SAVE THESE 
2015 DATES 

 
 

COLA Annual Meeting  
Saturday, June 27 

8:30 am Coffee and Rolls 
9:00—11:00 am  

Meeting at 
St. Francis Solanus  

Mission 
 
 
 

COLA Summer Picnic 
Saturday, July 18 

12:00 noon -3:00 pm 
Bass Lake Town Hall 

 
 
 

LCO Foundation & 
COLA  

Charity Golf  
Tournament  

Saturday, August 15 
Registration 12:00 noon  
Shotgun start 1:00 pm 

Big Fish Golf Club 

PAGE  
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The Upper Couderay River Watershed (UCRW) 
     You can see Lac Courte Oreilles and then Little Lac Courte Oreilles Lake 
are at the end of the flow of water from a number of other, sizeable lakes.  In 
addition there are numerous other small creeks and streams draining through-
out the watershed, all toward LCO Lakes.   The entire watershed is the source 
of the Couderay River, the single outlet. 
     What happens throughout the watershed affects the LCO Lakes, it all 
drains this way.  As a couple examples, this is why as LCO’s shoreline owners 
keep their septic systems up to code it is important that other lakes’ owners in 
the watershed do the same.  Agriculture practices affecting field and farm run-
off or water discharges can harm not only the closest lakes and streams but 
continue to affect the downstream watershed as well.   

PAGE  
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